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Another Iraqi missile fired at S. Arabia 

WASHINGTON (R) — Iraqi forces fired another Scud mtoafr-- at Saudi 
Arabia Monday, but it fell harmlessly into the Gulf north ofDhahno, the 
Defence Department said. The missile was fired at about 9. p.m. 
time (1800 GMT), said army Lieutenant General Tom Kelly, director of 
operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In a briefing for reporters, he also 
repeated an earlier U.S. military report that 10 Iraqi Scuds were fired at 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday. He said nine were shot down by U.S. Patriot air 
defence missiles and the other fell into the Gulf. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minister Taher AJ Masri Monday contacted 
his Iranian counterpan Ali Akbar Velayati and discussed with him the 
latest developments in the Gulf war. the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
quoted the Iranian news agency IRNA as saying. Mr. Masri called for a 
halt to all military operations in the Golf and voiced Jordan's willingness 
to contribute to all efforts for a peaceful solution to the conflict, Petra 
quoted IRNA as saying. Mr. Masri urged Iran to use all its efforts to end 
the war. it said. Iran said earlier Monday that the Non-Aligned Movement 
was planning an initiative to end the Gulf war (see story below). Jordan 
and Iran resumed diplomatic relations earlier this month after a 10-year 
break. 
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Gulf war continues from at r 


Focus 


U.S. forces are ‘nowhere near’ 


g shifts to 
; ground 
forces 

Combined agency dispatches 

' AMERICAN AND allied 

forces’ aircraft continued to 
stage bombing runs on targets in 
. _• . Iraq and Kuwait, and the thrust 
; . of the assault appeared to be 
- - v shifting to ground forces entren- 
ched in and around southern 
Iraq and Kuwait 

However, U.S. military offi- 
cials warned, a ground offensive 
against the Iraqi army was far 
from near since it was dear that 
- — Iraq's air force remained very 

much intact despite five days of 
intense bombings. 

Baghdad indicated that there 
had been heavy civ ilian casual- 
ties in the onslaught, and Tran 
appeared to confirm the 
account 

Iraq said Monday it had shot 
down 13 allied aircraft and mis- 
siles and captured several pilots. 
* Wr.;: “Communique number 13 

3 « issued tonight by the general 
. command of the aimed forces 
announces die shooting down of 
13 air targets, aircraft and mis- 
siles, at the war fronts or over 
civilian areas.’' the Iraqi News 
Agency said. 

“A number of enemy pilots of 
various nationalities were cap- 
tured. Other .pilots were fougd 
dead,” said the agency. 

The agency did not say when 
| the planes and missiles were hit 
and it was not dear if Iraq was 
raising its count of downed air- 
craft and captured pilots. It has 
previously reported downing 160 
allied aircraft. 

. Allied military spokesman in 
Saudi Arabia say 14 of their 
planes have been shot down and 
three have crashed due to other 





causes. 

For the second day in a row, 
Iraq has disclosed the areas hit 
by die allied raids. 

The Iraqi Armed Forces 
general command issued a com- 
munique in which it listed 14 
separate air raids on Iraq, as well 
as others on Kuwait. 

The attacks, between 1:15 
p.m. (1345 GMT) Sunday and 
5:32 a.m. (0232 GMT) Monday, 
included two raids on A1 Qu’im, 
a western Iraq dty that has a 
nuclear-chemical research facil- 
ity nearby, and one on the north- 
ern dty of Mosul, where an air 
base and chemical research faci- 
lities are located. 

The communique said there 
were raids on the northern oil 
centre of Kirkuk and Ai Rntba 
in western Iraq, site of an air 
base and surface-to-surface mis- 
sile sites. 

Also targetted was Al Nassir- 
iyah in southern Iraq, which has 
an air base, and Baghdad. 

‘The aggression has been un- 
just in every sense of the word,” 
said Baghdad Radio. “It has 
been devoid of the minimum 
human standards.” 

Iraq’s report of civilian casual- 
ties was given added weight by 
an Iranian Foreign Ministry 
statement. 

“In the past four days, due to 
censorship, the news of the air 
and missile attacks on Iraq by 
the United States and its West- 
ern allies, has painted an un- 
realistic picture,” said die state- 
ment, carried by Tehran Radio 
and monitored in Nicosia. 

“Based on comprehensive re- 
ports Iran has gotten from the 
bombarded region,” said the 
foreign ministry, “ft is evident 
that die U.S. attacks have ex- 
ceeded military goals. 

“Economic resources, and in 
some instances Iraqi cities and 
the innocent people of Iraq, 
have been attacked.” 

Although Tehran gave no 
casualty figure s from the attacks, 
a pro-Iranian figure. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Taqi Mndarresi, 
said the bombardment was caus- 
ing “waves of massacres among 
avhiAbs.” 

Ayatollah Mndarresi, whose 
statement was released in 
Damascus, said Iraqi hospitals 

(Continued on page 3) 


wiping out Iraqi missile power 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. military officials con- 
ceded Monday they were “no- 
where near” wiping out Iraq's 
missile launching capability. 

Iraqi forces fired 10 Scud mis- 
siles at Saadi Arabia Sunday 
rtigbt, and all but one were 
intercepted by American Patriot 
batteries. . 

Air force jets continue to 
aggressively pursue Iraqis fixed 
and mobile Scud capabilities said 
air force Major General Burton 
Moore. 

But he acknowledged that af- 
ter five days and more than 
8,000 sorties, “we have not 
achieved 100 per cent of our 
objectives against the fixed sites, 
the mobile sites and the Scud 
missile capability.'' 

Asked whether Iraq retained 
powerful military capability, in- 
cluding poison gas, with which to 
combat any future ground 
assaolt, Gen. Moore replied: 

”11181 is always a possibility. 
We plan for the wont; we hope 
for the best.” 

But while conceding a lack of 
success in attacks on the missile 
launchers, Gen. Moore stated 
that overall “the results to date 
would suggest we are well on the 
way to our objectives.'* 

Gen. Moore said that two 


more Iraqi planes were shot 
down in the past 21 hours. He 
said a U.S. navy F-ll Tomcat 
was lost during the same time 
period. 

That is the ninth U.S. aircraft 
lost to “hostile fire” since the 
war began. He said a total of five 
allied planes also had been lost. 

Gen. Moore said the allied 
attacks against Iraqi forces were 
continuing round-the-clock. 
“We are always pursuing Iraqi 
troops both in Iraq and in 
Kuwait,'’ he said. 

Gen. Moore cited operational 
security reasons in declining to 
say bow many Iraqi missile laun- 
chers were targets of sorties in 
the past 24 hoars. 

But he said, “we are nowhere 
near completing out campaign 
objectives.” 

He said Iraq’s efforts to use 
the missiles for attacks on U.S. 


and allied forces, as well as 
Israel, have been “very ineffec- 
tive.” 

Gen. Moore also said he knew 
nothing abont possible civilian 
casualties from the air attacks on 
Iraq. 

As for Operation Desert 
Storm’s successes, Gen. Moore 
said, “we have set back his 
nuclear capability for .some 
time.” 

Asked about the campaign to 
cut communications between 
Baghdad and Iraqi ground forces 
in Kuwait, Gen. Moore said, 
“We have indications that we are 
effectively degrading a good por- 
tion of Iraq’s ability to communi- 
cate with troops. But we have 
not eliminated that capability 
completely.” 

“The results to date would 
(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq: All launchers safe 

Iraq also said all missile launchers used in the attack on Saudi 
Arabia overnight were safe. 

“The missiles of right were launched against the dty of Riyadh 
and the imperialist base,” Iraqi radio quoted the commander of 
Iraq’s missil e forces as saying. 

“After the missi on was accomplished, all our launchers returned 
safely to base,” he said in a messge to president Saddam Hussein. 
The British broadcasting corporation, which monitored the radio, 
said reception was poor. 


Baghdad to use PoWs as 
deterrents; U.S. cries foul 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD ANNOUNCED 
Monday that it was scattering 
allied prisoners of war (PoWs) al 
civilian targets as the savage 
American-led air war against 
Iraq continued for the fifth day 
running. 

The move came as the Iraqis 
announced that they held more 
than 20 PoWs. The allies have 
reported 21 airmen missing. 

An Iraqi diplomat hinted at a 
surprise weapon and warned 
that the Vietnam war would 
“appear a picnic in comparison 
with what is in store for the USA 
in this war.” 

Baghdad Radio said allied 
warplanes bad “rocketed civi- 
lian, economic, educational and 
other targets within Iraqi cities.” 

The broadcast said that “be- 
cause of the rocketing, it was 
decided to disperse the more 
than 20 prisoners of war to civi- 
lian, econom i c, education and 
other targets.” 

In Washington, President 
George Bush condemned Iraq's 
use of PoWs to make televised 
statements, saying the move was 


“a direct violation” of the Gene- 
va .Convention regarding treat- 
ment of prisoners. 

Televised comments of some 
of the PoWs, from the United 
States. Britain, Kuwait and Ita- 
ly, criticising the anti-Iraq effort 
were broadcast Sunday. 

Asked whether Iraq would be 
held accountable for the treat- 
ment of PoWs, Bush replied: 
“You can count on it.” 
“America is angry,” Mr. Bush 
said upon his return from Camp 
David, “and I think the rest of 
the world.” He issued “the 
strongest appeal” that allied 
prisoners be treated properly 
under tbe Geneva Convention. 

Bash’s comments were part of 
a coordinated administration 
effort to draw attention to tbe 
sensitive issue of treatment of 
downed American pilots. 

Also Monday, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney conde- 
mned the treatment of prisoners 
as a “war crime.” 

The 28-nation alliance has re- 
ported 21 airmen missing in the 
five-day-old war. 

The pilots were downed dur- 
ing a massive air campaign 


against Iraq in which U.S. offi- 
cials say more than 7,000 mis- 
sions have been flown so far. 

Baghdad TV Sunday aired 
what it said were interviews with 
seven captured pilots it said were 
shot down. 

During the interviews, the air- 
men made statements support- 
ing tbe Iraqi position. 

Two Americans and a British 
pilot were shown on Iraqi TV 
daring the broadcast. 

Iraq says it has shot down 160 
allied warplanes, while the allies 
admit to 14 aircraft losses to 
hostile fire. 

The allies have listed the air- 
men missing in action as 12 
Americans, six Britons, two Ita- 
lians and a Kuwaiti. 

Baghdad’s announcement that 
it was using PoWs as deterrents 
was a replay of a pre-war 
strategy of trying to deter attack 
by holding foreigners at military 
and other strategic sites. 

AO of them were freed in 
December. 

Earlier Monday, the ranking 
Iraqi diplomat in Washington 

(Continued on page 4) 


Bomb blasts damage NATO 
military facility in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Bombs exploded at a NATO 
maintenance facility here Mon- 
day night after gunmen overpo- 
wered a guard, police sakL The 
explosions caused extensive 
damage but no injury, they said. ■ 

Three of eight bombs went 
off, shattering windows and 
ewmang other damage to the 
five-storey building, police said. 

A Communist anti- 
government organisation 
daimed responsibility for the 
attack on tbe ce n tre, wind) over- 
looks tbe Bosphorus on the out- 
skirts of IstanbuL 

Police refused to give other 
details. 

Tbe attackers apparently tied. 

It was not known if there were 
any other people in the building 
besides tbe guard at the tune of 

the blasts. 

An anonymous caller to a 
local newspaper, Cumhuriyet, 
daimed responsibility for the 
blast in the name of Devsol 
(Revolutionary Left). 

There was speculation that the 
attack might be in retaliation for 
NATO member Turkey’s stand 
in die Gulf war. 


Blackout on news 

Turkey, trying to keep its Gulf 
war role out of tbe headlines, 
has virtually stifled news of U.S. 
air raids launched on Iraq from 
tbe southern Indrlik base. 

Plainclothes police kept ref- 
portere well away from the base 
perimeter and U.S. spokesmen 
at Indrlik refused all comment. 

Waves of U.S. fighters and 
bombers have been flying in and 
out of the bse since early Friday, 
but the government has not offi- 
cially confirmed that they are 
attackin g Iraq. 

Reuter photographer Fatih 
Saribas heard a large number of 
planes taking off late on Sunday 
night on what was be lived to be 
the fourth sortie against Iraq in 
24 horns. 

He said another wave was 
heard leaving the base at dawn 
on Monday and returned several 
hours later, but low doud pre- 
vented the planes being counted 
or identified. 

“There is a general under- 
standing not to talk about what 
is going on at Indrlik,” one 

Foreign Ministry official said. 


Many Turks, especially in the 
southeastern border region, fear 
Iraq may retaliate against Tur- 
key for allowing the United 
States to launch bombing raids 
from its territory. 

Emergency State Governor 
Hayri Kozakdoghi told Renters 
on Sunday thousands of people 
had fled the southeast. 

Tbe Health Minis try has sent 
more than 1,000 medical staff to 
border provinces as part of a 
contingency plan for war. Health 
Minister Haifl Sivgm said Mon- 
day. 

••Tbe Health Ministry has sent 
more than 1,000 health person- 
nel to tbe southeastern and east- 
ern provinces. We will also send 
equipment to the re- 
gion,” he told reporters. 

He said spedal teams from the 
World Health Organisation were 
in Turkey to teach doctors bow 
to treat injuries caused by che- 
mical weapons. 

“Iraq’s missiles have ranges of 
400 to 500 km. but they are not a 
risk for Ttirkey. I do not think 
Iraq will attempt to attack. We 
still have to be prepared,” he 

said. 


Jordan 
pursues 
efforts 
for truce 

By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is pursuing 
an intense effort with all friendly 
countries in the Non-Aligned 
Movement and Third World to- 
wards achieving a ceasefire in 
the five-day-old assault on Iraq 
by U.S.-led forces in the Gulf, 
informed sources said Monday. 

His Majesty King Hnssein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan both have 
appealed for a halt to the fight- 
ing and for diplomacy to replace 
belligerence to resolve the con- 
flict The King said Saturday he 
bad not been in touch with the 
Iraqi leadership since the out- 
break of hostilities early Thurs- 
day, but that be was issuing a call 
for a ceasefire “if anyone re- 
sponds.” 

“Although it is very dear at 
this point that it is an almost 
impossible task to secure a truce 
in tbe war, Jordan cannot simply 
give up,” said a senior official. 
“If the stakes are too high for 
many who are hurt by the con- 
flict. they are even higher for 
Jordan,” he added. 

Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddine said Jordan was in 
touch with Arab, African and 
non-aligned countries such as 
Algeria. India and Yugoslavia in 
its efforts to halt the hostilities m 
the Gulf which broke out with a 
massive air assault by the 
American-dominated multina- 
tional forces against Iraq early 
Thursday. 

“It is unacceptable and un- 
reasonable that no one moves to 
stop the war when an Arab 
capital is being bombed and des- 
troyed,” Mr. Izzeddine said. 
“Priority should be given for an 
end to the hostilities and then 
negotiations can start to arrive at 
a comprehensive solution to all 
problems of tbe region,” be said. 

Tbe foreign minister, Taher 
AJ Masri, Sunday called in 
several ambassadors of non- 
aligned countries and others to 
request them to convey a Jorda- 
nian appeal for “all out efforts to 
put an immediate end to the 
carnage in Iraq,” said an official 
source. 

Among those called in were 
the ambassadors of India, China 
and Yugoslavia. Other contacts 
were continuing Monday both in 
Amman and at the United Na- 
tions. the source said. 

“The minister expressed Jor- 
dan’s honor over the massive 
attack, which, needless to say, is 
sure to have caused many, many 
casualties.” the source told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Jordan is not proposing any 
specific peace initiative.” said 
the source who preferred anony- 
mity. “Jordan believes that what 
is paramount is -a ceasefire to 
allow for rescue and relief efforts 
‘to victims of the violence,” 
according to the source. 

The ambassadors promised to 
convey the request to their re- 
spective capitals and also 
pointed out that their positions 
were very much compatible with 
that of Jordan. 

Another official conceded that 
there was little chance of any 
effort to succeed given “the 
American and allied arm- 
twisting, at the U.N., of the 
Third World member states of 
the Security Council.” 

“As- is obvious, the United 
States is not exactly very anxious 
or concerned for a ceasefire,” 
said the official. “The feedback 
from the Security Council is 
mainly that there is a lot of 
pressure from the U.S. on all 
others to lay off.” 

Apart from the humanitarian 
considerations and anxiety that 
the war should be brought to an 
immediate end, Jordan is also 
alarmed about the potential 
threats posed to the regional 
environment, and ecological dis- 
asters that could follow, by the 

(Continued oa page 4) 


Iraq rejects Soviet proposal, 
scraps pacts with S. Arabia 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI LEADER Saddam Hus- 
sein has rejected a peace propos- 
al by Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, saying it should 
have been sent instead to the 
United States, Iraqi radio re- 
ported Monday. 

Iraq, at war with allied forces 
based in Saudi Arabia, also 
abrogated all pacts and agree- 
ments with the kingdom includ- 
ing a non-aggression pact signed 
two years ago. 

Radio Baghdad said the deci- 
sion was made at a meeting of 
the Revolutionary Council 
(RCC), Iraq's highest authority. 

The dedrion is academic since 
the two Arab neighbours have 
been at war since Thursday. Iraq 
Sunday night fired Scud missiles 
at Saudi targets, including the 
capital, Riyadh. 

The RCC is Iraq's highest 
executive body and is chaired by 
President Saddam. The radio did 
not say whether President Sad- 
dam chaired the meeting, but 
said in a separate item that he 
met several RCC members. 

The RCC statement said the 
decision was made “in view of 
the Saudi government’s breach 
of all agreements and charters 


with Iraq in the framework of 
sovereignty and non- 
aggression.” 

Saudi Arabia has been a key 
partner in the western and Arab 
anti-Iraq coalition since Bagh- 
dad's August. 2 takeover of 
Knwait. 

It is the main launching pad 
for allied planes, which have 
been carrying out bombing mis- 
sions against targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait since Thursday. The 
Saudi air force is taking part in 
the attacks. 

On tbe diplomatic front, Pres- 
ident Saddam was quoted as 
telling Mr. Gorbachev that U.S. 
President George Bush “has 
committed aggression.” Ther- 
fore your letter should have 
been addressed to him and not 
to Saddam Hussein and his 
aggrieved people.” 

According to tbe radio, Mr. 
Gorbachev said in a letter dated 
Jan. 18 that be would intercede 
with Mr. Bush to ensure a sus- 
pension of hostilities if Iraq 
agreed to announce plans to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

President Saddam replied on 
Sunday, said the radio. 

“We are not the ones who 
have committed aggression 
against the United States,” Pres- 


ident Saddam's reply said. “So 
we should not be asked to make 
statements that would make the 
United States appear to be twist- 
ing our steadfast will and that 
would tempt it to continue its 
blackmail and arrogance in our 
region..." 

According to the radio. Presi- 
dent Saddam recalled that the 
Soviet Union first reacted posi- 
tively when Iraq suggested on 
Aug. 12 that the Iraqi-Kuwait 
conflict could be resolved in 
tandem with the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

But Mr. Saddam told Mr. 
Gorbachev, “You did not 
however pursue your efforts to 
put it within the framework of 
serious discussion.” 

According to the radio, the 
letter ended: “God is great. 
Accursed be Bush and his 
henchmen.” 

The Iraqi News Agency car- 
ried the full text of a statement 
issued after the RCC meeting. It 
said: “The Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council has derided to 
cancel all agreements and 
treaties signed between the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
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Eagleburger: Israel has right 


to retaliate for missile attacks 


Bush said to have pledged no peace conference 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
senior U.S. envoy said Monday 
Israel had a right to retaliate 
against Iraq's missile attacks but 
praised its restraint in not yet 
doing so. 

“We recognise and respect the 
right of every sovereign state to 
defend itself, and thus have nev- 
er questioned Israel’s right to 
respond to attack,” U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Lawrence 
Eagleburger said after touring 
rites hit by Iraqi Scud missiles in 
Tel Aviv. 

After he spoke the Israeli 
army repeated warnings that 
U.S. and allied bombers had still 
not destroyed most of the Iraqi 
mobile missile launchers thre- 
atening the Jewish state. 

“There is no doubt most of 
them are still available and oper- 
ational,” armed forces spokes- 
man Nachman Shai said. 

Israel had not responded to 
two Iraqi missile strikes but “any 
future reaction on our ride de- 
pends if there will be any attacks 
on Israel,” Gen. Shai told a 


briefing. 

Washington has pressed Israel 
not to retaliate, fearing it would 
splinter the U.S.-led alliance of 
Arab and Western forces against 
Iraq. 

The U.S. rushed high-tech 
Patriot missiles with American 
crew to Israel over the weekend 
after two barrages of Scuds in- 
jured a total of 28 people in 
Israel’s densely populated coas- 
tal plain. Patriots are the only 
missiles capable of shooting 
down Scuds. 

“We also recognise and re- 
spect Israel’s desire not to be 
drawn into this conflict,” Mr. 
Eagleburger told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We admire the fact they have 
not thus far become engaged for 
reasons that in oar judgement 
are important both to Israel and 
the United States,” he said. 

Reports from Washington has 
spoken of a pledge by President 
Bush to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, during their 
telephone conversations, tbat 


Washington would not agree to 
an international peace confer- 
ence on the Middle East as 
called for by the Arab states. Nor 
would the U.S. press Israel to 
agree to such a forum, according 
to the reports. 

Mr. Shamir has bowed to 
American pressure to keep his air 
force and Jericho missiles on the 
ground. But Mr. Shamir, who 
also toured the bomb sites, said 
Israel had not changed its policy 
of swift and often massive re- 
taliation when attacked. 

Mr. Eagleburger entered tbe 
news conference with mud on his 
boots from a visit to a Patriot 
rite. He denied that Washington 
had demanded a no-retaliation 
pledge from Israel in return for 
U.S. help with the Patriots. 

“No deals have been struck on 
anything,” he said. 

Israelis were also warned 
Monday Iraq could launch more 
rockets, possibly with chemical 

(Continued on page 4) 


Iran reports non-aligned states 
planning Gulf peace initiative 


Combined agency dispatches 

BRAN SAID MONDAY that 
the Non-Aligned Movement will 
Launch a peace initiative to halt 
tbe Guff war. Pakistan and 
Egypt also pursued a diplomatic 
settlement. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA), quoted Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati as saying in Tehran that 
the non-aligned initiative will be 
backed by Iran, India. Yugosla- 
via and Algeria. Tbe dispatch 
gave no other details. 

Tan jug, Yugoslavia’s state- 
run news agency, reported Mon- 
day that Yugoslavia, an active 
member of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, was seeking backing 
for the initiative from the Soviet 
Union, Egypt and several other 
countries. 

Mr. Velayati disclosed that 
Iran's earlier proposal, calling 
for the 16-nation Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC) to 
convene an emergency session to 
seek a ceasefire, had garnered 
little support. 

He said only 10 member coun- 
tries responded favourably to 
the initiative. 

Tehran Radio said Alireza 
Moayyeri, an adviser to Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 

left for Ankara Monday to deliv- 


er a message about the Gulf war 
to Turkish President Turgut 
Ozal. 

Egypt, a key player in the 
Gulf crisis, has embarked on a 
round of diplomatic consulta- 
tions with other Arab states. 

An Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
official said Monday that Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak sent In- 
formation Minister Safwat Al 
Sherif to deliver a message to 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. The official refused to 
disclose details of the message, 
except that it was about die Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Mubarak also sent his 
foreign minister, Estnat Abdul 
Meguid, and his top political 
adviser. Osama AJ Baz, to Syria. 
They conferred Sunday night 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, and Monday with Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq AJ Sharaa. 

In Pakistan, where there have 

been daily pro-Iraq demonstra- 
tions, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif announced he wil embark 

on a four-nation mission to end 
the war. 

Spokesman Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmad said Mr. Sharif was ex- 
pected to leave Tuesday for 
Iran. He will then head for 
Turkey, Egypt and Syria. 

A leading journalist close to 


Presidnet Mubarak wrote Mon- 
day that Egypt may propose a 
temporary ceasefire in the Gulf 
war to allow Iraq to withdraw its 
troops from Kuwait. 

Ibrahim Nafeh, editor of the 
largest state-owned newspaper 
Al Ah ram. said the plan being 
considered also suggests new ac- 
tion by the United Nations to 
produce the withdrawal. 

The U.N. Security Council 
would issue an ultimatum to Iraq 
to begin immediately and uncon- 
ditionally to pull Iraq's troops 
out of Kuwait to be replaced by 
Arab troops, Nafeh said. 

Nafeh wrote Egypt has been 
conducting extensive diplomatic 
and political efforts with interna- 
tional and regional parties to 
“save Iraq and halt the blood- 
shed.” 

Ideas have surfaced aiming at 
reconciling the various Security 
Council resolutions on the Gulf 
and stopping the war, the editor 
wrote. But he said Egypt's 
efforts to develop an Arab and 
international stand has faced 
stiff opposition from the Iraqis. 

Nafeh wrote that under Mr. 

Mubarak's tentative plan, the 

ceasefire would be for a speci- 
fied period not to exceed a few 
days, permitting total withdraw- 
al. 
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France under fire l siad Barre 


among N . Africans 


Manila expels Iraqi 
after linking him to blast 


TUNIS (R) — Arabs angered at complained of insulting tele- 
non-stop raids on Iraq are strongly phone calls aiid three French 
criticising France, seen before the companies have withdrawn their 
Gulf war as more pragmatic than expatriate employees from the 
any other member of the U.S.-led country, although there has been 
international alliance against no general order for the French 
Baghdad. to leave any North African 

Anti-French criticism has parti- country, 
cularly flared in North Africa. Jordan joined the criticism of 
which still has close ties with France on Sunday, when the 
Paris, the former colonial ruler of speaker of the parliament called 
Tunisia. Morocco and Algeria. on France to withdraw its forces 
“France has let us down. (Pres- from the Gulf, 
ident Francois) Mitterrand has Abdul Latif Arabiyat said 
turned out to be just another Franco-Jordanian relations after 
Arab-hater,” said Mustapha Tlili. the war could suffer as a result of 
director of the Tunis-based Arab the Arab World's “bitter reac- 
Maghreb Labour Union. tion” to French military involve- 

“Death to Mitterrand” is a ment. 
more common slogan at many In Tunis, France's embassy is 
pro-Iraq demonstrations in the guarded by tanks and armoured 
Arab World than criticism of the vehicles. Mr. Mitterrand was the 
United States, although France main target in a protest march by 
has not taken part in Iraq attacks 25,000 Tunisians through the 
and has limited its air force to capital Saturday, 
targets in Kuwait. Foreign diplomats say the de- 

Western diplomats say France monstration was officially 
suspects the campaign against it approved and slogans and ban- 
may be orchestrated, as part of ners carefully monitored, 
attempts to split it away from the North African countries have 
U.S.-led coalition. also been angered by reports that 

Demonstrators against the the Maghreb community in 
Gulf war in Algeria. Tunisia and France, numbering several mil- 
Mauriiania have singled out lion, is being persecuted. 

France as the main target in the Police sources in the southern 
Gulf crisis, although its armed French city of Marseille said a 
forces there are a fraction the size Tunisian restaurant was attacked 
that Washington has sent. with explosives and a North Afri- 

In Nouakchott, about 100 can immigrants' hostel was shot 
French women and children flew at over the weekend, 
out Sunday after a week of pro- Former French President Val- 
Iraq demonstrations. Almost ery Giscard D'Estaing said on 

1.000 people, mostly French. Sunday Paris should send envoys 

have left their homes to camp out to Arab countries to explain that 
in the French embassy compound its military involvement was not 
there. intended as an attack on Arabs. 

In Algeria, where almost “The first thing is to say: ‘We 

30.000 French people live, flights are not waging war on the Arab 

to Paris have been crowded with people.’ We could take some 
French people who say they de- initiatives, send a certain number 
tea a strong "anti-Western senti- of emissaries to confirm this to 
ment" aimed specifically at them. Arab (nations) with which France 

Some French residents have has direct relations." he said. 


MANILA (Agencies) — The 
Philippines Monday finked an 
Iraqi diplomat to a bombing 
near a U.S. government library 
during the weekend and gave 
him 72 hours to leave the' court- 
try. 

Also Monday, police Arrested 
another Iraqi in connection with 
Saturday's blast, which killed 
one Iraqi and injured another. 

Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus told reporters there was 
strong evidence linking Iraqi 
Embassy First Secretary Muwa- 
fak Al Ani to the bombing. He 
said Mr. Ani had been under 
surveillance for some time. 

President Corazon Aquino 
said another man had been 
arrested in connection with the 
bombing. She did not identify him, 
but government sources said he 
was an Iraqi arrested Monday. 

The high-powered bomb went 
off by accident about a block, 
from the Thomas Jefferson 
Cultural Centre, a U.S. -run lib- 
rary in Manila. Mr. Manglapus 
identified the dead Iraqi as 
Ahmad J. Ahmad and the in- 
jured as Abdul Kadhim Saad. 

Previously, officials identified 
the injured Iraqi as Abdul Sartar 
Hashim, a student at the Uni- 
versity of Manila. There was no 
eplanation for the confusion 
over the name. Ahmad's pass- 
port. which identified him as a 
businessman, was found at the 
scene of the blast. 

They entered the country last 
month and planned to leave on 
the night of the bombing for an 
undisclosed destination abroad, 
he said. 

Sarah Andes, spokeswoman 
for the Bureau of Immigration 
and Deportation, said an inves- 
tigation showed Mr. Ani drop- 
ped off Saad and Ahmad near 
the blast site about 1 14 hours 
before the explosion. 

Andes said the third Iraqi 
drove the car. She said the bomb 


exploded by accident when 
Ahmad tried to set the timer. 

The blast smashed windows, 
blew a small hole in the pave- 
ment and hurled Ahmad's body 
on to the roof of a house 11 
metres away. 

. Mr. Ani and other Iraqi 
embassy officials were unavail- 
able for comment. Al Ani told a 
local television network Sunday 
that Baghdad “has no intention 
at all to disturb Philippine secur- 
ity." 

Iraq has called for retaliation 
against Western countries sup- 
porting the multinational effort 
to expel it from Kuwait, 

The Philippine armed forces 
said Monday they had increased 
protection for diplomats and 
nationals of the United Slates 
and its Gulf war allies after 
Saturday’s bomb blast. 

“We have set into place cer- 
tain (security) measures. We are 
continuously watching groups 
that might be involved in this 
matter.” Incoming Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Rodolfo 
Biazon said. 

The bombing attempt was be- 
lieved to be the first attack out- 
side the Middle East on a mem- 
ber of the anti-Iraq coalition. 

Two international aid groups 
working in eastern Pakistan 
were attacked with petrol bombs 
at the weekend. In Indonesia, a 
bomb was found on Friday in the 
grounds of the U.S. ambassa- 
dor's residence. 

Mr. Manglapus said the Phi- 
lippines was not cutting diploma- 
tic relations with Iraq, and still 
recognised the present Iraqi 
ambassador. Ali Sumaida. 

Asked if there could be more 
attacks by pro-Iraqis in the Phi- 
lippines, Mr. Manglapus said: 
“If this turns out to be part of an 
extensive plan, then we should 
brace ourselves for more 
attempts." 


names new 
premier 

NAIROBI (R) — Somalia's 
embattled President Mohammad 
Siad Barre has appointed a new 
prime minister to try to imple- 
ment a ceasefire between loyalist 
and rebel forces after three 
weeks of fierce fighting which 
shattered the capital Mogadishu. 

State radio said Umar Arteh 
Gbaleb, a former foreign minis- 
ter and a member of a seven- 
man reconciliation committee 
which the government says is 
drawing up peace proposal, had 
replaced Mohammad Hawadle 
Madar as prime minister. 

"The (new) government 
should strive for the imple- 
mentation of the resolutions on 
the ceasefire, bring back those 
who had fled the capital city and 
develop Somali society and its 
interests," state radio said Sun- 
day. 

The radio announced no other 
members of the new govern- 
ment. 

It said last week the govern- 
ment and rebels of the United 
Somali Congress (USC) had 
agreed a truce in fighting which 
erupted late in December. 

But the London office of the 
USC, one of the three strongest 
groups fighting to end Mr. Siad 
Barre’s 21-year rule, denied such 



Mohammad Siad Barre 

an agreement was reached. 

Little independent news has 
been available from Mogadishu 
since the fighting erupted as 
telephone and telex links are 
cut. Westerners have been 
evacuated and a foreign medical 
team left last week as fighting 
continued in a city where hun- 
dreds of people are thought to 
have been killed or wounded. 

The appointment of a new 
prime minister appeared to be 
an attempt to find a political 
solution by Mr. Siad Barre, 
whose repeated calls for a cease- 
fire have so far been rejected. 

Until now the rebels have said 
they will fight on until Mr. Siad 
Barre, who is aged SO and who 
seized power in a 1969 coup, 
either flees or resigns. 


Rocket-propelled grenade 
fired at Italian embassy 


BEIRUT (AP) — A rocket- 
propelled grenade hit the Italian 
embassy in Beirut in the second 
such attack against a Western 
target since the Gulf war erupted 
last week, police said Monday. 

Authorities said no one was 
hurt when the grenade hit the 
embassy building's wall at 11 
p.m. local time (2100 GMT) 
Sunday, shattering windows on 
the . second floor of the two- 
storey structure off Beirut’s 
Hamra commercial thorough- 
fare. 

The explosion came a few 
hours after a bomb went off at 
the British Bank of the Middle 
East on Hamra Street, causing 
damage but no casualties. 

. . No groap immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks, which jjolice said ..were 
apparently in retaliation for the 
British and Italian roles in the 
multinational force arrayed 
against Iraq. 

Sunday’s blasts were the first 
acts of anti-Western violence in 
Lebanon since the Gulf war 
broke out five days ago. 

Turkey warned 

In another development, an 


Iraqi Muslim fundamentalist 
group warned Turkey against 
attacking Iraq. 

"We warn the Turkish govern- 
ment and all those who plan to 
invade Iraq, to plunder it and 
defile its people, that our re- 
sponse will be merciless," said a 
statement by the Supreme 
Assembly of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion in Iraq, an Iranian-backed 
faction based in Tehran with a 
Beirut office. 

The statement, published by 
several Beirut newspapers Mon- 
day. did not elaborate. 

Allied bombing runs against 
Iraq are reportedly being 
mounted from Intirlik. in south- 
eastern Turkey 

.v But. -Turkey, as w.ell as Syria 
and. Iran, have denied any ter- 
ritorial-ambitions in Iraq. - 

AnotheV statement distributed 
by the group to Western news- 
agency offices Monday called on 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

“That will turn the battle 
against the Zionist entity into a 
real confrontation. If you do so 
we will be ready to rise over the 
differences separating us so that 
national reconciliation in Iraq 
may be brought about," the 
statement said. 


Pope appeals for end 
to bloodshed in Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since the 
outbreak of war in the Gulf, 
Pope John Paul IT has been 
issuing one appeal after another 
urging the world community to - 
put an end to the conflict, which 
is bound to cause widespread’ 
devastation to the region, said 
Monsignor Ra’ouf Najjar, Rep- 
resentative of the Apostolic De- 
legation in Amman. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times, Monsignor Najjar said 
the latest appeal came from the 
Pope to the masses crowded in 
front of St. Peter's Basilica in 
Rome. 

“With weapons no one can 
solve any problem but can surely 
create more tension among peo- 
ples of the worid,".he quoted the 
Pope as saying. •* . 

“I cannot ignore the fact that 
the Gulf war is on nor that it 
brings so much sufferings and 
pain to many people and to us," 
said dhe Pope in his address. 

Quoting part of the Pope’s 
message. Dr. Najjar said the 
“Holy Father stressed that he 


had worked In concert with 
many others with good will and 
exhausted his efforts to avert this 
tragedy and to prevent the out- 
break of a conflict.” 

“Resorting to arms on this 
scale should prompt everyone of. 
us to reflect on its consequences, 
and I am particularly concerned 
about the war spilling over to 
other areas in the Middle East,'’ 
the Pope said. 

Dr. Najjar gave the following 
quotes from the Pope's address: 

"This is the logic of war, one 
that is trying to involve other 
countries in the conflict and to 
endanger the lives of innocent 
civilians. The indiscriminate 
horrible bombing which we all 
heard about is a sad and painful 
situation because we believe that 
every citizen has the right to be 
safe from ail military action." 

- Dr. Najjar said that the Pope 
appealed to all parties involved 
in the conflict to cease hostilites 
as soon as possible and to re- 
move the causes that had caused 
it in the first place. 


Tanker operators discount 
danger of mines in Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — Tanker operators 
sitting on top of two million 
barrels of oil Monday discounted 
the danger from a growing num- 
ber of mines spotted floating in 
the Gulf. 

“What can a mine do to a 
supertanker?" asked an official 
aboard the 307 ,235-tonne crude 
oil carrier Esso Geneva. “It can 
just punch a hole, it cannot sink 
it." 

Other shipping executives said 
mines might sink smaller vessels 
and even warships. 

The U.S. navy warned all mer- 
chant ships Friday that they en- 
tered the waterway at their own 
risk because of mines and possi- 
ble missile attacks in the war to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait. 

Iraq fired up to 10 missiles 
Sunday night and early Monday 
morning at Saudi Arabia's East- 
ern Province, where the king- 
dom's main oilfields, refineries 
and loading terminals are lo- 
cated. 

But shipping executives' said 
tankers were still taking onrCrude 
at Ras Tannurah terminal,, '.jifSt 
north of Dhahran. *" "* 

Shipping sources said ship- 
onwers and captains would - be 
ready to take the risks if cargo 
owners paid soaring insurance 
costs. 

Sending mines floating down 
the Gulf is like sowing mines in 
the desert and than putting signs 
on top of them," said one Gulf- 
based shipping company execu- 
tive. 

The Esso Geneva official, who 


declined to be identified, said 
that despite the U.S. warning, the 
Gulf was much safer now than it 
was tn the closing stages of the 
19S0-8S Iran-Iraq war when both 
sides attacked merchant shipping. 

Mines were abundant at that 
time, he aded. 

"I can talk only for myself, but 
the presence of Western navies in 
the Gulf gives everyone some 
kind of assurance," said the offi- 
cial, contacted by satellite tele- 
phone while the tanker loaded 
crude at Ras Tannurah. 

Western navies have minehun- 
ters and minesweepers in the 
Gulf. Two more British minehun- 
ters Saturday joined the three 
already operating in the Gulf, 
conduit for at least one-fifth of 
the West's oil supplies. 

A U.S. military spokesman in 
Riyadh said Sunday that warships 
of the U.S.-led force in the Gulf 
had destroyed 19 floating mines, 
14 of them sown* by -Iraq. 

But it was not clear if the mines 
hadjbeen planted recently by Iraq 
or dated back to the. Iran-Iraq' 
war. ■ - ^ 

Shipping sources saief there? 
were still minefields in the north- 
ern Gulf, sown by Iran and Iraq 
during their war. 

The Middle East navigation 
aids service in Bahrain reported 
three mines were spotted bobbing 
in the northern and central Gulf 
Sunday. 

Some shipping sources said 
more mines were spotted around 
Saudi Arabi's Seafauiya 
offshore oilfield close to Kuwait. 


Israel tightens military censorship 


TEL AVIV (AP) — This story 
has been submitted to the Israeli 
military censor. 

That in itself is not surprising, 
since reporters in Israel accept it 
as normal for a country that has 
fought five wars in its 43-year 
existence. 

But since Iraq fired missiles at 
Israel, authorities have tightened 
the rules, fearing that news re- 
ports pinpointing where war- 
heads land could help make Iraqi 
aim even more dangerous. 

For the first time, army censors 
have been stationed round-the- 
clock at the offices of major U.S. 
television networks to monitor 
broadcasts and to order cuts of 
material they consider sensitive. 

“If anyone of you would like to 
commit suicide, I urge you very 
much to do it outside the coun- 
try," Brigadier General Nachman 
Sfaai, the chief army spokesman, 
told foreign reporters Saturday. 

Brig. Sbai said footage aired by 
U.S. television networks after 
missile attacks on Tel Aviv and 
Haifa Friday, and on the Tel Aviv 
area Saturday, were especially 
damaging. About 30 people were 


wounded and dozens of buildings 
damaged in the two barrages. 

"During the firing and shortly 
afterwards the networks reported 
the exact places of hits," Brig. 
Shai said. “They revealed several 
locations that have been hit, and 
somebody there (in Iraq) certain- 
ly drew lines and made drawings. 

"Those reports may easily lead 
the Iraqi armed forces to certain 
places, locations that they are 
looking for," he said. "It's a 
question of human life that de- 
pends veiy much on you." 

A government statement 
issued to all reporters warned 
that “severe steps will be taken 
against transgressors." 

Network personnel, who de- 
clined to be identified, said the 
censors had failed to make their 
regulations clear beforehand. 

Military officials have forbid- 
den reporters to identify neigh- 
bourhoods hit, but did not restrict 
accounts of casualties and dam- 
age, or complaints by some resi- 
dents of faults in the tidl defence 
system. 

They nibbed out street names 
and shop signs on photographs. 


and banned wide-angle shots that 
might identify the site. 

After Saturday's attack, cen- 
sors erased from articles the num- 
ber of missiles that hit Tel Aviv, 
although the figure had been 
reported by the Pentagon hours 
before. 

Israeli officials argue that the 
restrictions are minimal for war- 
time, and are less severe than the 
rules imposed on reporters with 
the allied forces in the Gulf. 

The censorship laws are based 
on the 1945 emergency regula- 
tions imposed by the British dur- 
ing the Palestine mandate. 

Guidelines list a broad range of 
subjects liable for prior review by 
the censors, who have virtually 
unlimited discretion to suppress 
reports deemed harmful to secur- 
ity. 

The guidelines include subjects 
dealing with immigration, milit- 
ary manoeuvres and operations, 
water sources, cabinet meetings, 
events in the occupied territories 
and movements and contacts of 
the state president and cabinet 
ministers m the occupied areas 
and abroad. 


The rules also require stories 
about censorship to be reviewed. 

But reporters have complained 
in the past that governments 
sometimes use the censors to ban. 
reports for political reasons. 

In practice, censorship has re- 
laxed in recent years. Last June, a 
parliamentary committee recom- 
mended a “drastic reduction" in 
the areas under the censor’s au- 
thority. 

It also called for easing restric- 
tions on Arabic language news- 
papers — widely read by Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
— by allowing them to publish 
from the Hebrew press or the 
state radio and television. 

However, the parliamentary 
board urged stiffer penalties for 
violators. 

Punishments have included 
brief closures of Israeli papers. 
At least seven foreign reporters 
have had their government-issued 
.press cards lifted temporarily for 
violating censorship. Five cases 
occurred during the ongoing 
three-year Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 



cSy Sunday evemng!“Come and join us to save Warn," the£ 
ctaS. The volunteers were recruited by STOP ^ $ 

“Saddam force" which have vowed to defend "ffie ^ofy 
Tiaa " The croups described President Saddam as _ a great^ 
JS ^ "bC Ed leader of the jihad against Amencansand^ 

other anti-Islamic forces.” " 

New Zealand to boost Gulf force *|j 

WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand will send im nOtour ' 
staff to the Gulf in response to a ^ ucst = 
Minister Jim Bolger said Monday. The cabinet had I deodedjo 
send up to 20 more servicemen and women to work al ongside 
British forces in Saudi Arabia, Mr. Bolger told a new confer- 
ence. “Given the scale of the conflict it’s probable tha t there . 
be a much higher scale of casualties in the future and 
want to make a contribution,” he said- A 32-strong New Zealand- ? 
army medical team has 'just arrived in Bahrain to work with U.S. 
forces, the second part of New Ze al a n d’s contributio n to T he ~ 
multinational forces. It also has two Hercules transport aircraft m ^ 
Saudi Arabia. - .. .. 

Bashir drops 3 ministers in reshuffle 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s military leader General Omar ' : 
Hassan Al Bashir has reshuffled his cabinet for the second time- - 
gu cg seizing power in a coup 18 months ago. State-run television .. 
Omdunnan reported Sunday night that Minister of Culture and.. 
Information Mohammad Khojli Salhin, Minister of Transport and ■’ 
Communi cations AK. Ahmad Ibrahim and Minister for Displaced 
Persons Peter Orat had been sacked. No reasons were given for. 
tbe sackings. Mr. Orat, a Christian southerner, opposes the: 
introduction of Sharia law in Sudan while the other two are 
reported to have been lukewarm in their support of Sharia. • 

Austrian police arrest Iranians 

VIENNA (R) — Austrian police have arrested a group of. 
Iranians on suspicion of planning attacks, Interior Minister Franz' 
Loeschnak said Monday. “In the last 24 hours we arrested 10 or 
11 Iranian citizens who are suspected of having committed various 
misde meanours such as falsifying documents and similar' 
offences,” Mr. Loeschnak said in a radio interview. "There are 
also indications that these people were planning terrorist activi- 
ties. What kind of activities and when they planned to attack is the- 
subject of investigations.” The popular daily Kronenzeitung said 
tiie Iranians were part of a group which opposed their own' 
government and supported Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

Coptic pope predicts short war 

CLEVELAND, Ohio (R) — Pope Sbenouda in, the spiritual 
leader of 22 million Coptic Orthodox Christians, has said that the 
Gulf war would be a short one, possibly lasting only a few more 
days. “The war will not take too long a time and everything win 
be settled in a few days." the pope said in an interview. He 
declined to explain the reasons for his predictions. The spiritual 
leader, whose headquarters are in Egypt, was in Cleveland at the 
weekend. 

r j " • ■* ■ ( 

Jews call for closurii of PLO office 

LONDON (R) — Leading British Jews, concerned over security 
during the Gulf war, have urged the government to dose the ■ 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) office in London. 
“There is a risk of terrorism in this country and it would appear to 
us one of the great dangers is to have a PLO office in London. It 
should be dosed down,” Hayira Pinner, secretary general of the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, told Sky Television. “Since the .] 
Gulf war the Palestine Liberation Organisation and its leader ’ 
Yasser Arafat have allied themselves completely and dearly with 
(Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein,” he said. _ 

Expelled Iraqi diplomats head for Tunis ^ 

• PARIS (AP) — Twelve members of the Iraqi embassy apparently .=■ 
expelled by the French government boarded a flight Monday for , 
Tunisia, a French news agency reported. The dozen diplomats | 
and their families, 14 people in all, refused to talk to journalists as 
they arrived at Orly airport, the Agence France-Presse (AFP) > 
news agency reported. Neither the Foreign Ministry nor the Iraqi . . j 
emb assy would comment on the reported expulsion, which was 
first reported as being planned Saturday. Only Ambassador H 
Abdul Razzak Al Hashemi and four assistants will remain at -- 
Iraq's diplomatic mission in the French capital, AFP said, citing •’ 
tire embassy’s interpreter. The expelled diplomats were to fly to ’ 
Tunis and later to fly to Larnaca, Cyprus and then to Amman, : 
AFP reported citing well-informed sources. AFP dted good 
sources as saying that France is preparing to expel about 30 more 
Iraqi nationals and citizens of other Middle East countries - 
thought to present a danger to the public. Belgium, Britain, - 
Canada, Greece and Italy have expelled Iraqi nationals judged to - 
be national security threats in the past few days, following the 
outbreak of war in the Gulf. On Sept. 21, France expelled 11 Iraqi 
diplomats and about 30 other Iraqis, including military trainees, 
after Iraqi troops in Kuwait violated the residence of the French 
ambassador. 

Water levels increased 

AMMAN (Petra) — Water levels in several dams, particularly in 
the eastern parts of the country, have increased. The level has also 
increased at King Talal Dam, according to a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation. King Talal Dam was receiving 
ot and a half cubic metres per minute. Dams in the eastern parts of 
the country are now full of water, following last week’s rainfalL ' 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

15:45 Children programmes 

18:00 News Summary 

18:10 Local programme 

IW5 Programme review 

20dM News in Arabic 

20-JO Arabic series 

21 JO Programme review 

21:46 Local programme 

2&90 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

UfcOO Cartoons 

18 JO Documentary 

1MN News in French 

19:15 Aujourd'hui cn Jordanic 

19J0 News In Hebrew 

2fcW News m Arabic 

2BJO Charles in Charge 

21:10 Life Revolution 

22.-00 News in English 

22 JO Columbo 

PRAYER TUNES 


06-30 ....(Sunrise) Doha 

11347 Dhuhr 

14J9 -Asr 

17:04 Maghreb 

lfc24 'isha 

CHURCHES 

St- Mary ofNaxareUi Church, Swdfleb 
Tel. 810740. 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785, 685326. 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Chsrcfa of the Amraudathn Tci. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tci. 661757 
Tenrasaota Charch Tel: 622366 
Church of the Atvnanciadon Tci. 
623541. 

AngBcan Charch Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TcL 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tel: 
811295. 

The Chmxh at Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817, 654932. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy with expected 
showery rain and winds will be wester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, it win be partly 
doody with northerly moderate wind 
and calm sea. 


Min ./max. icmp. 

Amman 4/12 

Alpha 10/20 

Deserts 3 / 13 

Jordan Valley 1 ] / 21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 


Amman 47 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. team Al Asmar 890504 

Dr. Salah Al Uuoud 649028 

Dr. Fakhri Taych 885880 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa 732056 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdtnvs pharmacy 778336 

Al Axcnra pharmacy 637055 

Nairouicb pharmacy 623672 

AlSalnm pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pha rm a cy 637660 


HUUD: 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim ( — ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Ghastan Al Faqih I — ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Imtnediaic 

Rescue 630341 

CrvO Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 637777 

Rrc Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 77S121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


Pnbfic Security Department — 630321 

Hold Complaints — .. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MtmicipaHiy 

Complaints - 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ........ 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

Abdafl Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Tdcvmkm 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...’815615 
Ele c t r i c Power 

Company ..... 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport.. 08-53200 9HA 

HOSPITALS uppe 

AMMAN: bS£U"' 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 Banana /ii 

KhaUdi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 Bearn " 

AhOchMatenmy, J. Amn.... 642441/2 Chbbai' 

Jnbal Amman Maternity ... 642362 Carrot ' 

J. Antnum *3^5 

Palestine. Shmetsam 664171/4 ConT^ 

Sane^ Hospital 669131 Cuoaiite! 

JSS 

assay's® sue 

sasnsa— 1RH8 sas- 

SET? 

ass— ~ » 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 Ok£ ntEr 

Mncem Baama Hoqatal ( 02)275353 j^***'*' 

Gnxfc Cathode Hospital OffitemTS 

JS*^**"**- (oKS SS*..;: 

.... (03j3 1411] SSL; 


market PRICES 

UppeoJower price in Os per Ism. 

Appte 580/480 

- — 500/450 

oanana (Mulunnntar) 450 / 400 

5gS“ 500 / 400 

100/ 80 

220/ WO 

r*" 1 — 200 / 150 

(large) 100/60 

roatmbeis (small) 200/140 

500/ 400 

180/120 

jfiy - — 150/100 

Marrow (small) ...... 280 / 220 

oSnrSLi'"' — 280 / 220 

Onion (green) 150/100 

-. 600 / 500- 

y* 0 ** 440/220 

«Ppw(hot) 420 / 350 

rcppor (sweet) 220/160 

- 330 / 280 

- 150/100 

SLl’ 400 / 300 

Tomatoes m /W. 







Home News 




U^ralestinian officials urge boycott 
allied ships and aircraft 


_ * AMMAN (J.T.) — Pales tinian 

7 officials living m Jordan Monday 

, v;;~: ’^voiced their absolute support for 
.. , 'Iraq _ in the face of American 

aggression and landed Jordan's 
^tand with regard to the current 
V ' 3 ' : ^'Htnation in the Gulf. 

_ ^ : In^ a statement addressed to 

_ ■ - r. ;. ‘parliaments of Arab and Islamic 

; ; 7 *^ i, ’.^coun tries, these personalities 
1 called for backing Iraq’s just 

’ • cause, and for denouncing those 
countries taking part in the 
Orce aggression on the Iraqi people. 

The statement, which was 
... . _ signed by the speaker of the 
_/ _■ - ; i ^Palestine National Council, 


members of the PLO's executive 
committee, Palestine ambassa- 
dor in Jordan and several mem- 
bers of die central committee of 
Fateh, urged Arab workers to 
boycott American ships and air- 
carft and to stop work at oil 
installations pumping crude to 
American ships and aircraft The 
statement also urged workers to 
deal in a similar manner. with 
other countries considered hos- 
tile to the Arab Nation .for their 
involvement in the aggression on 
Iraq. 

lie statement urged Arab 
and Islamic governments to ex- 


tend speedy help to Iraq and 
urged the masses to exert press- 
ure on their governments which 
support Washington’s aggression 
to change their position. 

The statement condemned the 
Turkish government's position 
towards the crisis and Ankara's 
permission to NATO forces to 
use Turkish airbases to launch 
raids on Iraq. 

The statement paid tribute to 
the government and people of 
Iran for their support of the Iraqi 
people and demanded quick 
Islamic moves to end the aggres- 
sion on Iraq. 




Abdul Nasser sees Gulf war 


■ V 


as link in 


against Islam 


7 "By Caroline Farad 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The American 
■peh.rtn aggression on Iraq can be de- 
11 Wile scribed as a war of genocide 
being committed agains t the 
- r --‘ -.Arab people, their steadfastness 
- ^ and independence and it is a 
con tin oa don of the numerous 
" 7 massacres committed by the 

, ” ' . Zionists at Deir Yassin, Jeru- 

saletri and other parts of Pales- 
C tine according to Dr. Khaled 
>.‘Abdtil Nasser, son of the late 
“■ Egyptian President Jamal Abdul 

The West is clearly set to stem 
the expansion of Islam, and the 
world Zionism is helping ont, by 
striking at Iraq with all forms of 
_ weapons as a first step, Khaled 
.1 . Abdul Nasser said in a statement 

.. _ ’ . " 1 to the A1 Ra’i and the Jordan 
- ... „ 'V Times. 

~ ’• The American-led coalition be 
added, is now waging a war of 
genocide against the Iraqi peo- 
*■' pie under the pretext of liberat- 
ing Kuwait and the current 
' ■■■' ~ American air raids can by no 
means be considered as repre- 
^ 3 r senting the spirit of the interna- 

tional legitimacy or the will of 
the international community. 

Khaled Abdul Nasser, who is 
. . . ’ now employed as a professor of 

. . . . _ . engineering at Cairo University, 
said the ongoing war of genocide 


on Iraq was being waged under 
the pretext of implementing in- 
ternational, legitimacy but in fact 
it was also a war designed to 
achieve interests of colonial 
powers, most importanity oQ. 

The American-led coalition, 
he said, was trying hard to break 
the Arab Nation's will and 
humiliate the Islamic nations to 
force them to succumb to the 
will of the forces of evil and the 
whims and desires of world 
Zionism. 

Abdul Nasser, who is now 
lacing a trial in Cairo for alleged 
anti-regime activities in Egypt, 
said it was most astonishing to 
bear some Arab states speaking 
on behalf of Israel and urging it 
not to get involved in the war 
that these can be no splits within 
the coalition arrayed against 
Iraq. 

**1 cannot imagine any hon- 
ourable Arab person who does 
not condemn the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq," Abdul Nas- 
ser added. 

He stressed that people can 
never be obliterated through 
aggression as long as their will to 
resist persists and their faith in 
£od was solid. 

The Arabs, he added, have no 
alternative but to remain stead- 
fast like the Palestinian people 
-who are confronting all forms of 
atrocities with growing deter- 
mination. Iraq, he stressed is 


now, waging war in defence of 
the whole Arab Nation and 
Arab future and for this it de- 
serves all support and assistance. 

Meanwhile, a major Mulsim 
fundamentalist group, one of the 
largest opposition bodies in 
Egypt, urged President Hosni 
Mubarak Sunday to quit the 
anti-Iraq coalition. 

It- condemned “aggression 
against the Iraqi people” by the 
U.S.-led multinational force, in 
which Egypt has more than 
38,500 troops. 

In a press statement, the ban- 
ned but tolerated Muslim. 
Brotherhood said Egyptian sol- 
diers should leave the alliance 
now that no danger exists of 
Iraqi “aggression.” 

“We call on die president to 
poll our force s ont of the Gulf, 
especially after the disappear- 
ance of all so-called tx>isibUities 
of an Iraqi attack on (Gulf) 
countries,” the statement said. 

Actually, it added, the coun- 
tries where Egyptian troops are 
based “have become bases for 
military forces attaching the Ira- 
qi people.” 

In its statement, the Muslim 
Brotherhood said it has conde- 
mned Ira t s invasion of Kuwait 
since occurred on Ang. 2. 
Nev^ .tireless, it said, the coali- 
tr -i's r.aack on Iraq, which be- 
^an Thursday, was unjustified. 


Arabiyat 
asks China, 
N. Korea 
to help stop 
Gulf war 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament, 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat. Monday 
sent a cable to the speaker of the 
Chinese People's Assembly, 
appealing for support for the 
Iraqi people who are facing an 
aggression by the American-led 
coalition. 

The United States and its 
allies are trying to devastate an 
Arab country with their modem 
weapons, killing innocent people 
and destroying social, economic 
and scientific centres in violation 
of all international principles 
and laws, said Arabiyat in his 
cable. 

We call on you to help stop 
the aggression immediately and 
solve the crisis by peaceful 
means and negotiations, Ara- 
biyat added. 

In another cable to the speak- 
er of North Korean parliament, 
Arabiyat said that the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
against Iraq were unjnst and in 
violation of all humanitarian 
principles and laws. 

He appealed to North Korea 
to support the Iraqi people in the 
face of this aggression and help 
initiate negotiations for peace. 

In both cables, the Speaker of 
the Lower House said that the 
NATO alliance is now launching 
a genocide war on the innocent 
people of Iraq who are in need 
of help to fend off this danger. 

Jordan, he said, recognises the 
humanitarian roles played by the 
Chinese and North Korean peo- 
ple over the years and their 
keenness On maintaining world 
security and stability. 

He urged the two countries to 
contribute towards the solution 
of all the Middle Eastern prob- 
lems through negotiations and in 
a just, equitable and peaceful 
manner. 

Arabiyat had earlier sent a 
cable to His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II also inviting him to lead 
efforts designed to attain world 
peace and security. 
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Aqaba transport firm 
mobil|§§§ exty^potentiai ; 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In view of the 
-increased numbers of evacuees 
- - : - Converging on Aqaba from Iraq 

* 'following the outbreak of war, 
i . .'-the port authorities and the Arab 
--./Maritime Bridge Company - 
.. . . taking measures to ensure fu uer 

■maritime trips by ferry joats 
... -.commuting between Aqab:i and 
the Sinai port of Nweibeh. 

Sabri Kate’, company director, 
said that 5,750 people and 150 
, vehicles arriving at the sea port in 
» 3 0 . "die past five days of conflict have 
already made the trip home but 
_many others are still trying to 
' .cave. 

J Among the measures taken so 
■ ar, he said, was the hiring of an 
_• additional ferry boat with a 
'.^parity of 1,500 passengers and 
_ 80 vehicles, which is to be put 
" '_nto use along the maritime 
‘ J oute, raising to three the number 
- »f ferries being used to cany 
- *assengers and their cars and 
. - r - elongmg?. 

’■ Kate' said that the two ferries 
• r* -eing used at present were Sara 
: v ' nd Mansoura; and with the addi- 
Vjon of the new ferry boat, the 
... -.r ; 3tal daily capacity of transport 
- - > etween the two ports will be 
'-’aised to 6,000 passengers and 


400 .chides. 

Kate’ expected large numbers 
of evacuees to converge on 
Aqaba in die coming days and for 
tins reason, he said, the company 
management has now extended 
the working hours of its staff to 
keep them on duty for 24 hours, 
working in shifts. 

* The one problem facing the 
company at present is the soaring 
insurance charges on vessels, 
making operational costs highly 
expensive, said Kate’. : 

The increases in insurance 
charges, he said, have caused 
fluctuations in the prices of tick- 
ets but the company is now doing 
all it can to stabilise fares. 

The influx of evacuees came in 
the wake of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment’s decision to re-open the 
border with Iraq at the 
Ruweished border post following 
the start of the American aggres- 
sion on Iraq last Thursday. The 
border post had been dosed be- 
fore evacuees because the gov- 
ernment had said it could not 
cope with the -situation especially 
as promised assistance from inter- 
national organisations was not 
forthcoming. 


Launchers 

(Continued from page 1) 
suggest we are well on the way to 
jut objectives,” Gen. Moore 
aid. 


.... Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
_\as 'SkM Iraq V holding bade its 
-J. ufitjuy might to confront U.S.-led 
. ..-vi' '.Jroes^in a ground war to bold 

‘- TuwSdt 


In ' a defiant speech to His 
eople _ Sunday, . President Sud- 
ani said Iraqi troops would now 
xike 'bade “after using only a 
action of their forces against 
x attacks, ... 

^“fn the - coming period, the 
pgl^-sponse of Iraq will be on a 
ft** 1 ^,rg^r scale, using all the means 
5 ^id potential God has given us 
Jid which so for only been used 
* he said. 



i “Our ground forces have not 
-itered the battle so for, and 
?ily a small part of our force has 
\ en used,” he said. “When the 
-i nfcontation begins with an afl- 
't^battle with all kinds of 
^lapohs and arms, the extent of 
"js death in the enemy ranks mil 
4*ease.” 

^brBehixL Iraqi Charge D‘af- 

-Jiripv Hikmat Khodeir was . 
:'oted Sunday as saying his 
i rntry’s -planes and mobile mis- 
i>! lamchers were “safe in hide- 
-V that cannot be easfly de- 
nted or attacked.” 

\ The newspaper quoted an un- 


identified Palestinian offidal 
saying Iraq had 140 mobile laun- 
chers, “concealed in under- 
ground bunkers built in Western 
Iraq to be used in sporadic bar- 
rages against Israel.” 

A1 Diyar said Palestinian offi- 
cials held several meetings with 
President Saddam Hussein and 
his top generals before leaving 
- Baghdad recently. 

One of them said about 400 
Iraqi airplanes were hidden in 
similar bonkers in the mountains 
of northeastern Iraq. 

He said chemical weapons 
plants and a medium-size nuc- 
lear reactor were “dismantled 
and conceiead in bunkers built 
specially for such an event m 
1984.” 

The official said eight-to-12 
metre deep underground shel- 
ters in Kuwait and southern Iraq 
accomadated 400,000 Iraqi 
troops, their arms and supplies- 

U.S. President George Bush was 
reported to have endorsed a plan to 
send allied ground forces on a 
s w eepin g flanking move around Ira- 
qi troops in Kuwait and southern. 
Iraq if Iraq does not crack under 
bombardment. 

Newsweek magazine said Sun- 
day the plan was drawn up by 
General Norman Schwarzkopf, 
the U.S. commander of Opera- 
tion Desert Storm. 


ADU sets up pan- Arab 

r>i.;rJ-ni.i» '.r‘ A jr.o baju.j 

emergenc; 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 





based Arab Doctors Union 
(ADU) Monday announced tire 
birth of a special pan-Arab 
emergency health committee to 
support Iraq in the face of the 
ongoing aggression. 

The committee is charged with 
recruiting and dispatching medic- 
al and health teams from various 
Arab countries to go to Iraq and 
undertake the treatment of war 
victims, and also to organise cam- 
paigns to collect donations of 
medicines, medical equipment 
and blood, according to ADU 
President Hassan Khreis. 

Khreis told a press conference 
here that the committee has 
already received initial contribu- 
tions from popular organisations 
enabling it to embark on its 
humanitarian mission. 

The committee has already 
sent the first medical team to Iraq 
and two more medical teams 
would be arriving here from 
Tonis and Algiers soon en route 
to Baghdad, Khreis said. 

This emergency committee, 
Khries pointed out, would be in 
charge of receiving Arab medical 
teams and facilitating their arrival 
iin Baghdad where their work: 
would be conducted in coordina- 
tion with the Iraqi health ministry 
and the Iraqi Red Crescent Socie- 
ty- 

For its part, the health ministry 
of Jordan together with the Jor- 
dan National Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS) have already voiced 


their full support for this noble 
goal and their willingness to ex- 
tend all possible assistance to tire 
committee, according to Khreis. 

He said that the committe has 
now contacted various medical 
organisations and unions in Tuni- 
sia, Algeria, Yemen, Germany 
and other European countries to 
enlist help, and most of these 
organisations have expressed 
readiness to send medical teams 
to work in Iraqi hospitals. 

Dr. Khreis appealed to all local 
organisations to donate blood 
and contribnte cash and in-kind 
assistance and medical equipment 
to enable the committee shoulder 
its humanitarian taks. 

Addressing the [ness confer- 
ence, Mr. Amin Shuqair, secret- 
ary-general of the Jordanian- 
people's Committee for Support- 
ing Iraq said that the first batch of 
Jordanian doctors who arrived in 
Iraq Monay would determine the 
actual needs of the Iraqi people 
and report to the committee. 

Fathi Arafat, chairman of the 

Palestine Red Crescent and Red 
Cross Committee said that the 
Palestine Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Society in Kuwait and 
all its branches there have been 
placed at the disposal of the 
400,000 Palestinian people, offer- 
ing them assistance. The Bagh- 
dad branch, Jre said, has also been 
provided with all medical equip- 
ment to offer help to the Iraqi 
people. 


Focus 

(Continued from page 1) 

were overflowing. He is leader 
of the Shfite Muslim Islamic 
Action Group, and considered 
mentor of the Iraqi rebel move- 
ment. 

Among the Iraqi targets hit, 
according to the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, is the Salman 
Pak biological research centre, 
the main chemical-biological re- 
search and production facility 
southeast of Baghdad. Salman 
Pak is ringed by surface-to-air 
missil e defences. 

Also destroyed was the 


was attacked by three d iff e re nt 
waves of bombers Sunday after- 
noon. 

Bat Iraq appeared undaunted 
in its official pronouncements. It 
said Monday that it had won the 
first round in tire ’‘mother of 
battles,” and would achieve vic- 
tory. 

“(U.S. President George) 
Bush’s evil dreams have been 
shattered and scattered in the al- 
together with the wreck of his 
aircraft and missiles,” said Iraqi 
radio. 

“Bush’s wager on a swift and 
decisive battle was shattered 
together with his black dreams.” 

Iraq's embassy in Tokyo 


Samarra chemical plant north of 
Baghdad, the main chemical 
weapons production centre, 
wlndi has heavy SAM defences 
as well. 

The official Iranian news 


issued a statement which said the 
Vietnam war will “appear a pic- 
nic in comparison with what is in 
store for them (the .United 
States) in this war.” 

And Ambassador Rashid A1 


agency reported sustained 
attacks on the southern city of 
Basra, location of the military 
headquarters governing opera- 
tions in Kuwait 
The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the city 


Rifei warned that the United 
States should prepare itself for 
something “more surprising" 
than the missiles Iraq has 
already fired at Israel and Saudi 
Arabia, according to the 
Japanese news agency Kyodo. 
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Deputies deplore attack on Iraqi holy sites 

Tamimi declares jihad on U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman-based Islamic Jihad 
Monday announced a holy, war 
against the interests of 29 coun- 
tries involved in (he American- 
led coalition against Iraq. 

The head of the group, Islamic 
Jihad (Beit A1 Maqdes), Sheikh 
Assad Bayoud AI Tamimi was 
quoted by the French news agen- 
cy (AFP) as saying that he had 
issued orders to his organisation 
to strike ax the interests of the 29 
countries fighting Iraq alongside 
the U.S. 

Israel, he said, is included in 
this holy war which entails laun- 
ching suicidal attacks on their 
interests. Sheikh Tamimi said in 
his statement. “In the coming 
few days, my group will begin 
painful blows toi the Western 
coalition arrayed against Iraq, 
and we will not spare any target 
within our reach,” Sheikh Tami- 
mi warned. 

In addition to Israel and the 
Western nations, the order in- 
cludes Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries aligned behind the United 
States. 

Sandi Arabia, Egypt and Syria 
will be targets of the group's 
coming operations. Sheikh 
Tamimi asserted. 

He said that he took the deci- 
sion soon after he heard Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s call 


on the Muslims of the world to 
declare holy war. 

The Bait AI Maqdes Islamic 
Jihad group had earlier claimed 
responsibility for attacks in 
Egypt, the last of which was the 
attack uear the Egyptian-Israeli 
border. 

In another development, the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
( ALO) Monday issued an appeal 
to the Arab workers to confront 
and foil the aggression on Iraq 
and the Arab Nation. 

Deputy chairman of the 
ALO's board of directors, Khalil 
Abu Khouima, called in a state- 
ment on all workers movements 
in the Non-Aligned Movement 
countries to confront and abort 
the American-led aggression on 
Iraq. 

He urged Arab labour unions 
to respond favourably and en- 
thusiastically to the call for holy 
war in defence of Arab soil and 
Arab dignity. 

Several members of the Lower 
House of Parliament Monday 
denounced aggression waged by 
the U.S. and its allies on Iraq 
and Shi’ite holy places there. 

The attacks by the Americans 
and their allies on holy rites in 
the cities of Najaf and Karbala in 
Iraq only express U.S. disrespect 
for the Muslims, the deputies 


said in a statement. 

They described the aggression 
as a war against Islam, the Mus- 
lims and the Islamic civilisation 
as a whole. 

They appealed to the Arab 
rulers to support Iraq and to 
revenge this disgraceful aggres- 
sion. 

Deputy Atef AI Btoush, depu- 
ty speaker at the Lower House 
of Parliament and official 
spokesman of the independent 
Islamic Bloc, Sunday issued a 
statement denouncing the 

aggression. 

He said the U.S. and its allies 
claimed that their goal was to 
defend Saudi Arabia and to 
liberate Kuwait in order to 
undermine the Arab stand. 

“Those Arabs who believed 
America’s claim and sided with 
it against Iraq did not realise that 
by attacking Iraq they would 
only serve Israel's interests.” 
Btoush said. 

Btoush called on those Arab 
leaders to alter their stand and to 
support Iraq. 

He criticised statements by 
U.S. and other Western diplo- 
mats who advocated a new world 
order for the region. 

“They seek a new order in tire 
region to serve their interests for 
a period of time that will last for 


, allies 

at least one century. That means 
Israel will remain in tire region 
for another century,” he said. 

He added that this new order 
means that the Arabs will only 
be allowed to develop scientifi- 
cally and militarily to the limit 
.that Israel and the U.S. would 
allow. 

Deputy Ahmad Oweidi AI 
Abbadi also issued a statement 
in which he said “the Israeii- 
American forces attack on tire 
holy rites in AI Najaf and Karba- 
la show that the attackers are 
disrespectful for Islam and the 
Muslims." 

Abbadi called on the I ranian 
people, parliament and govern- 
ment to take revenge for this 
aggression and called on the 
Turkish people to deny the U.S. 
the use of its territory to launch 
attacks. on Iraqi Muslims. 

Deputies Mansoor Murad and 
Takhir Kawar also issued a joint 
statement condemning the 
aggression and voicing their con- 
fidence in Iraq's capabilities. 

Another statement was issued 
Saturday by the Jordanian Bar 
Association said the battle Iraq 
is fighting against the U.S. and 
its allies is tire Arab Nation's 
battle. The association conde- 
mned the stands of the Arab 
countries who supported the 
attack on Iraq. 


‘Third Circle’ peace activist 
prays, fasts for ‘no harb* 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “I will keep fasting 
until they stop killing each 
other,” the 55 year old English 
literature teacher, Dr. Ellen Ros- 
ser said after five days of fasting 
to protest the war in the Gulf. 

Rosser, a member of the World 
Peace Now Movement was on her 
way to the peace camp set up on 
tire Kuwaiti-Saudi border, when 
news of the war broke out. She 
then derided to lead her own 
crusade by fasting and praying to 
end what she referred to as “the 
killings of innocent people." 

Rosser, who has become a 
familiar right as one- passes in 
front of toe American embassy 
on the Third Qide, collapsed 
Monday morning afte? fiVe'days 
of fasting. She was rushed to 
hospital, and released after some 


minor examinations. Rosser re- 
turned to her usual spot sur- 
rounded by bouquets of flowers 
from people who have 
befriended her. 

“Everyone has been so suppor- 
tive, I am overwhelmed with gra- 
titude,” Rosser told the Jordan 
Times. 

Asked what will happen to her 
if tire war drags on for months, 
the snn-bnrned Rosser said “I 
hope it will not, and I will keep 
praying until they stop this •war.” 

Rosser showed delight when 
she was told that her little crusade 
has taken a spot in world news. “I 
did not know that. My son called 
me and said drat he has not seen 
me on television. Bat if. I did 
appear 'then <L arm delighted that 
someone iS' listening -to me." 

SKesAEfo Shov^ corifidehce ’in 
the effectiveness of the huge de- 
monstrations taking place in cities 


all over the United States. 

“Eventually all these demon- 
strations will help in stopping the 
war. This is how the Vietnam war 
ended," Rosser said. 

Bundled up in a brown suit 
with gloves and a scarf, Rosser is 
still carrying her banner calling 
for American President George 
Bush to stop the bloodshed in the 
Gulf. The new addition to her 
banner is an olive branch she 
taped to it. “I got this from a 
friend who took me to her 
house,” Rosser said with a smile. 
“On my way out I saw little 
•children and I said to them *no 
harb,' and they shouted back to me 
'no hart), no harb.' I thought that 
was ve ry nice," R osser reflected. 

* This peace activist on a person^ 

al crusade is determined to makfe 
a fchange’ihthe woridby making 
her. voice heard. She will be 
joined today at 2 JO p.m. by a 


group of volunteers who also 
want to contribnte and make 
their voices heard. 

“It is ever true that who does 
nothing for others does nothing 
for himself.” 

Outside the U.S. embassy, 
more than 20 doctors and lawyers 
joined Dr. Rosser. 

“I am beginning to get weaker 
without food every day, bat I am 
surviving,” she said. 

Lawyer Jaial Abadi, who 
•joined the vigil outside the 
embassy, said the Bar Associa- 
tion appealed to lawyers worl- 
dwide “to stand up for justice in 
the Arab World.” 

“TTrere has been a lot of injus- 
tice BgBjiut Iraq,” he said. “The 
Unitea ‘States, which is claiming 
to defend human rights, has been 
the first, to violate the basic hu- 
man rights of people in the Mid- 
dle East.” 


Refugees describe 
harrowing raids 
on Iraqi capital 


RUWEISHED, Jordan (R) — 
“The children were crying all the 
time — I thought they would die 
of fear,” says Amina Kayed, a 
Palestinian woman who fled to 
Jordan from the thunder of U.S. 
air raids on Baghdad. 

“The raids were ferocious," 
says Amina Saeed. “Any mi- 
nute, we were feeling the house 
was going to fell on us. We were 
reciting prayers from the Koran 
all the time.” 

“We used to see such things in 
American movies but we never 
thought this could happen in real 
life,” said Saeed, 38, who was 
squeezed with her husband and 
eight children into a station 
wagon. 

Escape across the desert to 
Jordan through the deafening, 
explosions of war was as terrify- 
ing as the day-and-night bomb- 
ing in toe Iraqi capita], according 
to refugees, mainly Jordanians 
and Palestinians, who readied 
this isolated border post. 

About 700 arrived Sunday, 
looking exhausted, with dark cir- 
cles under their eyes after sleep- 
less nights. 

Most said they survived then- 
last raid in Rutbah , about 60 
kilometres from Jordan, where 
missiles criss-crossed, over their 
heads. 


Kayed said of her last days in 
the Iraqi capital: “It was hell... 
the whole sky became red, blue 
and orange. There was foe all 
over Baghdad... our house was 
shaking. Our bodies were shak- 
ing-" 

Pointing at her three-year-old 
son Bashar, Kayed, 47, said: “He 
was terrified. He could not 
sleep. As soon as he bears the 
screams of the planes he would 
ding to me screaming ‘the planes 
have come. The planes have 
come’.” 

Twelve-year-old Palestinian 
Samfh Jaial, eating his first good 
meal after a 12-hour drive from 
Baghdad, said: “I thought some- 
thing will hit me and I could die 
any minute.” 

Mohammad Saeed, 12, said he 
and his brother ventured ont to 
buy candles on the third day of 
the raids but were caught by an 
air raid on the way home. 

“There was a big explosion 
which threw os on toe ground. 
The whole city became red like 
blood — we stayed flat on tire 
ground for five minutes then we 
ran home." 

“It’s honor. It’s getting worse 
and worse each day,” CBS tele- 
vision correspondent Mike 
Kfrsch told reporters after cros- 
sing into Jordan. 


Jordan Valley citizens 
rush to donate blood 


NORTH SHUNEH (Petra) — 
Blood donation centres in the 
hospitals of Mu’ath Ben Jabal 
and Abi Ubeida in the north 
Jordan Valley district have wit- 
nessed a great turnout of people 
to donate blood._ 

A great number of people also 
rushed to the twenty-two volun- 
tary civil defence centres that 
were set up in toe district in 
response to the can of duty. 

North Jordan Valley district’s 
governor Khalaf Mahasneh said 
that a [flan was set op in toe 
district in which a central and 
subsidiary divirions were formed 
to work 24 hoars a day 
He added that the district was 
divided into 22 civil defence 


areas, in each of which a volun- 
teer doctor and individual volun- 
teers would serve in case of an 
emergency. 

On the other hand, a par- 
liamentary delegation comprising 
deputies Sultan Al Edwan, Samir 
Qa’war and Awni Al Bashir Sun- 
day toured several areas in South 
Shuneh and Deir Alla districts 
where they inspected food sup- 
plies centres and the electric, 
energy and water situation in the 
region. The deputies stressed the 
role of citizens In developing the 
agricultural sector and called 
them to increase their production 
to the highest level possible in tire 
light of toe situation prevailing in 
the region. 


RSS draws study 
on development of 
central Salt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS), com- 
missioned by Salt Development 
Corporation, has recently com- 
pleted a study project aiming at 
preparing an implementation 
plan for the development of the 
central business district of the 
city of Salt. 

The project includes a survey 
of buildings with architectural 
heritage in the old part of the 
city, a study of the commercial 
area from the socio-economic 
aspect and a review of the laws 
and regulations governing the 
preservation of buildings with 
architectural heritage. 

The study defines means to 
preserve these buildings, classify 
them according to their historic- 
al significance, and restore them 
as sites of touristic attraction. 

It was carried out by a team of 
RSS architects, civil engineers, 
economic researchers, as well as 
Jordanian legal consultants and 
British experts. 

The study was financed by the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

The study, to be issued ‘in 
early 1991, consists of three 
parts. The first part provides a 
general outlook on Salt with 


regard to architectural, urban, 
economic and housing aspects, 
as well as recommendations for 
the development of the central 
part of the city. 

The second part deals with the 
plan to be adopted to renovate 
central Salt, and details some 
proposed projects to establish a 
heritage centre in one of the old 
buildings, and to reuse one of 
the complexes as a small hotel 
and restaurant to provide touris- 
tic services. 

It. further, deals with develop- 
ing the old market and impro- 
ving the residential areas. This 
part also discusses restoration 
techniques for the renovation 
and maintenance of old build- 
ings. 

The third part contains all 
surveys, researches, and back- 
ground materials on which the 
plan is based. 

An international workshop 
will be held at a later time, and 
will be attended by various local 
and foreign institutions and 
organisations concerned with the 
restoration and revival of 
architectural heritage so as to 
discuss the project and exchange 
expertise and ideas concerning 
its implementation. 


Arab jurist esteems 
Jordan’s national role 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arab Jur- 
ists Union’s Secretary-General 
Shabib Malfld left Amman for 
Sana’ Monday. During his visit 
to Jordan, Malflri praised Jor- 
dan's national endeavours in 
dealing with issues facing the 
Arab Nation, and the efforts it 
exerts to unify Arab ranks. 

Malfld stressed the firmness of 
tiie Iraqi stand in facing the 
American- Atlantic aggression 
against the Arab Nation and 
praised Iraq's high morale de- 
spite the brutal attacks against 

toe civilians. 

He also refuted the American 
allegations that will be short and 
stressed Iraq’s ability to stand up 
to (he imperialist aggression 
against the Arab Nation. 

In a press conference held in 
Amman Sunday, Malfld said 


that toe Iraqi leadership has 
fulfilled its promise of striking 
Israel if war breaks out. 

He added that Arab Jurists 
Union has called on Arab and 
Islamic organisations to confront 
the Zionist coalition, in the Gulf 
area, which aims at destroying 
the Arab Nation permanently. 

Miliki also praised the role of 
the Jordanian media played in 
the transposition of information 
in a truthful and credible man- 
ner. 

Maliki’s visit to Jordan was 

part of a tour to many of the 

Arab and world countries in 
order to establish extensive con- 
tacts with world jurist organisa- 
tions with regard to the 
American-led aggression against 
Iraq. 
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Scheme for ugly war 

ONE OF the ominous attributes of the ongoing 
U.S.-led war against Iraq is the “news management” 
scheme conducted by President George Bush and his 
administration officials. The purpose is dear: To have 
a free hand in how to wage the battles without the 
constraints imposed on the U.S. administration during 
the Vietnam war two decades ago. The first thing that 
the U.S. president made dear at the outset of his mad 
war against Iraq and its people is that this time 
around, both U.S. hands would be free to conduct the 
war as he saw fit He now remembers that the Vietnam 
war was executed with one hand tied np — meaning 
public opinion and the media. The second feature of 
Bosh’s war in the Golf is to damp down mi news and 
visual pictures of the death and destruction that U.S. 
carpet bombing is causing Iraqi soldiers and tivflians. 
The hypothesis here is that the depiction of the 
Vietnam war on television across the world had 
inhib ited Washington from going all the way in their 
war effort then. So with this kind of “news manage- 
ment” in place, there has been an obvious blackout on 
the damage to dvilian targets in Iraq. There is hardly 
a whisper about what the continuous U.S. bombing of 
Baghdad and other urban areas in Iraq has been doing 
to the Iraqi people. This is in contrast to the fact that 
when ten or IS Israelis are injured because of the Iraqi 
Scud attack a few days ago, all hell and fury broke 
loose across the U.S. television screens. Even U.S. and 
other Western pilots captured by Iraq and seen on 
Iraqi tdevision have been depicted as innocent men 
just doing their duties when they were shot down. 
There is m Western circles a dear bias and doctored 
news dissemination on thfe 'Golf war. Arabs should 
attempt to neutralise thfc. censorship by airing and 
screening all they have on ■the damage wrought by the 
U.S. and other allied savage bombardment against 
Iraq. 

Objectivity should be difficult to maintain when the 
other side is makin g it a sacred duty to Be, deceive and 
disinform. Nevertheless, there should be every effort 
on our part to bring the truth to the surface. A great 
deal of our problem with the Americans, and to a 
lesser extent the Europeans, is that they have largdy 
foiled to understand ns, and when they did not, their 
forces bombed some of ns, only to hide the truth of 
what is really happening from their peoples. We tend 
to know a little about what we are np against We wish 
them to know what they themselves are up to and 
where their leaders are leading their countries. 


ARABIC PRE5S COMMENTARIES 


Why sould the United States and its allies which are now waging 
war on Iraq object to a call by the Lower House of Parliament on 
all Arabs and Muslims to attack Western interests? asked A1 Ra*i 
Arabic daily Monday. Jordan's parliament and people had issued 
urgent appeals to the Western alliance and those nations involved 
in the American-led coalition against Iraq to reason and dialogue 
to solve the problem rather than launch war on Iraq, but those 
appeals went unhee<^»* * the paper noted. Why should the 
Americans and their allies dc ...rrified by the Jordanian parlia- 
ment's call on Muslims and Arabs to thwart the American-led 
invasion and aggression when Arabs and Muslims are beta* 
slaughtered by the American bombs? asked the paper again. The 
representatives of the Jordanian people in parliament have only 
exercised their right and duty in manifesting the people's dismay 
and anger over the aggression on sister Ira], and they have the 
right to confront voices in the American Congress and the British 
Parliament calling for the destruction of the Iraqi people, the 
paper noted. The American-led coalition should realise that from 
now on they are bound to face an angry Arab and Muslim nation 
which' would not only launch attacks on Western interests, but 
would also launch an all-out holy war, said the paper. AJ Ra'i said 
that war against the Americans is now a rightful duty required 
from every Arab and Muslim in the world. 

A1 Dustonr daily launched a bitter attack on Turkey for what it 
called the stabbing of its Muslim Iraq in the back and for siding 
with the aggressors. The paper noted that Turkey has never faced 
any hostile action from Iraq nor were the Iraqi people ever 
confronting uie Turkish people who they consider as brothers in 
Islam - Turkey has committed a treacherous act against its Muslim 
neighbour at a time when millions of Muslims elsewhere in the 
world are condemning the American aggression on the Iraqi 
people, the paper said. Turkey's neutral position in the war would 
have been enough, but it seems that the Turkish president. Turgm 
OzaJ. has opted to back the Americans for the sake of obtaining 
an additional share of the booty and to get more oil and more 
financial assitance from the coalition regardless of Islamic 
principles and norms, the paper noted. It said this is a cheap 
opportunistic policy on the part of Ankara which has shown its 
greed for oil and money, and which opened a second front on Iraq 
to please the aggressors. We condemn Turkey’s aggression on an 
Arab country and we place the blame squarely on the Turkish 
government and people for allowing this aggression to continue 
on a Muslim nation, the paper said. Turkey's aggression on its 
Arab and Muslim neighbour was unprovoked and came to please 
the American aggressors and to transform Turkey into a platform 
serving the American interests, and not the Turkish people, the 
paper added. Turkey's despicable and shameful stand the paper 
said is strongly condemned by all Arabs and all Muslims of the 
world. 


Bush’s growing support among 
is riding on casualties in the Gulf 

^ ... . .. „ “As is typical of when ti 





By Laurence McQuillan 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The Gulf 
war has generated a wave of 
U-.S. public support for Presi- 
dent George Bush as he passes 
the midway point of a four- 
year term, but his political 
future rides on the outcome. 

Despite Bush’s adroit di- 
plomacy in organising a West- 
ern and Arab alliance under- 
pinned by U.N. authority, 
political analysts say that If the 
war turns out badly he could be 
a one-term president. 

Initially, the decision to go 
to war has revived his popular- 
ity, which had started to erode 
as domestic problems, centring 
on mounting budget deficits, 
increased. 

New surveys taken since 
U.S. -led air* raids against 
targets in Iraq and occupied 
Kuwait began last week found' 
overwhelming support for 


Bush. 

A joint CBS News-New 
York Times poll found Bush 
with an 84 per cent approval 
rating. Only nine per cent of 
Americans disapproved of his 
performance. 

Asked if they were proud of 
what the 'United States was 
doing in the Gulf, 74 per cent 
of those polled said yes and 17 
per cent said no. • 

An ABC News poll found 83 
per cent of Americans backed 
the U.S.-led attack against 
Iraq, with 62 per cent of them 
expressing strong support. 

“Americans traditionally ral- 
ly around their president at 
time like these,” said a White 
House official. “We're grateful 
for that.” 

Bruce Buchanan, a profes- 
sor at the University of Texas 
who specialises in the U.S. 
presidency, said Bush has his 
work ahead of him despite the' 
current level of public support. 


Bush is "entering into a 
phase of the process now 
where maintaining that sup- 
port is going to be a big prob- 
lem and will be contingent 
upon the nature of what hap- 


the midway point of his four- 
year term "on Sunday. He is 
expected to seek a second term 
in 1992 and undoubtably the 
Gulf war will be a campaign 
issue. 


‘Saddam Hussein does not need to win the 
war, he doesn’t need to win the battles. All 
he has to do is keep this war going and to 
create casualties... over a period of time. 
Then ytfu’re going to see an erosion of 
support for the war.’ 


pens,” Buchanan said. 

“The longer it drags out, the 
harder it will be to maintain 
support,” he said. “The quick- 
er he gets it over the sooner 
he'll be perceived as a big 
winner." 

Bush, a Republican, marked 


House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas Foley, the 
highest-ranking elected Demo- 
crat. said on Sunday, “the 
country is enormously proud of 
our forces in the region, their 
■ performance, their courage,- 
their professionalism. 


As is typical of when the 
United States goes to war, the 

country rallies around the com- 
mander-in-chief and the forces 
to see that they have the vic- 
tory as soon as possible and 
that peace can come as soon as 
possible," Foley said on the 
CNN programme “Newsmak- 
ers Sunday.’* _ 

Asked about the possibility 
of Bush's support evaporating 
in a prolonged war, Foley said, 
“it’s not going to be a war of 
the dimension in time of viet- 
nam, and so I don’t think we II 
have the kinds of pressures 
that grew after Vietnam 
seemed an endless effort. 

Congressman Lee Hamilton, 
chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on the 
Middle East, said public sup- 
port for jOperation Desert 
Storm “depends almost ^entire- 
ly... on the casualties." 

“Saddam Hussein does not 
, need to win the war, he doesn’t 


need to win the battle 
Hamilton, an Indiana Dez^ 
crat. said on the NBC pra$ 
ram me “Meet the Press."- ?, 

“All he has to dots 
war going and to- create castfSI 
ties... over a period of^tiffl^ 
Then you’re going to sce 
erosion of support Tor "tS|j 
war," he said. ; 

Congressman Stephen, 
arz. a New York Demoaara 
who helped lead die camgaigS 
to give Bush congrestiona|i£^ f 
thority to go to war inthe r; 

agreed on the same program^ |- 
me that “the longer faejm; t 
lasts and the greater tbetasd&T ; 
ties are, the more opposition S'j 
there will be." ;- : 

But he said if chemical 6£ £ 
biological weapons were Used * ■" 
against U.S. troops. *_*thi 
American people wiIT.be : sa c; 
enraged that it will guarantee ; 
American support for this? " 
undertaking no matter how’ ' 
.long it takes." 


Ramstein awaits the wounded 


By Greg Calhoun 
Reuter 

LANDSTUHL, Germany — 
Far from the heat and sand of 
the Gulf, U.S. military nurses 
pulled fresh bed sheets over 
air-mattress cots and got the 
pillows ready. 

Next came the medics, hang- 
ing blank progress charts at the 
foot of every cot set up in this 
aircraft hanger turned hospital 
in the low hills of Western 
Germany. 

Now the grim staff at Ram- 
stein air base are waiting for 
the wounded from the Gulf 
war they hoped would never 
come. 

“Everyone is praying this 
will not happen." said Colonel 
Thomas Vernon, commander 
of the Landstuhl Hospital. 
“But if it is going to happen 
our job is to give the best care 
possible." 

About two kilometres away, 
Landstuhl Army Medical Cen- 
tre, the U.S. army's largest 
hospital in Europe, was pre- 
paring to . convert its nursery 
into an intensive care bums 
centre. 


“I cannot think of anything 
we are not prepared to deal 
with," said Lisa Floyd, a flight 
nurse from South Carolina. 

As reports from the war 
dominated radios and televi- 
sions now running non-stop at 
U.S. bases here, military 
forces grimly made final prepa- 
rations to receive the hundreds 
and perhaps thousands of 
wounded who could come 
through here. 

Landstuhl medical centre is 1 
expected to take in a major 
percentage of wounded troops 
evacuated to Europe, the first 
line of back-up care after the 
field clinics and hospital ships 
in the Gulf. 

Since August it has added 
about 1.000 recently activated 
reservists to its staff of 2,000. 

The 250-bed temporary hos- 
pital in the Ramstein Air Base 
hanger will handle patients 
who need stabilising while 
awaiting a bed and treatment 
in the regular hospital. 

The U.S. military has four 
.main hospitals in Germany 
In' Landstuhl, Wiesbaden. 
Frankfurt and Nuremberg — 


with a peacetime bed capacity 
of 800. 

Military personnel here told 
reporters they were well equip- 
ped to handle the expected 
flow of wounded should the 
heavy fighting start. 

“We’re prepared to take in 
the first patients within six to 
eight hours of the time we hear 
about a startup of hostilities 
said Assistant Hospital Com- 
mander Colonel Eric 
Schoomaker. 

Vernon said the Landstuhl 
hospital could handle almost 
any medical emergency ex- 
pected to result from Gulf 
combat. 

But be conceded a drawn- 
out war could strain medical 
facilities here. “Sure we can be 
overwhelmed, but we have 
contingency plans.” 

As part of those plans, U.S. 
officios have asked German 
hospitals to begin preparing to 
help them cope with any big 
wave of wounded. 

“Our hospital initially would 
send family member patients 
. and local military patients who 
need care to the German hos- 
pitals' 1 Tf "our hospital became* 


too busy with Gulf patients," 
said Staff Sergeant Robert For- 
tenberry at Wiesbaden’s air 
force medical centre. 

Bavarian Social Welfare 
Minister Gebhard Glueck said 
on Wednesday he had asked 
hospitals in his southern Ger- 
man state to see how many 
beds they could provide for 
U.S. soldiers. 

He said contingency plans 
would only be activated if all 
beds in U.S. and German 
military hospitals here were 
foil. 

The atmosphere at Land- 
stuhl Hospital and the airbase 
was clearly depressed when re- 
porters visited. 

“We read the papers and 
listen to the news reports and 
we talk about them just like 
the civilian population. We are 
not optimistic," said Major 
Paula Kougeas, a press officer 
at Ramstein Air Base. 

“This time last year peace 
had broken out in Europe and 
we were all talking about going 
home I think all of us are 
asking *how did it all happen so 
fast:-"” “ ' 


Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 
damages that might have been 
caused by the allied air assaults 
on Iraqi installations. 

The Crown Prince, in an inter- 
view with David Frost of British 
TV AM on Sunday, specifically 
referred to this issue. Noting 
that over 40,000 tonnes of explo- 
sives had been used in the allied 
assaults until then, he asked: 
“...Damage to nuclear facilities: 
Have they resulted in radiation? 
Damage to chemical facilities: 
Have they resulted in seepage?" 

The King had repeatedly 
warned of an "ecological disas- 
ter and catastrophe" in the war. 

U.S. officials have said air 
assaults on Iraq during Sunday 
damaged what they described as 
nudear and chemical installations. 
In the absence of definite in- 
formation coming out of Bagh- 
dad, it was difficult to verify the 
accuracy of the assertion. 


Pacts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iraq since July 17, 1968. regard- 
less of their contents and nature, 
including the joint non- 
aggression pact.” 

That was a reference to a 1989 
accord signed by the two govern- 
ments in which the two countries 
pledged to refrain from the use 
of force against each other. 

July 17, 1968, is when the 
Arab Baath Socialist Party 
seized power in Iraq under 
Ahmad Hassan A1 Bakr. He 
turned over power to President 
Saddam 11 years later, citing 
health reasons. 

The RCC statement said the 
abrogation of the accords “takes 
effect immediately.” 

It attributed the move to “the 
violation by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia of the numerous 
agreements and treaties between 
the two countries, especially 
those related to sovereignty, the 
rights of two peoples and non- 
aggression and use of force 
against each other.” 

It said: “The government of 
Saudi Arabia violated these 
accords by inflicting enormous 
economic losses on Iraq and 
then joining the treacherous 
military aggression which was 
launched by the United States, 
the Zionists and their allied 
Atlantic forces." 

Iraq had accused Saudi Arabia 
of plotting with the United 
States and Kuwait to under min e 
Baghdad’s economy in recent 


years. 

It said the Riyadh government 
‘and Kuwait were pressing for 
repayment of a S30 billion loan 
extended to Baghdad daring its 
1980-88 Gulf war and flooding 
the world market with oil to 
drive down erode prices. 

Iraq was depending on oil 
revenues to rebuild its economy 
feat had been shattered by the 
war against Iran. The economic 
pressure on Baghdad was one of 
the reasons that prompted it to 
invade Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
touching off the Gulf conflict. 

Deterrent 

(Continued from page 1) 

was summoned to the State De- 
partment for a formal protest 
about the handling of prisoners. 

It was the second time in three 
days that Khalid J. Shewayish, 
deputy chief of mission at the 
Iraqi embassy, was called into 
the State Department to discuss 
prisoners. 

“The Department of State re- 
minded Iraq that the mistreat- 
ment of PoWs is a war crime," 
the department said in a brief 
statement "The United States 
demanded full Iraqi compliance 
with the convention and re- 
quested immediate access for the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) to any PoWs 
held by Iraq.” 

In Geneva, the ICRC said 
Iraq’s decision to show PoWs on 
television and move them to 
target areas is a dear violation of 
humanitarian law. 

Britain called in the Iraqi 
ambassador to London to pro- 
test at the Iraqi move of prison- 
ers of war as “human shields” in 
Iraq. 

A spokesman said Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
summoned Ambassador Azmi 
Shafiq A1 Salibi to remind Him of 
Iraq's obligations to treat allied 
prisoners correctly. 

■ The Foreign Office said Bri- 
tain was holding as PoWs two 
Iraqis after finding that they 
were military personnel. It said 
they were being held in Britain, 
but gave no details. 

They were among 72 Iraqi 
citizens rounded up on security 
grounds before the war broke 
out. They could not be deported 
because the outbreak of hostili- 
ties made repatriation impossi- 
ble. 

In Paris, Iraqi Ambassador 
Abdul Razzak AJ Hashemi was 
summoned to receive a formal 
Foreign Ministry protest over 
Baghdad’s treatment of PoWs. 


Earlier, Mr. Hashemi said 
allied PoWs would be treated 
humanely only if their govern- 
ments officially recognised their 
capture. 

“Everything they don’t 
announce we are not going to 
recognise,” Hashemi told British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
'(BBC) television. 

Asked to give an assurance 
that prisoners would be treated 
according to the Geneva Con- 
vention, Mr. Hashemi said: “Af- 
ter the governments admit they 
have such losses... if they admit 
later, two or three weeks from 
now, that they have lost a pilot 
two or three weeks ago, it might 
be too late." 

Hashemi told the BBC Iraq 
held a larger number of allied 
PoWs than the allied coalition 
was acknowledging. 

“We have a much larger num- 
ber than they are talking about. 
So it is wise they tell their people 
the real truth," be said. 

Iraq’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations said that any PoWs 
taken by Iraq would be treated 
humanely and were better off in 
custody than in battle. 

Ambassador Abdul Amir A1 
Anbari, interviewed by Cable 
News Network (CNN) televi- 
sion, was questioned about re- 
ports that captives had been 
blindfolded and paraded 
through the streets of Baghdad. 

“I doubt very much they have 
been paraded as you say,” he 
said. 

He added: “I ’ believe, iire- 
gardless of the .commentaries 
yon have been hearing, there is a 
bright spectre or a good side to 
it. At least now their families 
realise they have made it safely 
and that tiiey will be safe and 
taken good care of until the war 
is over..." 

Eagleburger 

(Contained from page 1) 

warheads, despite the rapid de- 
ployment of Patriots. 

. “It appears that Iraq possesses 
the capability to employ chemic- 
al warheads,” said Yaacov Lapi- 
dot, an adviser on civil defence 
to Defence Minister Arens. 

A few hours earlier Anny 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant- 
General Dan Shomron told 
Israelis to expect more attacks 
even though the Patriot anti- 
missile batteries were on alert 
and U.S. and allied bombers 
were destroying Scud missile 
launchers in Iraq. 

“We win have to live with this 
threat for an additional period," 


Gen. Shomron told Israel Tele- 
vision. 

“Despite the enormous effort 
the Americans are making in this 
area, there are still mobile laun- 
chers that are hidden and from 
time to time, a number of mis- 
siles are launched.” 

Many Israelis started back to 
work Monday carrying brown 
cardboard boxes containing a gas 
mask, chemical burn powder 
and a syringe of nerve gas anti- 
dote. 

Mr. Eagleburger arrived on 
Sunday for the second time in 
nine days to assure Israel the 
allies were doing their best to 
wipe out the Send launchers and 
to urge Israeli restraint 

“This period has been marked 
by constant and intensive, con- 
sultations between our govern- 
ments. President Bush and Prime 
Minister Shamir have talked 
with each other often and in- 
timately during these critical 
days,” Eagleburger said. 

Gen. Shomron, echoing U.S. 
military commanders, cautioned 
Israelis against expecting a swift 
end to the conflict 

“This war wil not be short" 
he said. 

A telephone poll conducted 
among 500 Israelis showed 91 
per cent backed restraint the 
newspaper Yediotb Ahronoth 
reported. It said eight per cent 
urged retaliation. It did not list 
the opinion of the other one per 
cent or give a margin of e r ro r . 

Yedioth Ahronoth said “Eag- 
leburger was expected to remain 
in the country for some time 
coordinating policy. Mr. Shamir 
said Sunday that President Bush 
had told him to regard Mr. 
Eagleburger as the president's 
own personal emissary. 

Syria charged Monday that 
Iraqi missile attacks against 
Israel have served its interests by 
triggering a new flow of arms to 
the Jewish state. 

“As a result of the theatrical 
missiles with which the Iraqi 
regime attacked the cities of tire 
enemy, causing more noise than 
damage. Israel has acquired Pat- 
riot missiles... adding to its 
arsenal new and advanced 
weapons which it will one day 
use against Arabs,” warned the 
daily Tisbrin. 

* The government-run paper 
added in its front-page political 
analysis that Iraq's “theatrical 
threats” against Israel have 
given the Jewish state “all the 
justifications and excuses... to 
extort more aid" from the Un- 
ited States. 


LETTERS 


Not all Europeans for war 

The following as an open letter from citizens of the Europe^} 
Cummunity to their governments and to the European Pariiametm^ 
concerning the Gulf crisis. 

THE Women of the European Community whose names follow,.^ 
energetically protest against the ties expressed by some European^ 
governments and the media which would like us to believe tbatafl 
citizens condone the military measures taken in retaliation for thq^ ; 
annexation of Kuwait by Iraq. While we do not question thengfat 
of the Kuwaiti people to self-autonomy and protection under:, 
international law, we refuse to accept the claim by some countries^ 
that they are the “gaurdians" of international order. We wotdd : 
tike to point out that these rights and laws were not respected m. 
the past when Israel and Syria invaded Lebanon, when China 
occupied Tibet, when the USA invaded Vietnam. Panama am# 
Grenada, when the USSR occupied Afghanistan, when Turkey..; 
occupied Cyprus, nor when Israel invaded the West Bank and the ' 
Gaza strip. We conclude that the current military intervention in 
the Gulf is motivatd by the desire for a continued source of cheap 
oil for the USA and Europe, not to protect the rights of the 
Kuwaiti people. In reality, however this intervention will only 
make the situation worse and place the lives of innocent hostages 
in danger. Instead, international law founded on justice can only 
be upheld if three conditions are met: 

When all aspects related to the Gulf crisis are understood: for 
example how armaments are produced and sold and how the 
revenues from oil are divided amongst the Arab countries. 

When the rights of all peopj&tp sdf-determinatjon are realised 
through the acquisition of an. p'conomic aadi political ^democracy 
and a democratic press.. ... u t 31 ,*■•••. •••• 

When people involved ‘-iff 1 all 0 levels wtft^heGulf crisis are 
consulted concerning these interests and when tiiey are able to 
negotiate at regional and/or international conferences. 

For the present 'time, we are urging the European countries 
involved in the war to immediately withdraw from the Gulf and 
instead of supporting the USA, to play a role as mediators in 
favour of a negotiated solution for the Middle-East crisis. Europe, 
must define its own position without unconditional allegiance to ; 
the USA. 

To reach this goal, the undersigned European women request 
from the government of the 13 European countries and the- 
European Parliament that two simultaneous conferences be held 
with equal representation of men and women. r 

The first, comprising officials from European and Middle-East J 
countries. _r 

Simultaneously the second .comprising citizens from the above 
countries. The latter should be funded by the European govern- 1 
raents and the European Community. 


m 


To Perez de Cuellar 

The following letter was sent Saturday by Mr. Jaafer A1 ShamtA 
member of the Upper House of Parliament to U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar: 

I have observed your behaviour since the start of the Gulf crisis 
and your approach towards the consecutive resolutions adopted r 
by the Security Council against Iraq. Regretfully, these resold f- 
tions were issued as a result of American pressure exerted onl- 
some Third World members of the Security Council by buying., 
their vote with billions of dollars paid by the Gulf states. It was A 
the same case even with the Soviet Union. 

Iraq’s initiative, made on Aug. 12, 1990, for a comprehensive 
discussion on alt problems plaguing the Middle East and for tbe^ 
equitable implementation of all resolutions of the Security 
Council on the region was welcomed by all whose conscience w 
alive in this world because justice and eqlrality SXJ 1 
without international legitimacy. 

But the great U -S and the little U.S. (Israel) rejected this caff' 

an y linkage between the Gulf crisis and tfic4 
Palestinian issue. Unfortunately, they were sunnnrTfri Hu 
mcMng the European state, on wK'we 
adopnng and following an honourable stand Sther 
position of a slave or follower as is the case today. - 

th^yM mai^of'gcrod 1 consrie*nce We ltno % 

elected as secretary general with thi ‘ ■ * now that y(m were • f 

work towards se^B^usticeand^ai^ 11 ^? 011 that yon woaU * ' 

to resolve world problems thro^h b “ t meanS ^ ) 

limited and directed bv Am^nV? ? *■* y our moves. 

have almost became ^ re^tinlTSSS? ***? gets **^1 

^n^/or Iraq to withdSv l8m KSSifta Bn * h jP 
of Ute U.N. Security Council 

by'MraMlf ST 5 ? - 1— I 

Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait vSlTt that solution is 
f>“ expression ££ soSL SL'W' ^ ** 0“' V™ 

and to mate your consignee and thTSn^SfTj^ 
not* been ’bought? 10 ' 1 re ‘“ by Proving that you ttavfe 

Senator Jaafer A1 Sisan&f 

1 Amman- 


current 
were 
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WHEN an ailing President 
Roosevelt met with an ailing gmg 
Ibo Saud, ruler of Saudi Arabia, at 
the cod of World War II, gifts were 
_ exchanged. The president received 
jewels, ornate gold ceremonial 
daggers, and such; the king got an 
airplane from the Ameri ca n gov- 
ernment, complete with one year’s 
loan of a TWA crew. But what he 
most wanted was a wheelchair just 
like Roosevelt’s Chain of any 
were then a novelty in the frugal 
desert kingdom, and chain with 
wheels — as soon as the aged 
monarch possessed the only one in 
his land — became repidly per- 
ceived as status symbols. Robes 
billowing behind him, Ibo tanH 
took great delight in caroming np 
and down the runways of the 
world’s largest airport, buih by the 
US Army Corps of Engineers at 
Dahran, designed to serve the col- 
losaj complex of construction 
zones for oQ wells, refineries, pipe- 
lines, and massive tanker wharves. 
But it was really political mileage 
Ibn Sand was trying to chalk up in 
bis wheelchair. 

Besides oQ — then still newly 
discovered and a recent potential 
target for the Nazi’s desert armies 
— the two leaders discussed 
another issue on board the USN 
Destroyer Qmncey. Roosevelt ex- 
plained what had been happening 
to European Jewry during Hitler’s 
regime, ending his account of the 
atrocities by saying the allies 
wanted to create a Jewish state in 
Palestine so the Jews need never 
fear such persecution would hap- 
pen again. King Ibn Saud listened 
patiently, and was by all accounts 
appropriately saddened by what be 
beard. Then be replied that among 
his people, if such an abomination 
occurred, the victims would be 
granted the best possessions of 
those who had oppressed them. - 
Give the Jews Germany, Ibn Sand 
suggested, gravely serious. Why 
make Palestine pay for the crimes 
of others? 

The two old men liked and 
respected each other, but the tribal 
monarch had no understanding of 
modern American politics. He 
took Roosevelt’s reassurances re- 
garding the issues under dienssion 
as the solemn word of man who 
spoke for his country. Before long, 
however, that man was dead and 
Harry S. Truman became presi- 
dent. Roosevelt had no right to 
make the promises he'd made to 
Ibn Saud, it’s true, but Truman, 
gearing up for bis 1947 election 
campaign, still vacillated between 
his support for a Jewish state in 
Palestine, on one hand, and be- 
sieged by the oO lobby and the new 
Defence Department, as well as 
the State Department— his option 
of honouring Roosevelt’s commit- 
meat to the Saudis on the other. 

Meanwhile, Palestine bad de- 
scended into rampaging chaos. 
Muslim militia sniped from 
minaret* attacked British convoys: 

. and-- the 1 strongholds of Etih^ean * 
refugees. Many of these refugees 
had no desire, to survive or?, holo- 
caust only to perish in another. 
The Jewish European bomb 
squads — especially those perso- 
nally directed by a terrorist leader 
named Mcoacbem Begin — swiftly 
gained notoriety for their ability to 
manufacture hideously lethal 
bombs from virtually any materia! 
available. Large metal milk urns 
were a favourite. Packed with ex- 
plosives and detonated in teeming 
bazaars, these derices blasted jag- 
ged shrapnel out tike flying chain 
saws into crowds of Muslim women 
and children, scattering severed 
kgs, heads and torsos for hundreds 
of metres. 

Also that same year, across the 
Atlantic, the General Assembly of 
the United Nations met in some- 
what sepulchral temporary quar- 
ters to bear fire final report of the 
U.S. Special Commission on Pales- 
tine. “The daims to Palestine of 
the Arabs and Jews, ’’’the commis- 
sion noted, are irreconcilable 
... The basic conflict in Palestine is 
a clash between two intense 
aaoonatisnrs ... Jewish immigra- 
tion is the central issue in Palestine 
today and is the one factor, above ' 
all others, that rules out the nec- 
ecssary cooperation between the 
Arab and Jewish communities in a 


Linkage: From wheelchairs to Awacs, 
a background to Armagedd on 


' single state.” The serpent, fully 
formed, could even then be seen in 
its egg. 

Yet Truman’s administration 
had jumped off the fence, cranking 
up its advocacy of the Zionist 
cause. Presidential papers from die 
period describe “high pressure 
being exerted by Jewish agencies. 
There have been indications of 
bribes and threats by these groups. 
In the case of Liberia, certain 
groups have informed the Liberian 
delegation that if they do not go 
along, the (U.S. economic aid) 
pact with Liberia will be cancel- 
led. ” (Quoted in Robert J. Dono- 
van. Conflict and Crisis: The Pres- 
idency of Harry S. Truman, 1945- 
1948; New York: Norton, 1977; p. 
330). 

At Lake Success on Long Island, 
in November 1947, tire 57 nations 
that then made up the United 
Nations held a final vote on the 
question of who should ultimately 
control Palestine. Minor and client 
states found themselves under in- 
tense pressure to back Truman and 
the Zionists. Even France wasn’t ' 
certain what message to send its 
Islamic colonies until it was made 
dear that the chances of further aid 
from Washington might be 
affected by its vote. 

After the ballots had been cast 
and coanted, 33 nations favoured 
the Jewish European state, 13 
opposed it. There were 10 absten- 
tions, and one voter was absent. 
Needing a two-third vote, the 
Zionists thus won by a mere one- 
vote margin. In true British- 
Colonial- twilight fashion, Palestine 
would be chopped in half — Euro- 
peans here, native inhabitants 
there. 

When the result was announced, 
six Muslim delegations — Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt. Iraq, Yemen. Syria 
anti Lebanon — siiendy rose and 
left the assembly. Only King Faisal 
— Ibn Sand’s successor to the 
Arabian throne — gave a state- 
ment on die U.N. vote. Through a. 
translator, he delivered just two 
terse sentences. Though couched 
in traditional Arabic courtesy and 
diplomatic jargon, what he was 
saying was still dear enough: One 
day HI get even for this. 

The U.S.A. of course, went on 
to develop and nurture its “special 
relationship” with Israel; the 
Jewisb-Israeli lobby in Washington 
rapidly grew in a strength that 
many viewed as undermining the 
democratic process itself; a blind 
eye was turned to Israel's in-- 
creasingly harsh treatment of 
PaJcsnrnans; amf 'ti»e; Arab world' 
came to fed increasingly marginal- 
• ised at. the hands of the Wei In 
1948, the Arab League was 
formed, ostensibly from fear of 
Israeli expansionism. In 1952, 
Nassser threw off the shackles of 
colonialism for ever, giving Egypt 
bade to the Egyptians after more 
than 2,000 years of foreign 
domination. The shock waves were 
felt all over the Middle East and 
North Africa as the whole Arab 
World become obsessed with rid- 
ding itself of the last vestiges of 
colonialism and all its t r appin gs, 
making Nasser their Caliph, or 
symbolic leader. The focus of this 
struggle came rest increasingly 
on Israel, which, as is rarely 
pointed out, represented and still 
represents nothing so much as a 
European colony to Arab eyes, an 
anachronistic, island in a hostile 
sea of Islamic nationalism. Anti- 
Semitism is, of course, a meaning- 
less term in Arabic; it wasn't Jews 
that the Arabs states feared and 
despised — it was Europeans. And 
tire Israelis began to behave more 
fike 19th century colonists than 
inhabitants of a tiny Middle East- 
ern state. 

Islamic fundamentalism, which 
had begun as a reaction to the 
cultural threat of 19th century col- 
onialism, also flourished again in 


the face of American neo- 
imperialism. The Wahhabite 
Saudis had been the original fun- 
damentalists — converted some 
hundred years ago by a charismatic 
Calvin-like Muslim reframer — 
and now, as guardians of the holy 
does of Mecca and Medina, they 
began to resent iu creasingly the 
appropriation of the third holiest 
Is l ami c site — Jerusalem. The 
arbitrary territorial divisions drawn 
up by the British in the beady but 
cunning days of empire were be- 
ginning to fray at the edges — as 
they were in India and elsewhere. 
Divide and rule had been both the 
entree to and exit from empire. 
The Americans had yet to apply 
the technique, but they were learn- 
ing fast as they became the only 
nation ever to acquire an empire 
by invitation. 

Only one factor prevented the 
European Israelis and the parvenu 
Americans from becoming masters 
of the Middle East — oil. 

In 1956, America produced 48 
per cent of all the free world's oil. 
In 1969, it produced less titan 26 
per cent. Demand for the black 
gold grew exponentially through- 
out the western industrial nations 
throughout the sixties. It was an 
addiction whose consequences 
never seem to have occurred to 
those enslaved by it — though to 
the Texan ofl barons, for exmple, 
the profit potential in this burgeon- 
ing horde of addicts became very 
real indeed. It also became in- 
creasingly tricky. After the assas- 
, sination of John F. Kennedy, Tex- 
an oilmen have never been far 
from the reins of power in 
Washington. 

After a stunning victory in the 
1967, the Israelis emerged more 
potent than ever. Not only did they 
now control Muslim Jerusalem, 
they embarked on the gradual pro- 
cess of transforming the ancient 
city into tbeir national capital, seiz- 
ing Arab homes, using state police 
to control access to Islamic shrines. 
Flushed with power and newfound 
(Hide, Israel also set about creating 
a and ear arsenal that would guar- 
antee her continued supremacy in 
the whole Middle East. And with 
this, talk of ‘Eretz Israel’ — rite 
four thousand year old fantasy of a 
land stretching from the Euphrates 
to the Retl Sea— began in earnest. 
Despite a United Nations resolu- 
tion demanding a retain to the 
original borders, it was dear Israel 
had no intention of giving up the 
occupied Arab territories — let 
alone the third most sacred Islamic 
city, now totally under Israeli coo-, ■ 
, troL AH the- while;- of course. 
American aid. money from Jews 
around the world, and U.S. high- 
tech weaponry poured in to en- 
courage this arrogance and its 
further expansionist dreams. 

Twenty years ago. to a young 
army officer like Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq, all this looked much like 
yet ’another phase of Western col- 
onialism; and to an old tribal chief- 
tain like King Faisal Ibn Addul 
Aziz A1 Saud, it looked more like a 
reprise of the Crusades. 

On Oct. 17, 1973, eleven days 
into another Arab- Israeli war, the 
aged king stood on the sidewalk in 
front of a conference centre in 
Kuwait, drew an ornate sword 
from its scabbard and , raising the 
gleaming weapon to a fierce bftre 
sky, announced that be intended to 
hold the people of America re- 
sponsible for Israel's continued 
occupation of Jerusalem. It had 
been decided, be proclaimed, to 
“uns he ath e the sword of oil.” 

Thus began a deb Oita ting oil 
embargo that sent Western econo- 
mies into a taflspin and had Henry 
Kissinger flitting around the world 
in search of diplomatic support to 
find a resolution to this potentially 
disastrous problem. Tbe “sword of 
. ofl” bung more like tbe sword of 
Damocles over the bead of indust- 
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rial capitalism. Drastic promises 
were made to the Arabs and even 
greater concessions were sche- 
duled for discussion. Bui some- 
thing else was also happening that 
hectic October. 

The 1973 war was not remotely 
like its ’67 predecessor. The Arabs 
were better trained, better equip- 
ped, and s&ategicafly more soph- 
isticated by far. Egyptian Chief of 
Staff Major General Saad A] Shaz- 
ly recorded that ”... in 24 hours we 
had put across tbe (Suez) canal 
100,000 men, 1,020 tanks, and 
13.500 vehicles — tbe largest first 
day crossing in military history.” In 
his memoirs, Richard Nixon “was 
stunned by the failure of Israeli 
inteJligency ...” By the third day, 
Israel bad lost 1,000 men — com- 
pared to less than 700 in the whole 
*67 war — and was dose to losing a 
third of its tank force. 

Reporting to Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir, Defence 
Minister Moshe Dayan said be felt 
it was time to discuss conditions for 
a surrender. Golda Meir was in 
tears, announcing she would rather 
commit suicide than surrender. 
She then ordered preparations for 
a midear Masada, an ultimate 
holocaust that would destroy the 
entire Middle East, its oil, its holy 
does, everything. According to 
Time magazine ■“Israel’s 13 (ato- 
mic) bombs were hastily assembled 

By the terms of a treaty they’d 
signed, the Soviets agreed to supp- 
ly Egypt with nudear weapons to 
defend itself, and a ship set off 
from tbe Black Sea port of Odessa 
through the Bosphorus Straits, 
heading for Alexandria with an 
escort of nudear submarines and 
its cargo of atomic warheads that 
could be attached to the long-range 
Send missiles already based in 
Egypt. 

Having just promised the Saudis 
it would no longer supply Israel 
with advanced war machinery, 
Washington faced a difficult deci- 
sion- Both Israeli arid Soviet nuc- 
lear arsenals had been detected by 
sensors in the ultra-high-tech U.S. 
Blackbird spy plane. In order to 
avert Armageddon, the Americans 
dispatched a non-stop three day 
sky train of sophisticated weaponry 
to Israel. By October 24, the 
Israelis had all but vanquished tbe 
Egyptians and only Soviet Premier 
Brezhnev's call for an immediate 
ceasefire prevented President 
Anwar Sadat from unleashing his 
newly^acquired nudear. missiles. It . 
was that dose. 

- Israel's intentions, however, had - 
always been dear. Referring to tbe . 
man who was Israeli defence minis- 
ter in 1973, former Foreign Minis- 
ter Moshe Share tt wrote in his 
diary back in 1956, “Dayan's 
words are dear ... (Israel) must 
calculate its steps narrowmindedly 
and live by the sword. It must see 
tbe sword as tbe main and only 
instrument with which to keep its 
morale high. And above all, let ns 
hope for a new war with the Arab 
countries, so that we may finally 
find our space." (Diary reprint 
excerpts: Uvia Rokacfa, Israel’s 
Sacred Terrorism; Belmont, 
Mass.; Association of Arab- 
American University Graduates; 
1980). 

But for Israel, tbe 1973 war was 
to be a pyrrhic victory. Exactly 
eight years later, on October 28. 
1981, tbe Jewisb-Israd lobby in 
Washington was stunned to find 
tbe U.S. Senate voting 52-18 — in 
favour of selling Saudi Arabia the 
most advanced piece of war 
machinery it had for sale. The 
AWACS — Airbom Warning and 
Control Systems — could track 600 
different targets in tbe air, on land 
or across water simultaneously, 
and could identify and target for 
destruction 240 objects simul- 


taneously. In combination with the 
state-of-the-art F-15 Eagle fighter 
jet, the AWACS virtually reduced 
warfare to a massive video game — 
and an easy one at that. Israel will 
probably not be winning any more 
wan against the Arabs if the Arab 
in question indude Saudis. What 
caused such a drastic shift in policy 
from Washington? 

The answer is not so simple as 
oil, yet, considering the British 
role model being followed — di- 
vide and rule — it’s not so complex 
either. It also certainly explains tbe 
current crisis, with its curious so- 
called “coalition” 'o£ Arab states 
and sundry interested nations 
alligned against Iraq after Saddam 
Hussein’s adventure in Kuwait 

Between 1973 and 1981, events 
in the Middle East came fast and 
furious. Indeed, tbe whole area 
became synonymous with the term 
“crisis” — just as the word “Mus- 
lim” virtually became hyphenated 
to “fanatic." But from Libya to 
Iran, each successive "crisis’’ link- 
ed itself to Israel’s occupation of 
Jerusalem and the whole Palesti- 
nian “problem.” After the Iranians 
ousted the feudal despot who had 
been America’s best friend in the 
area, founding an Islamic state to 
be run on strict fundamentalist 
lines, Iraq was encouraged to 
embark on a long, bloody, sense- 
less and inconclusive war with Iran 
that was pan punishment for seiz- 
ing American hostages and pan 
deliberate attempt to defang both 
countries involved — divide and 
weaken. Both sides were being 
supplied with American arms, 
direoly and indirectly. It wasn't 
the first time Iraq had been 
targeted for a spot of weakening 
either. The growing strength of the 
Iraqi armed forces had worried the 
shah of Iran — well -equipped by 
American Technology though he 
was — and a covert agreement to 
stir up the age-old territorial -claim 
of the Kurds emerged as the sim- 
plest solution at that time. The 
CIA supplied the Kurds with 
enough armaments to keep the 
Iraqi forces busy — though not 
enough to actually win anything. 
George Bush happened to run the 
CIA in those days, although one 
Klees to presume it wasn’t his inten- 
tion that Iraq try out chemical 
weapons on the Kurds rather than 
just spend years shooting at them. 
The Kurdish revolt stopped as 
abruptly after the poisonous gas 
started falling as the war in the 
Pacific did after President Truman : 
tried out his new toys on Hiroshi- 
ma and Nagasaki. 

Iran and Iraq fought more con- 
ventionally, though a generation of 
young men from both nations 
perished over tbe years tbe conflict 
lasted. One incident daring the war 
did, however, seem somewhat un- 
characteristic. On Sept. 30, 1980, 
two Phantom jets of the kind 
America bad supplied to both 
Israel and Iran attacked the newly- 
completed nudear reactor in Bagh- 
dad, Eye-witnesses claimed the 
planes bore Iranian markings, but 
Iran, which had been daiming cre- 
dit for any and every attack in the 
lower war-zone, denied any of its 
planes had been near the reactor. 
Damage to the plant, however, 
was slight, and the reactor was in 
operation after three months. 

In April 1981, a group of “un- 
identified men” were caught 
attempting to break into tbe reac- 
tor compound. Iraqi officials have 
never released any more details of 
this incident. But in June that year, 
according to tbe London Sunday 
Times, Israeli agents disguised as 
French nudear technicians man- 
aged to penetrate tbe subterranean 
area of the vast reactor complex, 
plant explosives and leave unde- 
tected. A little later six Israeli 


F-ISs and right F-16s roared over 
Baghdad, dumping waves of 
bombs on the reactor, demolishing 
the upper level. The explosives 
planted in the underground labyr- 
inth completed tbe utter destruc- 
tion of the reactor. For good mea- 
sure, (he Israelis also dropped a 
□umber of delayed-action devices, 
designed to lie in the rubble and 
explode the moment anyone 
touched them. « 

Ten days later, at Damascus, 
military, scientific, and govern- 
ment officials from eleven Arabs 
states opened the first Arab Nuc- 
lear Conference, whicb was spon- 
sored by the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries. 
Tbe main topic of discussion was 
bow to construct an Islamic atomic 
weapon; and the conclusion 
reached, according to The Islamic 
Review, was “that there are no 
technical barriers to (buflding) tbe 
bomb,” but ”... even so. the nuc- 
lear option (was) not an easy one." 

In October of that same 
year, the Saudis received their 
AWACS. If the Israelis and 
Egyptians were willing to de- 
vastate the oil fields with ato- 
mic weapons, the Saudis were 
not. Oil was the sole source of 
tbeir power and wealth, and in 
this they had much in common 
with the Western industrial na- 
tions. Throughout the seven- 
ties, Saudi Princes had been 
educated in tbe U.S., while 
their government put together 
the lobby group that would 
compete with the Jewish lob- 
byists on equal terms. The 
Reagan administration also 
had a number of people in it 
who had close ties to the giant 
Bechtel Corporation, one of 
the largest contractors in Saudi 
Arabia and many other Mus- 
lim nations, mid a leading 
proponent of Arab causes for 
many years. ’ President-elect 
Reagan's choices for secretary 
of state were narrowed down 
to two men: George Shultz and 
Alexander Haig. Shultz bowed 
out of the race after publicly 
disagreeing with a speech in 
which Reagan pledged con- 
tinuing support for Israel. A 
victim of the Jewish lobby and 
congressmen who relied heavi- 
ly on Jewish voting blocs, 
Shultz’s posjtion went to Haig, 
a stridently pro-Israel hawk.- 
Shultz was immediately prom- 
oted from vice-president to 
president of Bechtel. Reagan’s 
secretary of defence was Cas- 
par Weinberger, who had pre- 
viously worked under Shultz as 
chief counsel of Bechtel. When 
Alexander Haig’s unflagging 
support of Israel led first to the 
bombing of the Iraqi reactor, 
‘annexing Syria’s Golan 
Heights, bombing and ctrafing 
densely populated Palestinian 
refugee camps right across 
southern Lebanon, and then 
on to Menacfaem Begin’s full- 
scale invasion of Lebanon and 
seige of Beirut in June 1982, 
Reagan dispatched not his 
secretary of state to the Middle 
East — as Begin had requested 
— but Philip Habib, a retired ' 
official from tbe State Depart- 
ment who had been employed 
by becbtel since 1978. Haig 
soon billed himself as ‘‘Israel's 
only friend in Washington” 
and swiftly found himself at 
odds with virtually every other 
Reagan policy-maker. Behind 
his back, secret meetings be- 
tween the Saudi ambassador 


and National Security Advisor 
Clark were held, one meeting 
even including Nancy Reagan 
and tbe Saudi ambassador's 
wife. While Haig was openly 
supporting the Israeli siege, bis 
president's wife found herself 
deeply shocked by accounts of 
Israeli atrocities against old 
people, women and children. 
Before long, Reagan called 
Haig into the Oval Office and 
informed him his resignation 
had been accepted. Since Haig 
had not submitted a resigna- 
tion, we can assume he was 
fired. George Shultz, president 
of Becbtel, was immediately 
named as the new secretary of 
state. 

During his confirmation 
hearings before Congress, 
Shultz pointed that “...the cri- 
sis in Lebanon makes painfully 
and totally dear a central real- 
ity of the Middle East: ‘the 
legitimate needs and problems 
of the Palestinian people must 
be addressed and resolved — 
urgently and in all their dimen- 
sions.' ...A central reality of 
the Middle East.” Within 
twenty fonr hours, a foil Sen- 
ate confirmed Shultz by unani- 
mous vote. 

Now, the White House is 
occupied by a Texan deeply 
connected to oil men, oil in- 
terests, and the CIA — all 
natural allies of the Saudis, all 
concerned with economic ex- 
pediency rather than human 
lives. 

When I interviewed Boutros 
Boutros Ghali, Egyptian 
minister .of state for foreign 
affairs, last May, be described 
the Arab World as an 
archipelago, islands separated 
by an ocean of sand. He’d 
written a book on Arab dis- 
putes some years ago. counting 
22 since 1948, but was quick to 
point out bow briefly most of 
them tended to last. Egypt had 
just repaired its own rift — 
caused by the Sadat-Begin 
peace treaty — and was 
attempting to resume its old 
role as Arab leader. But Presi- 
dent Mubarak was no Nasser, 
and times had changed. On the 
streets of Cairo people talked 
increasingly of Saddam .Hus- 
sein as chat leader — because 
to lead the Arab World you 
had to stand up to Israel and 
Saddam seemed poised to do 
just that. “You must remem- 
ber," Boutros-Ghali said, 
“that Israel has already attack- 
ed Iraq.” A strong rumour was 
also going around Egyptian 
political circles that Iraq now 
possessed a nuclear weapon. It 
was no coincidence that the 
Arab summit was about to be 
held in Baghdad. Two months 
before he invaded Kuwait — 
something the Americans had 
once assured him they would 
not interfere with — I asked 
Saddam Hussein, during the 
Arab summit, if he saw hhnself 
as a second Nasser. “No," he 
replied. “I am a first Saddam.” 

During the Islamic confer- 
ence held in Baghdad on Jan. 
11 this year, a bearded mullah 
rose from his seat and loudly 
praised Saddam, callling him 
the new Sal ah A1 Din. Salad- 
din, remember, ended the 
third Crusade, driving the in- 
fidels from the holy city of 
Jerusalem. A jihad is more 


than just a holy war, it is 
almost a celestial command 
that takes precedence over all 
else in a Muslim’s life. The 
jihad Saddam has declared is 
the same one announced by 
King Faisal in Kuwait 18 years 
ago. Whatever the result of the 
current crisis, that jihad still 
stands, linking all Middle East- 
ern politics to the liberation of 
Jerusalem and tbe increasingly 
tragic and desperate needs of 
the Palestinian people. The 
Saudi rulers, in calling Amer- 
icans to protect them — and 
therefore the holy cities they 
are supposed to protect them- 
selves — are walking a preca- 
rious path between greed and 
religious duty. In the eyes of 
many ordinary Muslims they 
have lost tbe right to rule hi 
struggling to retain the right to 
be rich. Poor Arabs — many of 
whom have worked for slave 
wages in Kuwait and Saudi — 
generally despise the rulers of 
those countries for their greed, 
indolence, and reluctance to 
share their wealth with their 
brother Muslims. Israel and 
America are blamed for their 
corrupting influence. No result 
in the current crisis will benefit 
either country or the Saudi. 
The genie is out of the bottle. 

If George Shultz and the U.S. 
Senate could agree that the Palesti- 
nian problem is tbe “central reality 
in the Middle East,'* and if even 
Israel's David Levy can admit 
there is a “psychological linkage" 
now between Iraq's withdrawal 
from Kuwait and the Palestinian 
question, why does George Bush, 
the man who set up the Kurds to be 
slaughtered, refuse to acknow- 
ledge any linkage whatsoever? Ira- 
qi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz did 
bring something to the negotiating 
table in Geneva on Jan. 9 — an 
agreement to withdraw from 
Kuwait if America promised to 
stage a peace conference to ex- 
amaine all Middle Eastern prob- 
lems. He also expressed Iraq's 
willingness to participate in a total 
ban on all weapons of mass- 
destruction in the area. Secretary 
of State James Baker brought only 
a threatening letter. It was Israel 
that very nearly wiped out the 
entire Middle East in 1973, attack- 
ed Traq in 1981 , and invaded Leba- 
non in 1982 — besides ignoring two 
U.N. resolutions to return the 
occupied Arab territories, includ- 
ing the sacred Islamic sites in Jeru- 
salem. While Arabs do not 
approve of Iraq's annexation of 
Kuwait, the deed hardly merits 
comparison to Israel’s hostile 
adventures. 

- ’ A deadly -game of double stan- 
dards is most certainly being play- 

j ed, and played at the expense of 

■‘ poor Arab nations that see, in 
President Mubarak’s words, a 
“new iron curtain coming down 
between tbe North and the South.” 
As this brief glimpse of tbe histor- 
ical realities behind the current 
situation shows, I hope, the move 
towards independence from the 
West, with its centuries of heartless 
exploitation of weaker nations, is 
an Arab juggernaut that cannot be 
halted for long. The international 

- plutocrats that make up George 
Bush's “new world order” seem 
unable to be read tbe writing-on 
the wall. Those who fight for their 
beliefs have always eventually 
overcome those whose motivations 
are merely greed and self-interest. 
This business of failing to learn tbe 
lessons of history and thus being 
doomed to repeat them is becom- 
ing tedious; and the Crusades al- 
ways struck me as one of the 
dullest and most ignoble episodes 
in my history text book. 


Paul William Roberts has just 
completed a book on Egypt to 
be published by Random 
House. He is now in Jordan 
and Iraq covering the current 
crisis. 
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The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

■ AhHyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

fa 30-Midnight 
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' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasieour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 
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4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfor-[ 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please] 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


{TeL 810605, 810609, 
“ 810520. 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


Amman’s 

^exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grind! ays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily t2 .30 -3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After rite Philadelphia Hotel 

Awards 3rd circle 


Tel. 659519 659520 
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The Regency PaLxe Hotei 


LO||Y LOUNGE 

SIL 





•AHTFIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IliVltOTEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal. Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geo 

• JUMBO photo 
si s* 30% largf 

* Frmm mnimrpm- 

mmnt 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Edbergjust survives, Wilander 
knocked out of Australian Open 


MELBOURNE. Australia (AP) 
— When you have power, fines- 
se and confidence of Stefan 
Ed berg, you can beat even the 
biggest hitters and avoid beating 
yourself. The top seed needed 
every little touch Monday — and 
overcame a little tightness in the 
throat — to beat Jim Courier at 
the Australian Open. 

The two-time champion 
reached the auartemnals for the 
seventh cor -Drive year with a 
4-6, 6-0, f ~- S7, 6-2 victory in a 
centre col meeting that some- 
times mor. resembled a shoot- 
out than a tennis match. 

Both these guys are stammers, 
with Courier perhaps the hardest 
hitter in the game. But Edberg, 
last year’s runner-up here and 
champion at Wimbledon, had 
more to his game when it 
counted to oust the 16th-seed. 
His win came despite mam- 
month errors on the final points 
of Courier's two winning sets. 

“I think i’m a much better 
tennis player than I was a few 
years ago and playing in a fifth 
set is a matter of experience," 
Edberg, said. 'Today f was able 
to bring out that advantage in 
the fifth set It is a matter of 
confidence." 

Edberg raised his five-set re- 
cord to 18-10. Courier now is 
1-5, with the only victory a 7-6, 
3-6, 2-6, 6-0, 7-5 win over 
Edberg in the final of the 1989 
Swiss indoors. 

Meanwhile, defending cham- 
pion Ivan Lendl breezed into the 
quarterfinals for the sixth year in 
a row. 

The third seed took com- 
mand, winning seven games in a 
row at the end of the first set and 
the beginning of the second, 
losing just seven points in that 
span, and beating 15th-seeded 
American Aaron Krickstein 6-2, 
6 - 2 , 6 - 1 . 

Edberg will go in Wednes- 


day’s quarterfinals against Jamie 
Yzaga of Peru, who eliminated 
three-time champion Mats 
Wilander in another five-setter, 
7-5, 2-6, 6-1, 3-6, 6-1. 

It was the first time in the 
open era of tennis that a Peru- 
vian player has reached a Grand 
Slam quarterfinal. Alex Olmeda 
of Peru won the Australian 
Open in 1959. 

Wilander. now 47th in the 
world after taking some time off 
from tennis, made too many 
errors and Yzaga took advan- 
tage with a devastating fore- 
hand. 

In another fourth round match 
between unseeded players, 
Yugoslavia's Goran Prpic beat 
Jan Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands 7-6, 6-7, 6-0, 7-6. The 
match was played on court 1 but 
just as well could have taken 
place in a hospital ward. 

Prpic has a badly damaged 
knee and has been told that one 
wrong move could end his 
career. He also was suffering 
with a fever. Siemerink was 
playing with a sore 'shoulder that 
required massaging from the 
trainer on ebangeovers. 

Prpic meets Lendl next. 

The Edberg-Courier match 
paired two players very much 
alike in playing style .and very 
different in personal panache. 

The top-ranked Swede, who 
lives m an exclusive section of 
London, looks cool and calm on 
court, watched by his glamorous 
girifreind, Annette Olsen, in the 
stands. 

Courier, on the other hand, 
looks like a working-class dude 
with a blue-collar game. With his 
baseball cap and beefy. 6-foot-l, 
173-pound body, he looks as if 
he could have just climbed off a 
tractor. The American was also 
finded $2,000 for swearing after 
a double fault in the opening 
game of the fourth set 


But put these two on court 
and most of the differences van- 
ish. The key word is “most." and 
that enabled Edberg to win. 
Better touch around the net, the 
endurance to run until the end 
and the patience to wait for 
Courier to overhit or guess 
wrong was the margin. 

Edberg saved four break- 
points in the sixth game of the 
first set, but his fourth double- 
fault of the set gave Courier the 
break in the 12th game. 
Courier returned a booming 
Edberg serve two points earlier 
alm ost seated on the court, and 
Edberg — the court wide open 
— netted the volley for 15-40, 
then gave him the set. 

In the second and third games, 
about the only thing that Edberg 
failed to hit for a winner were 
the droppings from a bird flying 
over the court. He had the spat- 
tering cleaned- up, then cleaned 
out Courier with a big serve-and- 
volley game that allowed just 
four points on serve in the 
second set. 

“When he gets his serve in 
deep, be comes in so quickly that 
it’s hard to do anything with it," 
Courier said. 

Conner's game plan changed 
from hit it hard to hit it harder in 
the fourth set, and be tied the 
match 2-2 when Edberg double- 
faulted and netted an open-court 
forehand volley on the last two 
points. 

But Edberg quickly broke at 
15 for a 1-0 lead in the fifth set 
and again for 4-1. He wrapped it 
up when Courier hit a Lob long. 

Lendl, aiming for a third con- 
secutive Australian title, broke 
Krickstein in the third game for 
2-1 and never looked back. 

The U.S.-based Czechoslovak 
all but clinched the victory with a 
run from 3-2 in the first set to 4-0 
in the second. He wracked up 
point after point with ground- 
stroke winners and ended four 


consecutive service games with 
aces. 

Lendl’s game softened a bit 
after that but Krickstein lacked 
the game to catch op. He held 
for 1-1 in the third set before 
Lendl won the last five games. 

Who’s No. 1? 

Who’s no. 1 in men's tennis? 
The computer says Stefan 
Edberg, the In ternat ional Ten- 
nis Federation (1TF) says Ivan 
Lendl. A couple of those in- 
volved had differing opinions at 
the Australian .Open Mionday. 

Edberg, no. 1 in the Associa- 
tion of Tennis Professi onals ' 
(ATP) rankings, said the Ilfs 
naming of Lendl as the Player of 
the Year for 1990 left him befud- 
dled. 

“I think it’s very strange that 
Tm having my best year of my 
life iri 1990, while Lendl is drop- 
ping down to no. 3 in the rank- 
ings form no. 1." Edberg said. 
“It sort of doesn't make sense to 
me.” 

Lendl, the defending cham- 
pion, was picked by an lib 
panel for greater consistency, 
through the year. The federation 
noted that Edberg had been a 
first-round loser in two Grand 
Slam events, the French and 
U.S. Opens. Lendl said he was 
surprised by the award but 
wouldn't give it back. 

“I don’t feel sorry for Stefan," 
he said. "It’s a competition and 
yon never feel sorry for your 
competitors." 

A neutral observer, -Jim 
Courier, gave his vote to 
Edberg, who beat him in the 
fourth round. 

“He's ranked no. 1. he's no. 
1.” Courier said. “I can't see 
how the ITF picked Lendl. 
Lendl won the Australian and 
Edberg won Wimbledon. I 
mean, which one is bigger? You 
tell me." 


European Figure Skating Championships open today 




Toronto awarded ’93 Indoor 
Athletics Championships 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain 
(Agencies) — Toronto was 
awarded the 1993 World Indoor 
Athletics Championships ahead 
of the U.S. city of Atlanta, 
already chosen to host the 1996 j 
Olympics. 

" The International Amateur” 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) n 
announced the Canadian victory 
after a two-day meeting. 

The IAAF council also 
selected the Italian city of Turin 
for the 1992 Grand Prix final 
with London’s Wembley chosen 
for die following year. 

San Sebastian was invited to 
host the World Marathon Cup in 
1993 while Athens will stage it in 
1995 “in order to honour the 
approaching centenary of the 
Olympic Games." Athens 
staged the first Olympics in 
18%. 

The IAAF also chose 
Madeira for the 1992 World 
Road Relay Championships and 
Gateshead in Britain for the 
World Half-Marathon Cham- 
pionships in the same year. 

IAAF membership increased 
to 184 with the acceptance of 
Guinea-Bissau as a member. But 
about 200 Catalam nationalists 
demonstrated outside the hotel 
where the meeting took place 
de m a n d in g Catalonia be made a 
separate IAAF member. 

They have made the same 
demand for the 1992 Olympics in 
the Catalan capital Barcelona. 

The 23-member (IAAF) coun- 


cil — minus a Kuwaiti Athletic 
Federation representative — 
unanimously approved the San 
Sebastian marathon course after 
a presentation by the Barcelona 
Olympic Organising Committee 
(COOB), IAAF spokesman 
Robert Fasulo said. 

The council also unanimously 
chose San Sebastian to host the 
April 1993 World Marathon Cup 
over New Delhi, India, and 
Athens, Greece, he said. The 
1991 World Marathon Cup is 
scheduled for April 21 in Lon- 
don. 

The IAAF council’s two-day 
meeting, which began Saturday 
in this northern Basque city, was 
the first since last September in 
Athens. 

“The approval came despite 
initial council concern about a 
finish some viewed as too steep 
in the last two kilometres of the 
Olympic marathon run up Mont- 
jmc Hill into fire Olympic Sta- 
dium," Fasulo said. 

Kuwaiti Athletic Federation 
President Isa A1 Dashti earlier 
excused himself from the meet- 
ing in a message to the IAAF in 
which he said he and bis family 
were safely in exile in a Gulf 
country. 

The spokesman also said the 
council authorised a two- 
kilometre Barcelona Olympic 
walk course, which will be. 
Staged from the Zona Franca 
Boulevard in Barcelona’s port 
area to the Olympic Stadium. 
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Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* A 16 7 3 
7 J 652 
0 8 5 2 

* J 6 

EAST 

* K 
9 98 4 
0 K76 4 3 

* Q 10 9 4 


WEST 
452 
K73 

0 Q J 10 9 
* A 5 3 2 


SOUTH 

* Q J 9 8 6 4 
9 A Q 10 

0 A 

* K 8 7 


The bidding: 


West 

North 

East 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Dbl 

2 * 

3 0 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


South 
1 * 

4 6 


Opening lead: Queen of 0 
How does an expert approach the 
play of the hand? Study the North- 
South cards only and decide how 
yon would play four spades after the 
lead of the queen of diamonds, then 
read on. 

North’s raise to two spades over 
the takeout double was the same bid 
that would have been made had 
West not intervened. It showed 6-10 
points and some defensive values. 
South was foil value for a jump to 
game. 


West led the queen of diamonds 
and declarer took time out to con- 
sider the possibilities. There was a 

possible trump loser, one in hearts 
and two in dubs. Except for dia- 
monds, there were finesse positions 
in the other suits. However, most of 
the missing cards were marked with 
West 

The opening lead meant West had 
started with the queen-jack of dia- 
monds; ergo, East held the diamond 
king. West, a passed hand, could 
not hold all the outstanding honors, 
since that would have given him a 
full opening bid. So if West held the 
king of trumps, East had to have 
either the king of hearts or ace of 
clubs. 

_ Once declarer reached the condu- * 
sion that if West had the spade king, 
the contract was on ice, ‘an addition- 
al chance became available. Declar- 
er won the opening lead and led a 
trump to the ace. Had the king not 
dropped, declarer would have start- 
ed on hearts and still had the possi- 
bility of bringing home the contract 
via an endplay. When, in fact, the 
king came tumbling down, declarer 
didn’t much care whether anything 
rise worked. South could go about 
the business of making -10 tricks is 
comfort. 


Atletico Madrid scores 
4-0 win over Espanol 


MADRID (R) — Midfielder 
Bernd Schuster guided Atletico 
Madrid to a comfortable 4-0 
home win over Espanol Sunday, 
a performance that confirmed 
Madrid's challenge to league 
leaders Barcelona; -■ •••; <- 

The confident midfield mar- 
shalling of the former West Ger- 
man international stopped the 
visitors pressuring the Atletico 
goal. Schuster, in his first season 
at Atletico after leaving Real 
Madrid last season, also contri- 
buted a goal. 

However Barcelona's 2-1 
home win over struggling Real 
Madrid Saturday, helped by an 
own-goal from Real's Yugoslav 
defender Pedrag Spasic, pre- 
vented second-placed Atletico 
from dosing the four-point gap. 

Defender Juanho Rodriguez 
put Atletico ahead after 14 mi- 
nutes when he stormed into the 
Espanol area and knocked home 
a ball that Atletico captain Paulo 


Future and Manolo Sanchez had 
both failed to send into the net. 

In the 31st minute, Schuster 
lobbed a free kick to Sanchez 
who gently nodded in a second 
goal. Schuster's goal came 20 
murates* Into the ' second 1 half 
when be 1 tapped file ball' past 
Espanol 'keeper- Jose Biurrim. 

Future made it four just one 
minute from the final whistle 
when he scooped up a dead ball 
the Espanol defence had failed 
to clear and sent it skidding 
along the grass into goal. 

Modest Osasuna dang to third 
place, beating Real Betis 3-0 at 
home and making their Polish 
striker Jan Urban top scorer in 
the Spanish first division with a 
tally of 11, one more than Real 
Madrid's Mexican hot-shot 
Hugo Sanchez. 

His goal in the 22nd minute 
followed a fine pass from striker 
Jose Ciganda. 


SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) - — Amid 
concern over security and shor- 
tages that threatened cancella- 
tion or postponement, the Euro- 
pean Figure Skating Cham- 
pionships begin this week in the 
Bulgarian capital. 

The championship competi- 
tion opens Tuesday with the 
women’s original programme 
followed by the pair’s short 
programme in the evening. 

The opening draw is Monday 
evening. 

Bulgaria has been plagued by 
food and energy shortages.* 
Organisers have said that the 
competitors will not be hin- 
dered. Electricity needs are 
assured with the addition of two 
heavy-duty army generators at 
th skating rinks. 

Following the breakout of the 
Gulf war last Thursday, there 
was concern as to whether the 
competition should be held. 

Baet Hasler, the general- 
secretary of the Internationa] 
Skating Union (ISU) said that 
after consultation with members 
of the ISU and the Bulgarian 
authorities, the championships 
would not be cancelled. 

Sweden originally polled out 
of the championships as it did for 
the European speed skating 
competition in Sarajevo, Yugos- 
lavia. 

However, Lawrence Detnmy 
of Britain, the ISU technical 
delegate said that the country’s 
figure skating federation 
changed its decision and the 
team is already in Sofia. 

A reported precaution taken 
was the presence of a special 
anti-terrorist unit at the competi- 
tion sites, at the request of the 
International Skating Union. 

In the competition, the strong 
Soviet squad has been defending 
champions' in two events. Viktor 
Petrenko is a solid favourite 
again in the men’s event. 
However ice dancers Marina 
Klimova and Sergei Pono- 
marenko are being pressed hard 
by the innovative brother and 
sister Isabelle and Paul Duches- 
nay, who represent France with 
Canadian ties. 

Klimova and Ponomarenko 
did not complete the Soviet 
championships after she was said 
to be ill. The Duchesnays won 
the free dance at the world 
championships in Halifax, Cana- 
da, last March but finished 
second overall to the Soviet cou- 
ple. 

. ..Evelyn .'Grossman is the 
women's defenders However the 
jpnqer. .E^- j Q eipian came, in 
just third m the unified German 
championships last December. 
The E ast German sports system 
fell apart after unification as 
many athletes and coaches are 
looking into other interests. 

The pairs title is the only 
competition without a returning 
champion. Olympic gold medal- 
ists Ekaterina Gordeeva and 
Sergei Grinkov turned profes- 
sional leaving the title open. 

Their Soviet compatriots, 
Natasha Mishkutmok and Artur 
Dmitriev were expected 
favourites after their strong third 
in the World Skating Cham- 
pionships last March. But they 


have now won anything tins fall, 
including the Soviet cham- 
pionships which went to Evgenia 
Shiskova and Vadim Naotim- 
kov.' 

Duchesnays tn ruing into, one 

From sexy to unisex, Paul and 
Isabelle Duchesnay have ex- 
panded the imaginati on of figure 
skating before. This time the 
duo hopes to make waves by 
appearing as one. 

The French-Can adian-born 
brother and sister who skate for 
France team will introduce their 
new routine “reflections” at the 
European Figure Skating Cham- 
piemhips. 

It is a unisex routine with both 
dancers dressed the same as a 
person looking at all rides of 
himself. 

“We wanted everything to be 
the same." Paul said. “We want 
people to be confused complete- 
ly from beginning to end." 

It is another routine choreog- 
raphed by Christopher Dean 
who is now Isabelle’s fiancee. 

Dean and partner Jayne Tor- 
vill won the world title four 
times and the Olympic gold 
medal in 1984. Their “Bolero" is 
remembered from the 1984 
Olympics for its maximum nine 
perfect marks of 6.0 for artistic 
impression. 

Now Dean works with the 
Duchesnays and continues to 
show original choreography and 
to bring dance innovation to 
another level. 

This year the Duchesnays 
show their adventurous steps 
and gestures by presenting just 
one character on the ice, as if 
loo king into a mirror. 

“We also wanted something 
completely different from the 
other years," Panl said. “This 
year the music is slower ... not 
like last year when it went foster 
and foster." 

“There is always motivation to 
do something new," Isabelle 
said. 

Last season's “Missing” was a 
sensation in depicting a struggle 
for freedom to music of pan 
flutes and pipes. 

The Duchesnays hope to gain 
file .European title with the un- 
usual routine of a' person in 
solitude. 

“The idea was to get Isabelle 
and Paul mixed up so people will 
not know who’s who,” said Mar- 
tin Skotnicky, their coach who 
works wifirthem in Oberstdore, 
■iGermanyuil'iT&^T wiH have the 
same barrfeotourv same-makeup, 
and the same clothes.” 

The music is a piano piece by 
George Winston. “The music is 
my only worry. It is very intele- 
ctual and an intellectual prog- 
ramme,” Skotnicky said. 

The fast that Isabelle has 
trousers on is not going to bother 
Paul. “What bothers the judges 
is when the girls have too open 
costumes, in bad taste and a bit 
vulgar,” Paul said. “In here 
Isabelle is covered from the neck 
to the bottom." 

The response at an exhibition 
in Germany at the beginning of 
January pleased the skaters and 
The Duchesnays. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


Andy Capp 



“A c oac h came up to ns and 
said at one stage he didn’t know 
who was who and that's what we 
want," Paul said- “We have 
some problems in synebronismg- 
We most be completely neut- 
ral.” 

There is usually nothing neut- 
ral in opinions about t£e 
Duchesnays. Since De an h as 
taken over the choreography, 
the Duchesnays have moved 
from ninth at fixe 1987 worlds to 
second last year. 

They are dosing fixe gap on 
the Soviets. After a third at the 
1990 Europeans Championships, 
they jumped over fixe second- 
ranked Soviets, Maia Usova and 
Aleksandr 73mlin in Halifax, 

■ Most of the cheers and ap- 
plause went to fixe Duchesnays 
for their breathtaking perform- 
ance in the world meet last 
March. It was sort of a home- 
coming for them. Isabelle was 
-born in fanaHa and they skated 
there until took advantage of 
their dual-citizenship to repre- 
sent France from 1985. _ 

Dean came to them in 1988 
and they have been rising ever 
since. 

In 1988 they created a stir with 

the “Jungle Dance" with cos- 
tumes designed to look torn anim- 



al hides and skating to African 

music. The controversy , was 

started and the couple finished 
sixth in the 1988 Olympics in 
Calgary. 

The next year it was a more 
sedate number as they came m 
third in the World Cham- 
pionships in Paris. • 

That was followed by Ms- 
sing? which continued to stretch 
the limits. 

Now It is “Reflections whore 
Isabelle and Paul change places 
figuratively and literally. 

“In ballet, the woman is al^ 
ways fixe, flower and the man is 
tire frame," Paxil said. “ Here I 
come in fixe middle sometimes 
and that gives the impression 
that Isabelle is giving die male 
movements." 

After the Europeans in Sofia, 
the — the Duchesnays, 

Dean and Skotnicky — will pol- 
ish filings and prepare for the 
World Championships in 
Munich, Germany; in March. ■ 

Then there are the Olympics iri 
Albertville, France in 1992. 

The Duchesnays are getting 
about $200,000 a year to cover 
expenses and stay amateur by 
the French Skating Federation. 

That puts a lot of pressure on 
them to succeed. But the 
Duchesnay don’t mind it. 
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‘It's not a rash, it’s mold. 
Get more exercise. 1 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
rtfortWatter to e&fi square,' to form 
four ordinary words. 


, TOOT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
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Soften. 
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REPUPA 


IT 



i HE DII7NT BELIEVE IN 
| BEING SUPEROTmOL/S 
BECAUSE HE THOUGHT 
IT AUGHT BWN& 
HIM THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Printer hen,: [JJ^ IXT!) 


Saturday’s 


I. Jumbles: BOGUS GROOM 

I Answer What the former 
as 


(Answers tomorrow) 
PRAYER TREMOR 


lat the former bodybuilder's torso became 
he reached middle age-rMORE SO 
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THE Daily Crossword by 


Donald Greet 


ACROSS 
1 Tra — 

5 Tamlroff of 
old films 
9 Whodunit Item 

14 Harrow’s 
competitor 

15 Grow weary 

16 — boom 

17 Glitter 

18 On one’s — 
(alert) 

19 Self-esteem 

20 Wood strips 
22 Walk leisurely 

24 Young tough 

25 Hebrew priest 

26 On a train 

29 Prior pref. 

30 Concorde 

33 Oafs 

34 Judicious one 

35 Against 

36 “Unreasonable 
• haste — ” 

(begin Mollere 
quote)* 

39 Rage 

40 Cupid 

41 — reproach * 

42 Vane dir. 

43 Stratford's 
river 

44 Scolds mildly 

45 Cheshire cat 
feature 

46 Discharged 

47 Poltroons 
50 Conclude 

quote 

54 Ms Oyl 

55 Actor John of 
“Roots" 

57 Eng. river 

58 Goes up 

59 Oxen harness 

60 Happy 

61 Genuflected 

62 Observed 

63 Old Eng. 
measures 

DOWN 

1 Props 

2 "Take — from 





4 Aversion 

5 Walt upon 

6 Newsstand 

7 Wrath 

8 Telegram 
deliverer 

9 “ — as snow 1 ’ 

10 Ms Dooms 

11 Monogram 
. part: abbr. 

1 2 Wait 


3 Dangle 


13 Bakery worker 
21 Nightingale 
23 Montezuma 

26 “Live — 
without stain" 

27 Petty officer 

28 Bizarre 

29 Slugger Hank 

30 Hair net 
3 t Barrel 

part 

32 Neap and ebb 

34 Child’s game 

35 Market 

- maneuver 


rcrinn 

^■■Jinnnnninn nnra 

'“•inn Fin "in 

n nnnHH9™ nnnnn 

nnnn 

nnn n nSESHraS ™ 0 

asMpHsnRBgHH 


SI El Air 




37 Hasselhoff of 

31 sir iaka 

44 Selected 
Mallet kin 
40 Feed a 
furnace 


47 Stopper 

48 Ken of T 

49 Acre or 
crack 

51 Streamlel 

saesa, 

66 Stooge n 
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X TWA sacks 
1,500 flight 
attendants, 

;■ union says 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 

■ — Blaming tension in the Mid- 

die East, Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) has announced plans to 
lay off about 1,500 flight atten- 
dants be ginning Monday, the 
flight attendants union said Sun- 
day. 

A recorded telephone mes- 
sage to members of the Indepen- 
dent Federation of Flight Atten- 
dants says the airline informed 
the union Saturday of the plans. 
The last day on the payroll for 
those affected is Monday. 

Union official Mary Ellen Mil- 
ler says in the recording the 
TWA blamed the layoffs pri- 
marily on “the situation in the 
Middle East." All airlines have 
been hurt by higher fuel costs 
that were brought on by a sharp 
rise in oil prices tins past fail. 

Miller said the union is “vehe- 
mently protesting'’ and was ex- 
ploring its legal options on 
grounds the airline is stopping 
.pay without proper notice. 

' No one answered phone calls 
Sunday when the Associated 
' *■ Press phoned TWA headquar- 
ters in Ml Kisco, New York, 
and its hub offices in Sl Louis, 
r According to the flight atten- 
j f dants tape recording, -the layoff 

schedule calls for 800 furloughs 
v 1 in New York, 394 in Los 
Angeles, and 229 in Sl Louis. 

TWA owner Carl Icahn has 
-r% been shrinking the si2e of the 
carrier over the past year. The 
airline once was among the 
largest in the country, but has 
become a struggling, debt-laden 
carrier in recent years. 

Hungary sells . 
gas masks to 
Saudi Arabia 

BUDAPEST (AP) — A Hunga- 
rian company has sold half a 
million gas masks and protective 
•clothing to a buyer in Saudi 
Arabia, the state MTI news 
agency reported Monday, 
According to MTI. the value of 
the masks, Alters, and protective 
outfits was abOnt$24 millibtiTTt 
did nor name either the buyejojr 
the company which sold the 
equipment. Most of the gas 
masks were manufactured in 
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet 
Union, and one quarter of them 
was made in Hungary. Last 
week, a Slovak company was 
reported to have started ship- 
ping to Riyadh thousands of gas 
masks bought by Saudi Arabia. 


AMMAN 
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EXCHANGE 

RATES 


| Monday, January 2L 1991 1 

Central Bank official 

rates 


Bny 

Sen 

U-5- dollar 

666.0 

670.0 

Pound Sterling 

1291.1 

1298.8 

Deutxbaxiark 

441.4 

444.0 

Swiss franc 

527.1 

530J 

French franc 

129.9 

130.7 

Japanese yea (for 100) 

501.7 

504.7 

Dutch guilder 

391.6 

393.9 

Swedish crown 

118.4 

119.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 

58.7 

59.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

214.3 

215.6 


U.S. wants more funding for 
Gulf war from Tokyo, Bonn 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. de- 
mands that Japan and Germany 
bear more of the financial bur- 
den of fighting Iraq are compli- 
cating efforts by the world’s in- 
dustrial powers to prevent the 
war from disrupting fmanriai 
markets. 

By coordinating their efforts 
to buy and sell currencies, the 
United States and its Group of 
Seven colleagues hope to pre- 
vent the war from sending global 
markets into a tailspin. 

But menacing the show of 
unity is a disagreement over how 
much of the war’s tab should be 
picked up by Japan and Ger- 
many. Both countries have re- 
fused to commit troops to the 
conflict and both are heavily 
dependent on Middle East oil. 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady is stressing the need for 
greater contributions in private 
discussions. 

However, it was unclear 
whether the message was being 
heeded in meetings of the fi- 
nance ministers and central bank 
presidents of the seven industrial 
powers: The United States, 
Japan, Germany, Britain, 
France, Canada and Italy. 

The meetings, which began 
with a dinner Sunday night, were 
to conclude with a statement 
after a full day of private discus- 
sions Monday. 

Brady met privately for an 
hour with Japanese Finance 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto 
prior to Sunday night’s dinner. 
Later, he told reporters that the 


Japanese “said they - would do 
their share.” 

But a Japanese official, who 
briefed reporters on condition 
his name not be used, said no 
specific amounts were discussed 
in the meeting. 

U.S. officials refused to com- 
ment on reports that the U.S. 
government is asking Japan for a 
$5 billion increase in the $4 
billion in assistance already 
pledged by Tokyo for the war 
effort 

Some U.S. lawmakers have 
labelled the Japanese and Ger- 
man contributions as minuscule 
for two nations that depend 
heavily on Mideast oil but ha- 
ven’t committed troops. Ger- 
many has pledged $3.13 billion 
toward the allied Gulf effort. 

The biggest issue facing the 
finance officials was how to in- 
sure that the war does not des- 
tabilise global markets. 

Stock prices have risen and 
the dollar and other currencies 
have remained stable in the early 
days of fighting. Unanswered is 
bow long that will last. 

“The markets have performed 
pretty well, but bad news could 
change that fairly quickly.” said 
Canadian Finance Minister 
Michael Wilson. 

With the economies of the 
United States, Canada and Bri- 
tain already in recession, the 
concern isihat a period of severe 
instability could threaten con- 
sumer and business confidence 
worldwide and topple all coun- 
tries into an economic down- 


IMF loan gives 
Indian economy 
breathing space 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Inter- 
national Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF's) approval of a $1.79 bil- 
lion loan will belp restore India's 
creditworthiness and rescue its 
deteriorating balance of payments 
position, -officials and econom- 
ists said. 

India's foreign exchange re- 
Hservcs had dwnMJeti to jtrst over • 
Sl billion, by Jan. 4 ~ enpygh to ■ 
finance only two weeks' of im- 
ports — compared with $3.25 
billion a year ago, finance minis- 
try figures showed. 

“The crisis in the Middle East 
has had severe and widespread 
effects on the economy," the 
IMF said in a state ment Friday. 

India will get $777 million 
under a first credit tranche 
standby arrangement for three 
months. The remaining $1,009 
billion is provided under the 
IMF’s compensatory financing 
facility to help India pay for the 
higher cost of imported oil. 

Both are five-year loans car- 
rying nine per cent interest. 

The first tranche constitutes 
only 25 per cent of India's IMF 
quota. India could go back to 
the fund to draw more money, 
one diplomat said. 

Bankers said India needed a 
large loan from the IMF to shore 
up its reserves and improve its 
cvreditworthmess in order to_ 
find money in the capital-short 
commercial lending markets. 


v» a ►r 


India borrowed $5 billion 
from the IMF in 1981 — at the 
time the largest loan it had ever 
made. But new borrowings from 
the fund could come with condi- 
tions, one banker said. 

The IMF statement indicated 
that India's draft budget for fis- 
: cal 1991/92 ■ beginning in April 
would -be. scrutinised. zi 

Delhi had hesitated for 
months over whether to apply 
for the loan, with public debate 
focusing on “conditionalities" — 
the reforms the IMF often de- 
mands in return for the money. 

“It looks like the government 
proposed its own package of 
sensible reforms and the fund 
said ’okay. Good job. Here’s the 
money. But we'll be watching," 
one diplomat said. 

The IMF praised India for 
passing on higher imported oil 
prices to the consumer to reduce 
the growth of oil consumption. 

It also approved of India start- 
ing to move a more outward 
economic orientation by en- 
couraging exports and increasing 
the flexibility of the exchange 
rate. 

"Monetary policy has kept 
tight and imports by government 
agencies have been reduced," it 
said. 

Bat large fiscal deficits fuelled 
inflation and drained external 
reserves, it added. 
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Cinema 


Tel : 677420 



HONEY 1 SHRUNK THE KIDS 


, Show: 330. 6 JO. 8 JO p.m. 


r Cinema Tel: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 


Two Moon Junction 


Show. 12J0. 3 JO. 6: IS. 8:30 



Tel: 675571\ 

_/Cmema 

Tel: 699238 X 
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Z- _ 

PLAZA \ 


Suhair Ramzi, Farouq Al 
Flshawi, Halatem 
in 

THE LITTLE 


(Arabic) |g§ 

\ Sb0w: 1230/3:30, 630, 830, 1030 p.m 
Friday ft Swdiy extra show at JLLQQ usu. 



Nadia Al Jundi, Farouq 
Flshawi 

in 

THE TYRANNY 
OF A WOMAN 

(Arabic) 

Show. 10:00, 3.-00, 5:15. 7:15, 9:15 


Longer Gulf war prospect 
sobers Asian stock markets 


turn. 

To prevent that, the wealthy 
nations were prepared to pledge 
close coordination of their eco- 
nomic policies. That might in- 
clude massive intervention in 
financial markets to stabilise the 
dollar and other currencies 
should they come under press- 
ure. 

The dollar’s stability is parti- 
cularly important not with the 
U.S. economy so weak and the 
federal government facing the 
prospect of the biggest deficit in 
histoiy. 

The fear is that a weak dollar 
would cause foreign investors to 
dump their American invest- 
ments and send the greenback 
plunging even further while driv- 
ing up U.S. interest rates. 

“There is enough risk that the 
finance leaders had better come 
up with a strong statement show- 
ing that they are on top of the 
situation,” said C. Fred Berg- 
steu, a former U.S. Treasury 
official- wbo now heads the 
Washington-based Institute for 
Internationa] Economics. 

The finance officials were also 
reviewing the economic plight of 
the Soviet Union. 

However, a U.S. proposal to 
give the Soviets a special status 
to receive technical advice from 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank was ex- 
pected to be put on hold in light 
of Moscow’s crackdown in 
Lithuania this month. 

.The G-7 meeting, the first 
since September, is part of a 
coordination exercise leading to 
a July economic summit to be 
attended by President George 
Bush and the other leaders in 
London. 

Chinese 

companies 

increase 

shipping 

charges 

BEIJING (R) — China's two 
leading' shipping companier are : 
imposing surcharges-to cover 1 in- 
creases in fuel and insurance 
costs caused by the Gulf war, the 
official China Daily said Mon- 
day. 

China National Foreign Trade 
Transport Corporation (Sinot- 
rans) and China Ocean Shipping 
Corporation (COSCO) will levy 
a "Middle East emergency sur- 
charge" of 16 to IS per cent on 
shipments from Tuesday, it said. 

• “We have to cope with sky- 
rocketing fuel prices and ship 
insurance,'' the newspaper ; 
quoted Sinotrans Vice President 
Lu Zhongren as saying. 

The company's diesel oil costs 
had risen to $203 per tonne from 
$80 per tonne before Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August, he 
said. Supplies were difficult to 
find, he added. 

Shipping companies were 
being charged an extra 0.05 per 
cent per week in war insurance, 
he said without elaborating. 

There was speculation the 
Suez Canal might close, the 
newspaper noted. 


Tel: 62515 


TOKYO (R) — Asian stock 
markets sobered up Monday af- 
ter the binge which followed the 
early claims of successes of U.S.- 
led forces against Iraq as the 
realisation dawned that the 
world was in for a war of weeks, 
not days. 

In Tokyo the U.S. dollar was 
firmer against most major cur- 
rencies on war jitters, finishing 
the day at 132.75 Japanese yen 
and 1.5077 marks after closing in 
New York Friday at 132.50 and 
1.4985. 

Crude oil prices rose slightly 
in relatively quiet Far East trade 
with gold traded at around $380 
an ounce compared with about 
$377 at Saturday's Hong Kong 
dose. 

Led by Tokyo, most Asian 
stock markets lost ground as the 
perception grew that the Gulf 
war would last longer than at 
first expected. Even where there 
were gains, investors were 
apprehensive. 

Iraq's weekend missile attacks 
on Israel and Saudi Arabia 
strengthened the belief that it 
might take more than expected 
time for Baghdad to be forced 
out of Kuwait. 

“People are starting to come 
to the realisation and it's starting 
to sink in that this thing is not 
going to go away in a day," said 
a senior broker with Smith New 
Court in Sydney. 

“If they can't bring the situa- 
tion to a head soon, we are going 
to see some heavy falls." 

Tokyo’s benchmark Nikkei in- 
dex lost nearly two per cent of its 
value in the lightest trading since 
the conflict began last Thursday. 

It closed down 456 points at 
23,352.19. Volume at 230 mil- 
lion shares traded was only ab- 
out one third of Friday’s frenetic 
activity. 

“Rather than selling today the, 
declines stem from a lack of 
buying," said market analyst 
Takahide Furuhashi of D.B. 
Capital Markets (Asia).” After 
the initial expectations for a 
short war, people are viewing 
the market more cautiously 
today." 

• r J3rc«k£rs .said unrest in the 
separatist Soviet Baltic, ^publics 
kept many other .Investors side- 
lined. 

Shares were weaker too in 
Hong Kong, Singapore. Seoul, 
Wellington and Kuala Lumpur. 


But there were gains in Sydney, 
Manila and especialy in Taipei, 
where prices were up for the 
fourth successive day on late- 
buying by investors encouraged 
by' the course of the war. 

The Taiwan weighted index, 
up 4.4 per cent on Monday, has 
now gained 24.7 per cent since 
the start of the conflict, but 
dealers said more profit-taking 
was likely. 

“The market has risen too 
much and too fast recently, and 
a correction will be seen soon," 
said Joe Chiou of Evergreen 
Securities. 

The euphoria which hit Wall 
Street Thursday, when war final- 


ly broke out after months of 
nervous anticipation, took inves- 
tors, analysts and pundits by 
surprise- 

When the markets opened 
Thursday, oil prices fell by a 
third, stocks scored their second- 
biggest gain ever, gold dropped 
by more than $30 an ounce and 
bonds soared. 

Economists had forecast that 
war would cause oil prices to 
shoot up, raising fears the world 
economy would be hit by a burst 
of inflation at a time when the 
United States, Britain Australia 
and Canada were gripped by 
recession. 

But although the Dow Jones 


industrial average rose 115 
points, and the relentless optim- 
ism continued Friday, the mood 
turned cautious again as analysts 
conceded the war would not end 
as early as the markets had 
hoped. 

On Far Eastern oil markets, 
Britain's Brent crude for March 
delivery was quoted at $18.50/ 
$18.90 against Friday’s New 
York closing price of $18.15/ 
$18.25. 

Traders said the prospect of a 
conflict lasting several weeks 
failed to worry the oil market as 
the flow of Middle Eastern oil 
was so far uninterrupted and 
world supplies were ample. 


Tokyo markets outlook on 
Gulf war turns uncertain 


TOKYO (R) — Optimism about 
an early end to the Gulf war 
faded form Tokyo financial mar- 
kets Monday, leaving investors 
uncertain of the conflrit’s ulti- 
mate impact. 

In the stock market, some 
analysts say the war has clouded 
the outlook for interest rates, 
exacerbated worries over the 
U.S. economy and raised doubts 
about domestic corporate pro- 
fits. 

“It's increasingly unclear.” 
said Kunio Urakami, senior 
advisor at Nikko Securities Trust 
and Management Co Ltd. “We 
have to wait and see. No one 
can read the market." 

Other market analysts, 
however, said the war itself was 
unlikely to have a major impact 
on the market, unless all Middle 
East oil supplies were cut off and 
erode prices soared. 

“As long as oil is not affected, 
it doesn't have such a direct 
impact,’’ said Tadaaki Uehara, 
deputy manager at Wako Secur- 
ities Co Ltd. 

Japan imports virtually all its 
oil, about 70 per cent of it from 
the Middle East. 

Oil industry sources said oil 
prices would be volatile this 
week but unable to sustain any 
sharp jumps because of the huge 
stocks of crude oil worldwide. 
“Any price increase will be pure- 
ly psychological,” one Japanese 
trader said. 

Much of the stock market's 
outlook remains dependent on 


Moscow Commodity 
Exchange may be 
trading grain in May 


MOSCOW (R) — The Moscow 
Commodity Exchange expects to 
be trading grain by May, a U.S. 
consultant helping to set up the 
venture has said. 

“We’re quite confident of us- 
ing May 1 as a date when grain 
trading on the Moscow Com- 
modity Exchange will be func- 
tioning,” Myron Laserson, 
president of New York-based 
Central Trading Systems, said in 
an interview. 

Laserson has been in Moscow 
since December advising the 
fledgling exchange how to orga- 
nise a grain trading system. 

Two such exchanges have 
been functioning in the Soviet 
capital, trading in a wide range 
of goods, including raw mate- 
rials, machinery and household 
items. 

The grain to be traded on the 
exchange will come from collec- 
tive and state farms whose har- 
vest exceeds the volume re- 


quired under the state plan, 
Laserson said. In addition, some 
grain will be produced by far- 
mers on private plots. 

Laserson estimated that about 
20 per cent of the Soviet Union's 
grain harvest can legally be sold 
at free prices. 

Soviet grain harvest in 1990 
stood officially at 240 million 
tonnes — a record despite losses 
incurred as a result of trans- 
portation, distribution and man- 
power difficulties. 

Laserson said the exchange is 
drafting model contracts for 
members to use when conduct- 
ing transactions on the trading 
floor, but buyers and sellers will 
be able to put in whatever indi- 
vidual terms they require. 

He said exchange's grain trad- 
ing activities will serve as a vital 
link between the old system of 
state-controlled prices and the 
introduction of Western-style 
commodity futures exchanges. 


THE CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY 
IN AMMAN 

Requests urgently all the Czechoslovak 
women married to -Jordanian citizens to get 
into contact immediately with the embassy 

on 

Tel. 665105 or 665106 
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A h/fvtAt\] V5 ^#' COURSES 

In response to the request of many of our course 
participants and other persons interested in German 
language courses the Goethe-lnstitut Amman 
announces the beginning of its courses for all levels on 
Saturday, 26 Jan., 91. 

Additional registrations are accepted on Tuesday 22nd 
and Wednesday 23rd of Jan. from 9 a.m. - 1 2 noon and 4 - 
6 p.m. 

Lessons take place on Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays at 4.15 p.m. or at 6 p.m. for 90 minutes. 

.Duration of courses: 26 Jan. - 20 March 91. 

For Information please call 641993 during office 
hours. 


interest rate forecasts, but con- 
sensus is hard to come by. 

“It all depends on whether 
you think interest rates are com- 
ing down," said Wako’s Uehara. 

Some market analysts say the 
current slowdown in Japan's 
economy means Japanese in- 
terest rates will ease quickly, 
boosting the stock market. 

“1 think the market will go up 
in the first half of the year, said 
Peter Tasker, senior analyst at 
Kleinwort Benson International 
Inc. “The economic cycle is driv- 
ing interest rates down strongly. 
It's only a question of time be- 
fore the Bank of Japan eases 
short-term interest rates." 

But a protracted war and a 
burgeoning U.S. budget deficit 
could mean the U.S. is not able 
to loosen its monetary policy, 
which could in turn make it 
harder for Japan to ease rates. 

“If the United States can’t 
continue easing rates because of 
the war, there will be less chance 
for Japan to reduce," said 
Tadayasu Hasegawa, genera! 
manager at Kokusai Securities 
Co Ltd. 

And if oil prices were to rise, 
the Bank of Japan could tighten 
interest rates to fight inflation, 
some economists said. 

Concern also persists' in -some 
quarters about Japanese^coypo- 
rate profits.' " " “~~ 

“Gulf aside, the risks are 
down ... but we've still got pain 
out there,’’ said Andrew Balling- 
al. strategist at Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd Securities (Japan) 
Ltd. 

Many market analysts see the 
key 225-share Nikkei stock aver- 
age trapped in a range of be- 
tween 22,000 and 25,000 until 
the end of the business year in 
March. 

“It's hard to go up or down 


much, at least until March,” said 
a senior broker at a major 
Japanese securities house. 

“It used to be that the marker 
would move before they were 
certain," Uehara said. ’‘Now 
there are too many uncertain- 
ties. so people want to be sure 
before they move." 

In the currency market, de- 
alers’ views of how the war will 
affect the U.S. currency are also 
mixed. 

Some, perhaps the majority 
for now, say a prologned war 
will aggravate the U.S. budget 
deficit, further weaken the U.S. 
economy, and so depress the 
dollar. 

“Tf the Gulf war drags on for 
weeks, it will hurt U.S. federal 
budget plans and prompt dollar 
selling," said Dai-Icbi Kangyo 
Bank manager Shigeto Yanase. 
“As the market focus shifts to 
the health of the U.S. economy, 
the dollar's upside will be 
capped.*’ 

But dealers said the U.S. cur- 
rency could see gains based on 
its traditional status as a safe- 
haven currency if Israel retali- 
ated after being hit by Iraqi 
missiles or if Iraq damaged Saudi 
Arabian oil installations. 

Yen bond market dealers, 
having seen their market rally 
steadily since Qctober,, ,are 
perhaps that least worried about 
the Gulf war’s impact. 

Most say underlying fun- 
damentals remain strong, 
although there may be some 
volatility as dealers react to 
events in the Gulf. While inves- 
tors have been looking to buy on 
weakness, many dealers are 
looking to take profits on 
strength. 

“The market's looking a bit 
toppish,’' said a dealer at a 
U.S.-based investment bank. 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 
ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING: 

1 . Due to the current situation and unless otherwise 
stated by. the Ministry of Education, the school will 
resume teaching after the winter holiday on 
Monday, January 28, 1991 and not on Sunday 
January 27, 1991 as was scheduled. 

2. The mock IGCSE exams which were scheduled 
on January 27, 1991 will be held a week after 
school starts. 

3. The mock IB exams which were scheduled on 
February 9, 1991 will be held two weeks after 
school starts. 

4. The teaching staff are expected to be in school at 
9.00 a.m. on Sunday January 27, 1991. 


VACANCY NOTICE 

FOR TELETYPE OPERATOR WITH AN 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION 

A Regional Office of an International 
Organisation is seeking a Teletype 
Operator to operate Telephone, Telex 
and Fax equipment. 

Requirements: Community College Di- 
ploma, very proficient English and Ara- 
bic typing as well as excellent general 
command of English. Or Diploma/ 
vocational training in the use and 
maintenance of modern communication 
equipment. Five years of progressive 
experience in telecommunications op- 
erations. 

Candidates who meet the above 
requirements should submit their 
bio-data in writing not later than 
February 3, 1991 to: 

Personnel Section 

P. O. Box 811721 Amman - Jordan 
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Latvia forms self-defence units 
after Soviets attack ministry 


RIGA, Soviet Union (R) — The 
Latvian parliament voted Mon- 
day to set up special self-defence 
units after Soviet '‘black beret" 
special forces blasted their way 
into the Baltic republic's Interior 
Ministry. 

A ministry spokesman in Riga 
said four people were killed and 
10 wounded in Sunday night's 
90-minute gunbattle in the centre 
of the Latvian capital. 

Some reports put the death toll 
at five. 

The attack was the second 
bloody operation against a Baltic 
separatist government in eight 
days. The crack troops left some 
five hours later after negotiations 
between Latvian Prime Minister 
Ivais Godmanis and Soviet In- 
terior Minister Boris Pugo. 

A spokesman for the Latvian 
parliament said deputies 
approved the formation of “spe- 
cial units of the forces of state 
self-defence” before dawn — 
hours after the operation at the 
Interior Ministry bad ended. 

A decree said the forces would 
“defend and protect the lives, 
rights and freedoms of the inhabi- 
tants of the Republic of Latvia, 
society and government from 
illegal threats." 

There was no immediate in- 
dication on whose orders the 
“black berets” had acted. The 
unit, also known as Omon, is 
directly responsible to the hard- 
line Pugo, former head of the 
Latvian Communist Party and its 
KGB security police. 

On Saturday night, a self-styled 
National Salvation Committee in 
the republic said it had taken 
power in Latvia, a move given 
great prominence in the Moscow 
media. The army action m neigh- 
bouring Lithuania the previous 
week was undertaken on the in- 
structions of a similar committee. 

A pro-Moscow deputy from 
Latvia said the special troops had 
fallen into a trap after trying to 
start negotiations with Interior 


RIGA. USSR (AP) — Tensions 
had eased Sunday during the day 
but the night turned violent as 
tracer bullets streaked through 
the sky above Riga in the latest 
Soviet effort to curb the Baltic 
separatist movement. 

At 9:06 p.m. (1906 GMT), the 
sound of automatic weapons fire 
erupted in the streets of this city, 
the capital of Latvia. 

Red and white tracers — the 
same colours as the Latvian flag 
— flew past the 11th floor of the 
Hotel Latvia, disappearing into 
the night sky above a govern- 
ment council of ministers build- 
ing. Ferocious firing by Soviet 
black beret Interior Ministry 
commandos continued for 30 mi- 
nutes, followed by two more 
hours of sporadic shooting. 

Down below, people rushed 
from the log fires built next to 
the trees of the main thorough- 
fare where they had been 
warming themselves while guard- 
ing the council of ministers 
building. 

They hid behind the barri- 
cades of trucks and tractors 
while others ran across the road 
and through a park toward the 
shooting outside the Latvian In- 
terior Ministry building, which 
was not barricaded. 

A car went up in flames next 
to the Interior Ministry and 
white smoke poured into the air 
above the building. 

Ambulances and fire engines 
raced through the streets toward 
the scene of the shooting. The 
gunfire seemed to move to an 
area behind the Interior Ministry 
building, although tilt tracers 
continued to stream into the sky. 

Tracers also ricocheted off the 
walls of the Interior Ministry 
building, looking like miniature 
explosions. 

In the hours before midnight, 
three separate series of larger 
explosions rattled the windows 
of the Hotel Latvia. Their 
source was unknown. 

Latvian television, which has 
been running round-the-clock 
news reports in the week since 
the Soviet assault on the Lithua- 
nian broadcast facility, showed 
men in camouflage uniforms 
with black berets firing at build- 
ings with automatic rifles and at 
people on the street who were 
shouting abuse at the gunmen. 

Music blared from loudspeak- 
ers at the nearby building of 
Radio Riga, across a wide 
square from the 13th century 
Dome Cathedral, which a week 
ago was transformed into a clinic 
and soup kitchen. 


Ministry officials. 

Colonel Viktor Alksnis, one of 
the country’s most prominent 
conservatives, said Omon men 
had come to the ministry after an 
Omon officer's wife had been . 
raped the previous day. 

“When they arrived, some erne 
opened fire without warning." 
Alksnis told Reuters by tele- 
phone in Moscow. 

Reading a statement by the 
conservative “Ravnopravie" 
(equal rights) faction in the Lat- 
vian parliament, be added: “they 
found themselves caught in a trap 
aimed at destroying the Omon. 
They then made the decision to 
start attacking the building." 

Alksnis also spoke briefly to 
the opening session of the parlia- 
ment of the Russian Federation, 
which opened in Moscow, telling 
duputies he bad been “sentenced 
to dead]" by separatist activists. 

Russian leader Boris Yeltsin 
told the session, moved forward 
by a week because of rising ten- 
sion in the country, that develop- 
ments in the Baltic were part of a 
“reactionary turnabout taking 
place today which is not yet irrev- 
ersible." 

“We are convinced that this a 
strategic political error which 
should and must be corrected," 
he said. 

In Riga, Latvian President 
Anatolijs Gorbunovs appeared 
on morning television to de- 
nounce the attack on the ministry 
and repeat his demand for the 
Omon to be removed from the 
republic's territory. 

“I dencouce these acts and 
send my condolences to the rela- 
tives of the victims," he said. “It 
was a tragic night." 

A large and angry crowd 
gathered in front on the Interior 
Ministry building, denouncing 
the overnight action. 

A pool of blood in a park near 
the ministry building had two 
white flowers placed next to it. 

The overnight fighting lit up 


the centre of the ancient Hansea- 
tic Port. A car burned fiercely 
and ambulances and fire engines 
raced through the streets. 

' Two of the four killed were 
Interior Ministry guards, another 
was a well-known local television 
journalist, apparently shot while 
filming the action, and the fourth 
was so fai* unidentified, Latvian 
officials said. A second journalist 
was badly wounded. 

The fresh outbreak of violence 
in the Baltic region was met with 
concern in the West, despite 
world focus on the Gulf war. 

A White House spokesman 
said Washington found the 
dashes at the Latvian Interior 
Ministry “deeply troubling.” 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd called for vigilance 
in the West, saying it was possible 
the Soviet Union “could go back 
into hands which are dangerous." 

President George Bush last 
week condemned the deaths of 13 
unarmed Lithuanians when 
Soviet paratroops seized a Vilnius 
television tower. But there has 
been no move to call off the 
superpower summit scheduled for 
Feb. 11-13. 

AD three Baltic republics — 
Latvia. Lithuania and Estonia — 
have proclaimed their intention 
to restore their pre-world war two 
independence. 

In the Estonian capital, Tal- 
linn, Reuter correspondent Nigel 
Stephenson reported two explo- 
sions overnight at bnildings 
associated with minority ethnic 
Russians opposed to the repub- 
lic’s drive for independence. 

No one was injured and dam- 
age was confined to broken win- 
dows. 

An Estonian government 
spokeman said 20 plants in Tal- 
linn were affected by strikes — 
mainly by Russian-speaking 
workers. Officials say they are 
prepared for the action and pre- 
dict it will have little effect on the 
republic's economy. * 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Runoff elections for a National 
AsS-embly drew a sparse 
Weekend turnout nothing like 
the enthusiastic crowds who 
stood in line for hours last month 
to choose Haiti’s first directly 
elected president. 

Independent Radio Metropole 
called Sunday $ balloting “timid 
voter participation.” Voters 
could breeze in and out of polling 
places within minutes. 

“People think everything has 
been settled with the election of a 
president,” said Eloge Zephir, a 
delegate at the Electoral 
Bureau in Pctionville on the out- ' 
skirts of the captial. 

Roman Catholic priest Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, a leftist who 
champions Haiti's poor, won the 
Dec. 16 national elections for 
president in a landslide. 

However, 22 of the 27 seats in 
the Senate were being contested 
Sunday, as were 41 of the 83 


Chamber of Deputies seats. 

No violence was reported in 
Sunday's balloting. Police patrol- 
led the streets and more than 150 
observers from the United Na- 
tions and Organisation of Amer- 
ican States monitored the vote. 

Electoral Council spokesman 
Victor Patrick said the elections 
went off without any major diffi- 
culties. “The initial tallies de- 
finitely indicate a small voter 
turnout,” he said, but he gave no 
numbers. 

It was not immediately known 
how many of the 2.9 million 
registered voters had cast ballots. 
Last month, more than 2 million 
voted. The population is 6.5 mil- 
lion. 


Results from Sunday's runoffs 
were not expected before Jan. 27. 

Aristide, a 37-year-old activist 
priest with a huge following 
among the masses, was elected 
with 67.5 per cent of the vote. 


Doe’s deputy declares 
himself Liberian president 


FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 
(AP) — The vice president of 
Liberia under slain leader 
Samuel Doe has declared him- 
self president, further complicat- 
ing efforts to settle that nation’s 
civil war. 

Harry Moniba made the dec- 
laration at a news conference in 
Sierra Leone, this West African 
nation neighbouring Liberia, 
where he fled the war m Liberia 
in September saying he feared 
for his life. Moniba was the third 
person claiming to be Liberia’s 
leader. His close association 
with the discredited Doe win 
make him unpopular with many 
Liberians. 

Moniba said he believed his 
leadership could help resolve an 
apparent impasse in a peace 
process to build on a fragile 
truce. He said a West African- 
backed interim government led 
by veteran politician Amos 
Sawyer was unconstitutional , 
and he called for Sawyer to 
resign. 

Sawyer was chosen by exiled 
Liberian politicians, business- 
men and church leaders at a 
conference sponsored by the 
Economic Community of West 
African States. He has been 
installed in Monrovia, the Libe- 
rian capital, under the protec- 
tion of a five-nation’ West Afri- 
can army sent to force an end to 
the war. 

The main Liberian rebel lead- 
er, Charles Taylor, is also 
opposed to Sawyer's leadership. 
Taylor has set up a rival admi- 
nistration in the northern Libe- 
rian town of Gbamga. He also 
calls himself president, citing the 
fact that his men have overrun 
most of the country outside of 


Monrovia. 

Talyor started the war with an 
invasion from Ivory Coast in 
December 1989, saying be 
wanted to oust a corrupt and 
brutally oppressive regime. 

Doe was slain in Monrovia on 
Sept. 9 by rebels of a breakaway 
rebel faction led by Prince John- 
son. 

Afterward, Johnson and rem- 
nants of Doe’s army agreed to a 
truce, and both sides have sworn 
allegiance to Sawyer’s govern- 
ment. Bat lately, Johnson has 
also criticised Sawyer. 

It was not dear how the Libe- 
rian army soldiers would re- 
spond to Moniba's announce- 
ment. 

Taylor joined in the truce in 
December after the West Afri- 
can army launched air raids be- 
hind his lines. Leaders of the 
waning factions met in Monro- 
via this week to discuss details of 
the ceasefire, and Johnson said 
they now would work together. 

Vague plans have been laid to 
bold an “all-Liberia conference” 
to choose an interim government 
acceptable to all sides. 

At his news conference, Moni- 
ba proposed a meeting in Mon- 
rovia. As he spoke, he was 
flanked by three former Doe 
cabinet ministers, including Jus- 
tice Minister Jenkins Scott. 

He bas said he went into 
hiding in Monrovia in July after 
he appealed to Doe to resign. 
Doe refused and sent soldiers to 
(till him, Moniba has said. He 
remained in hiding until Septem- 
ber, when he fled to Freetown. 

Liberia has been without tele- 
phone communications since 
June, and it was not possible to 
get comment from there. 


Estonian President Arnold 
Ruutel arrived in Moscow Sun- 
day and Estonian officials in Mos- 
cow said be was bolding talks in 
the Kremlin with Gorbachev. 


Minister warns of dvfl war 


The attack in Riga was the 
second bloody assaulat on a Bal- 
tic separatist government in eight 
days, after a crackdown in 
Lithuania on Jan. 13 in which 13 
civilians died. 

Latvian Deputy Interior Minis- 
ter Zenon Indrikov tolds Reuters 
in Moscow that 15 Latvian guards 
with small arms had defended the 
ministry against at least 100 
“black berets." 

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson condemned the ind- 
dent, and blamed Soviet author- 
ities. 

“The latest events in Latvia are 
deeply worrying. Once again hu- 
man lives have been lost in the 
Baltic republics," Carlsson said.' 

"The responsibility for this 
rests heavily on the Soviet au- 
thorities. It shows an open and 
brutal contempt for both the 
democratic process and for hu- 
man lives." 

Jurkans said Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was to blame 
for unrest in the Baltic republics 
and Soviet Union as a whole. 


Low voter turnout in 
Haiti runoff elections 


ANC 
to launch 


mass 


protests 
on Feb. 1 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) said Monday it would 
launch mass anti-apartheid pro- 
test demonstrations across the 
country from Feb. 1 to coinride 
with the opening of South Afri- 
ca's white parliament. 

"On Feb. 1, we expect (Presi- 
dent F.W.) De Klerk to legislate 
his government.” the ANC 
Johannesburg regional chair- 
man, Kgalema Motlanthe, said 
in a telephone interview. 

ANC leader Walter Sisulu 
said at the weekend the pro- 
tests would involve marches, 
strikes, consumer boycotts and 
work stoppages to back demands 
for the speedy introduction of a 
non -racial democratic constitu- 
tion. 


De Klerk is expected to 
announce further measures to 
dismantle the 42-year-old apar- 
theid race segregation system in 
his opening speech to parlia- 
ment. 


But the ANC demands that a 
constituent assembly, elected in 
a non-racial poll of all South 
Africans, write any new con- 
stitution ending apartheid. The 
government opposes this. 
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Asian markets drop sharply after 


missile attack on Saudi Arabia 


By Associated Press 


Meanwhile Latvian Foreign 
Minis ter Janis Jurkans accused 
Moscow Monday of trying to 
overthrow the government in 
Riga, and warned that unrest in 
the Soviet Union could lead to 
civil war. 

“This is a battle for power,” 
said Jurkans, who is on a visit to 
Sweden- “It is critical, for I don’t 
think they shot dead five people' 
just for fun. It was an attempt to 
overthrow the government in 
Latvia." 

He said economic misery in the 
Soviet Union “might bring about 
civil unrest and a kind of civil 


ASIAN stock markets that had 
soared last week fell sharply 
Monday after a missile attack on 
Saudi Arabia, mirroring world 
apprehension about a protracted 
Gulf war. Muslim activists in 
Malaysia promised to seud 
thousands to fight for Iraq, and 
Bangladesh and Pakistan were 
rocked by anti-U.S. protests. 

Supporters of both sides, 
meanwhile, continued to take to 
the streets around the globe. 

In Tokyo, where initial optim- 
ism over die first U.S.-led attacks 
on Iraq spurred the market to its 
10th largest single-day gain last 
week, die Nikkei Index slipped 
456 points Monday, or 1.92 per 
cent of total marker value. 

“Share prices jvere lower 
almost across the board on con- 
cern that the Gulf war may be 
prolonged, contrary to last 
week’s view of a short war,” said 
Yuji Tobo, an analyst with 
Yamaicfai Securities. 

Share prices in Manila, Hong 
Kong, Seoul and Bangkok also 
fell, although Sydney prices were 
slightly op. 

“It’s coming back to reality," 
said Paul Ensor, an analyst at 
Baring Research Ltd. in Bang- 
kok, Thailand. “The war has not 
been won over the weekend. 
During the first day. people here 
acted almost as if it would be." 

Malaysia's opposition Pan 
Malaysian Islamic Party said 
Monday it had begun registering 
volunteers to fight for and pro- 
vide relief to Iraq. The 300,000- 
member party expected to sign np 
thousands of Muslims for the 
“Jihad," or holy war, said its chief 
information officer, Subky Latiff. 

Malaysia has banned all public 
protests, seeking to prevent un- 
rest among Muslims who make 
up half of the South East Asian 


nation’s population. 

In Manila, Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus told reporters 
Monday that Iraqi First Seaxsatry 
Mnwafak A1 Ani must leave the 
country within 72 hours because 
of “strong evidence” finking him 
to a bomb that exploded pre- 
maturely about a block from a 
U.S.-run cultual centre. 

The sa&urday blast lolled one 
Iraqi and injured another. 

Thousands joined anti-war 
marches and demonstrations in 
South Africa. Australia, - Ger- 
many, Spain and Japan, against 
the United States and its allies 
seeking to drive Iraq out of 
Kuwait. 

However, opinion polls found 
strong backing among Americans 
for the war effort. In New York, 
10.000 people gathered outside 
the United Nations Sunday in 
support of Israel and the U.S.-led 
campaign. 

Anti-war protests in Washing- 
ton, which drew 25,000 demon- 
strators Saturday, shrank to only 
dozens Sunday. 

' Religions and community lead- 
ers among the more than 1.5 
milli on Muslims in Britain called 
for the withdrawal of British 
troops. 

In largely Muslim Bangladesh, 
which has sent 3,000 of its troops 
to the multinational force in 
Saudi Arabia, tens of thousands 
of people marched to protest 
U.S.-led attacks on Iraq. Neigh- 
bouring Pakistan, another Mus- 
lim nation which bas seat 11,000 
troops to the Gulf, also was rock- 
ed by anti-American demonstra- 
tions. 

Australia’s parliament, recal- 
led Monday for a special two-day 
session on the Gulf crisis, began 
debating a resolution proposed 
by Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
calling for intensified efforts to 
solve the Palestinian issue. 


He did not, however, endorse 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's 
call for an immediate conference 
on the issue. 

“It can only be after the current 
crisis is resolved that we can — as 
we must — intensify our efforts to 
establish peace and stability in 
the region, including through 
convening an international con- 
ference....” Hawke said. 

Three Australian naval vessels 
are participating in- the alliance 
against Iraq, and 40-50 Austra- 
lian medical personnel are on 
ships in. the region. 

Ne igh bouring New Zealand 
announced Monday that it would 
send 20 military medical person- 
nel to join 32 medics already 
serving with allied forces. 

Security against reprisal attacks 
remained tight in many countries. 

Egypt reopened the Giza Pyra- 
mids, Sphinx and other monu- 
ments to Western tourists Sun- 
day. But Egyptians and other 
Arabs were still barred as a pre- 
caution. 

Thai Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan asked journalists 
not to scare away tourists by 
playing op reports about terror- 
ism after soldiers were dispatched 
to guard the U.S., British, Israeli 
and Australian embassies, the 
newspaper Nation reported Mon- 
day. Security was increased after 
authorities learned of a threat. 

Tve checked with my astrolo- 
ger. Thailand's star is shining 
brightly. I'm sure Thailand is 
safe,” Chatichai was quoted as 
saying. 

Still, the U.S. embassy in 
Bangkok extended its alert Mon- 
day and said the. threat remained. 

Chinese authorities, apparently 
unhappy over intense public in- 
terest in the war, banned Golf 
news from the first 20 minutes of t 
the nationally televised half-hour 
evening newscast, sources said. 


Yeltsin: Violence in Baltics is sign of 
1 reactionary turn in S. Union 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
Federation President Boris Yelt- 
sin said Monday that violence 
plaguing the Baltic republics was 
a sign of a “reactionary turn” in 
the Soviet Union and urged 
legislators to reverse it. 

Yeltsin told the Superme 
Soviet legislature of the Russian 
Federation that the Kremlin bad 
unconstitutionally supported 
anti-independence groups in the 
Baltic republics called National 
Salvation Committees. 

The shadowy, self-styled com- 
mittees are striving to replace 
constitutional organs. “It’s an 
overthrow,” Yeltsin said. 

The Russian .president: said 
the KGB and the Soviet military 
had joined in supporting these 
committees, violating the <xin- 
stitution. Yeltsin called on fel- 
low legislators to seize the 
opportunity and reverse the 
trend. 

“We consider this a reaction- 
ary turn taking place today. It 
hasn't reached the stage of 
irreversibility yet,” Yeltsin said. 
“We are convinced that this is a 
strategic political error which 
must be corrected.” 


Yeltsin told the legislators, 

“much depends on us We are 

in critcal situation, but it is not 
hopeless.” 

About 100 demonstrators 
massed outside the building 
where $je Russian parliament 
was meeting: Chanting “Yeltsin, 
Yeltsin," they held placards 
saying, “the blood of Lithuania 
is on Gorbachev’s hands” and 
‘“hands off Lithuania.” 

On Sunday, a message from 
Yeltsin was read to some 
300,000 people at the largest 
political rally in Moscow in at 
least a year. It warned that 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
was moving to the right and 
saying “the danger of dicta- 
torship ... has become a reality.” 

Yuri Afanasiev, a leader of 
the parliamentary oppositioni 
group Democratic Russia, urged 
the Russian legislature to de- 
mand that Gorbachev transfer 
his power to the Federation 
Council. The council, formed 
last year. is. now a presidential 
advisory body made up of repre- 
sentatives of the republics. 

Afanasiev, saying he was 
speaking for the leadership of 


Democratic Russia, also en- 
dorsed Yeltsin’s involvement in 
trying to defuse the Baltic crisis. 

Shortly after Yeltsin opened 
the Supreme Soviet session, law- 
makers stood for a minute of 
silence' for' the victims of vio- 
lence in Lithuania and Latvia. 
The legislature was convened 
eight days ahead of schedule 
because of the tense situation in 
the country, Yeltsin said. 

As the Session got underway, 
Yeltsin called on the Russian 
Federtion prosecutor to take ac- 
tion against Soviet Defence 
Minister Dmitry Yazov. Yeltsin 
accused Yazov of violating an 
October 1990 Russian law that 
prohibits troops from the repub- 
lic from being used against 
peaceful populations elsewhere. 

Yeltsin has supported 
Lithuania and its Baltic neigh- 
boms, Lativia and Estonia, in 
their drive for independence. 

Sunday’s protest streamed 
into Manezh Square, at the edge 
of the Kremlin, under scores of 
red, yellow and green Lithua- 
nian flags-rcd, white and blue 
Russian flags, and angry banners 
denouncing Gorbachev. 


Colombian rebels kidnap mine workers 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
Leftist rebels kidnapped the wife 
of a gold mining engineer near 
Segovia in northwestern Col- 
ombia, police said. 

They said the Irma Castro 
Yanez. wife of the manager of 
Frontino Gold Mines, was kid- 
napped Saturday in Antioquia 
state by rebels of the National 
Liberation Army, or ELN. Front- 
ing is a Colombian company with 
offices in Segovia. 


Security forces are still investi- 
gating the ELN’s kidnappings 
Friday of three French petroleum 
engineers-. — Michel Michaud, 
Pierre Tarasuik, and Marcel 
Cham bard — and their Col- 
ombian driver in a northwestern 
jungle region. 

The rebels first killed Virgilio 
Gallo Hoyos, the security chief 
for their Consortium of Engineer- 
ing Works Company; destroyed 
about $1.25 million in property 


and marched about 300 workers 
into the jungle. They later re- 
leased everyone except the three 
Frenchmen and their driver. 


_ The raid was on the consor- 
tium's main camp near Zaragoza. 
The consortium of international 
petroleum companies and the 
Colombian state oil company 
Eco petrol is building an oil pipe- 
line from the interior to the port 
city of.Covenas. 


China tries protesters while world focuses on Gulf 


PEKING (AP) — While the 
world counted down the last 
hours to war in the Gulf, a young 
Chinese scholar jailed since the 
1989 democracy movement 
finajly went on trial in Peking. 

Liu Xiaobo's trial began 20 
months after he was arrested and 
just a few hours before the U.N. 
deadline for Iraq to pull out of 
Kuwait. 

He was one of at least 24 
participants in the failed demo- 
cracy movement to be tried or 
sentenced this, month — while 
the Gulf crisis preoccupied 
Western governments that nor- 
mally would be critical of Chi- 
na’s treatment of political dissi- 
dents. 

Most of the 24 were students 
or older intellectuals who led the 
movement. Liu, 35, became 
famous when he staged a hunger 
strike in Tiananmen Square. 

The Foreign Ministry has said 
there is no link between the start 
of the trials — which come about 
six months later than stipulated 
by law — and events in the Gulf. 
But relatives and friends of the 
jailed protesters find this hard to 
. believe. 


“With the war in the Gulf, it 
just means (the authorities) will 
try to finish up the trials as 
quickly as possible to avoid out- 
side interference.” said the rela- 
tive of one protester whose trial 
is expected to begin shortly. She 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

“What we fear most is that 
their sentences will be over- 
looked in ail the publicity over 
the Gulf,” said a .colleague: of 
one protester. 

But a Western diplomat said 
governments are not ignoring 
the trials. 

“It will affect future relations 
if you have excessively harsh 
sentences,” he said, also speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

So far nine people, including, 
four student leaders, have been 
convicted of “counter-revolu- 
tionary propoganda and incite- 
ment.” the charge most fre- 
quently used against political 
prisoners. Seven were sentenced 
to relatively light prison terms 
ranging from two to four years, 
and two were let off without 
punishment. 

Closed-door trials for eight 


others charged with the same 
crime, including Liu, have 
started in the past two weeks but 
recessed indefinitely pending 
sentencing. 

Sources say they expect sever- 
al dozen accused ''counter-re- 
volutionaries” to be tried and 
sentenced before the Chinese 
New Year, which falls on Feb. 
15 this year. Most have been in 
jail since shortly after the bloody* 
army attack on June 4, 1989, 
that ended the democracy move- 
ment and left hundreds dead. 

“Counter-revolution” is the 
crime of opposing the 1949 Com- 
munist revolution and the 
Socialist system it established. 

Authorities have ordered a. 
•*. virtual news blackout on the 
trials. Chinese reporters have 
not been allowed to attend. 
Newspapers have been silent on_ 
the trials in progress, and have* 
reported only on the nine defen- 
dants already sent e nced. There 
has been- no word on how the 
defendats pleaded or what they 
said in court. 

China contends that the court 
proceedings are being conducted 
according to law. However, 


sources say the government has 
carefully orchestrated the trials. 
Top judges and prosecutors 
were selected and briefed on 
what to say. Defence lawyers 
were instructed on what to tell 
th eir c lients, and ordered to 
submit their statements for re- 
view ahead of time. 

Court officials have refused to 
answer most questions, only 
confirming when trials are reces- 
sed. Several have said that fore- 
ign reporters do not have the 
nght even to ask questions about ‘ 
the proceedings. 

Only selected Chinese citizens . 
are alowed to watch the trials. 
Not even defendant’s relatives ■ 
automatically have the right to 
attend. Foreign human rights 
activists and several Chinese 
citizens who live overseas have - 
flown to Peking and tried to 
attend tnals, but have been re- 
fused. 


The latest would-be observer 
a Chinese man studying in Cana- 
da, was stopped by police when 
he arnved at the Peking 
Saturday and put on a planeout 
of the country. 



Condors lay eggs 


LOS ANGELES (AP)_ — Twb|||. 
paire of California condors bav^^p: 
laid eggs in captivity, r ajshy^ |-- 
hopes that the four rare TMidt£|gfc' 
might be freed later this yem^g; 
wildlife officials said. Keeperiw®! 
discovered the two eggs wWfe# 
monitoring the condor mates 
Los Angeles Zoo and the SaaV^ 
Diego Wild Animal Park 
dosed circuit cameras. The eggs, 
laid hours apart Saturday, 
quickly removed from tire nests. ^ 
There are just 40 California coor. :^ 
dots known to exist and ail areih j^M 
captivity — 21 at the San Diego 


Park and 19 at the Los Angeles 


Zoo. The eggs are the first dutch 
of 1991. It’s significant for 
because it’s really early in the 75 - 
season,” said Mike Wallace, the . 
zoo’s bird curator and condor 3?. 
programme director. Officials ^ 
said Chat the birds, named Any- ^ 
apa and Kaweah in Los Angeles - 
and AC-8 and AC-5 in Saa.-.ap 
Diego, could lay as many as three .-j£ 
eggs in a season. If the pairs do;.-^ 
well at producing eggs, “there’s a 
good chance” they will be re- .. 
leased into the wild, said the : 
park’s spokesman, Tom Hans- 
com. “We have a lot of pairs 
looking vary good, so we’re hop- 
ing for a good season,” W a llac e JS. 
said- California condors are be- f . 
lieved extinct in the wild, the last 
survivors brought into captivity in 
1987. Since 1988, 12 condors have ■ 
been bom in captivity and all 
j have survived, Wallace said. ~'JJL 


Man held for 
stealing truckload 
of school lunches 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — A man '% 
was jailed Thursday and accused 
of stealing a truck carrying about 
2.500 trays of turkey nuggets and W 
other school lunch fare. ‘“It IE 
shows public appreciation of our § 
school lunches is incresing,” said ? 
Aldo Colautti, business affairs 
director for Pittsburgh’s school ’■ 
system. Thomas Wetzell, 24. was 
arrested after the heist, said \ 
r Michael Williams, a school police ~ 
officer. Wetzell was charged with 
receiving stolen property, unau- 
thorised, useof a vehicle, reckless 
endangerment, aggravated 
assault and resisting arrest. 
“Sufficient force was used to sub-, 
due him. He was rather comba- c 
tive" after the truck was found. X ; 


At one point, police said. Colau- 
tti backed the truck over a police 
car, damaging both car and truck. 
The lunches, including the nug- 
gets. hash browns, apples and 
rolls, were bound for 15 
elementary schools for Thurs- 
day’s meals. Wetzell’s bond was 
set at $125,000. He faces a Jan. 28 
preliminary hearing. 


Grandmother 
inspires Cher 
to stay fit 

NEW YORK (AP) — Actress 
and singer Cher says her grand- 
mother helps inspire her to stay 
fit and healthy. Her grandmother ' 
works out every day at a gym and 
asked for leotards for her 72nd 
birthday, Cher recalled in her 
new diet and fitness book. Fore- 
ver Fit. Excerpts from the Ban- 
tam book are coming up in Peo- 
ple magazine’s Jan. 21 issue. “My 
grandmother is living proof that it 
is never too late to change the 
way your body and mind can 
work together to look and feel 
your best,” Cher said in the book, 
which is scheduled for release 
next week. Cher, 44, said she 
doesn't smoke, drink coffee or 
take drugs, and “almost never" 
drinks alcohol or eats red meat. 
She does admit to% weakness for 
chocolate, saying she tries to 
satisfy it with a breakfast shake 
made from ice, malt, a sugar 
substitnte and unsweetened 
cocoa powder. 


Comedian plans 
to stick around 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (A] 
American comedian Ge 
Burns, who turns 95 Sui 
assured an audience of his 
; that be planned to stick arou 
show business “until I’m the 
one left” . After a 45-minute 
ticn of Vaudeville songs, 
and a little soft shoe. Burn; 
surprised on stage by a groi 
celebrities who rolled out ; 
foot-tall (2.1-metre-tall) bill 
cake. “You can’t help & 
older, but you don’t have t 
old," Burns told the stan 
room-only crowd that accc 
hmi several standing oval 
rm g°“g to stay in show 
uks until Fm the only one 
Phyllis McGuire of the Mc< 
Sisters said Bums had ask© 
sisters to perform with him 2 
Lon don Palladium on his ' 
bnthday, “if we're still arov 
Surveying five women singe 
stage, ffie cigar-chomping I 
quipped: “I don’t know if i 
take care of all you girls, a 
you will have to come 
tomorrow." 



